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Welcome 


Welcome 

to MOM UK 

Last time we saw 
Link he was sailing 
away on that pirate 
ship, safe in the 
knowledge that it 
was all over for 
Ganon. Have my 
sword in your head! 
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Now Zelda is back in our exclusive 
preview of the English language 
version and you aren’t going to have 
to wait for the ultra-realistic one 
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shown at E3 to experience another 
classic. Four Swords isn’t some stop¬ 
gap game, it’s a belter from the word 
go. It’s a multiplayer gem and Epona 
racing is instantly addictive. NOM 
Towers hasn't heard this much noise 
since Dan made the egg drop off the 
chicken's back in Wario Ware. As the 
name suggests, Zelda is certainly a 
legend, make no 
mistake about 
that. Check out 
our exclusive 
preview to 
see why... 


Enjoy the mag! 
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Things we 
didn’t 
know last 
month... 

Grass and trees are highly flammable in Hyrule 
{Legend of 7etda: Four Swords Adventures t pooti) 
There's a game with Megane in the title, but it 
doesn't contain a single car (Big in Japan, p040) 

Some buildings don't have windows, just doors and 
screws {More More Mario, p044) An Andy Hu nter 
lookalike works at Nintendo Europe, not Walford 
(Marko Hein, pOdB) 1 here will be no Will Young or 
Busted on Cube, much to Tim's disappointment 
(/donkey Kongo, pOGQ) Mike's girIfriend is better at 
games than he is (Animal Crossing , pO S2] Ancient 
looking video games have the BEST packaging (The 
Big NES Competition, p032) That we would have 
finally chosen the winner of our NOM idol 
competition (And The Winner Is..., p028) The best 
animal you can pul in a ball returns for a third roll- 
a bo ut [Super Monkey Hail 3, pO 2 B) Ad ob e 

Photoshop has a Mario Face Transplant option 
(Charles Martinet Interview, pG26) 
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The Legend of Zelda: 
4 Swords Adventures 

We dig deeper into this multiplayer masterpiece to show 
exactly why you need it in your life. 



6 CHBZBEE) 


Okay, so four Links can work 
together to push around ^ m 

some big blocks, lift some 
heavy stones and chop up large 
armies of soldiers. So what? m 

If lha L's simply all you think m 
Four Swords has in store Tor 
you, you've got no idea. TJot 1 3 

even slightly. The sheer genius l 
and innovation packed into this 
wonder of a game will amaze 
you level after level. Most games 
exhaust their collection of original 
ideas very early on r and simply repeat the 
same ideas at a more difficult level for later 
stages. NoL Four Swords, Even 15 stages into 


the adventure, you will still be challenged 
by all-new concepts and new puzzles 
that are so clever you won't he able 
to contain your excitement. It'll 
■jtfcjvV have you leaping out of your seat 
and screaming out something 
: |r 1 like: "OH MV COD THAT'S 
TOO COOL!” 

So here are the 20 most jaw 
Mro'# dropping moments we've seen in 
zZ the Hyrulean adventure so far, 

that will end all scepticism and 
disbelief of its utter excellence. 

Join us in our movement the Four Swords 
revolution. AH doubters and 2D game haters, 
realise the errors of your ways... 
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hen game play switches to the CBA the game will 
sound a distinctive chime from your portable. You will 


have to listen out for this chime because it's not just houses 
and holes in the f loor that throw you onto the small screen,.. 


Jk OWV 


cm ooso* 


□ You reach a moat with a bridge 
guarded by angry soldiers. Damn. Lob 
those racks and jump into the stream 


J You shift the large rock, and emerge 
on the other side of the bridge on the 
TV. The soldiers are totally baffled 


J As your Link disappears under the bridge you expect to appear on the other side a second 
later. But then your GBA chimes and there you are - under the bridge, shown on the portable 




“Once you see Four Swords in action you will no 
longer believe 2D visuals are a thing of the past.” 


Flat But Flashy 




Jm gor Zdda fans, the luscious effects 
Jf m i n Tour Swords a re ki nda' wei rd 
to look at. Your eyes are familiar with 
the 2D scenery - you've spent hours 
staring at them in A iink to the Past, But ah 
these flashy Wind Woker effects keep popping up 
everywhere and it's sort of strange. But it looks 
awesome nevertheless. 

That’s cos 2D graphics are coming out of the 
dark ages again. Once you see Four Swords you 
will no longer believe that 2D visuals are a thing 
ot the past, and just proves that you don't need a 
squillron polygons to make a good looking game. 
Just look at the waterfall in Lake Hylia. LOOK! You 
need to see this in motion, dudes. The Fluid Flow 
of the water as it falls is lush, and the vividly- 
coloured rainbow that is created from the misty 
spray at the base of the fall is gorgeous. There is a 
path that runs behind the water and as you run 
along it you can see the Links through the semi 
transparent water. 

Continue along that path and through a few 
small caves and you'll soon reach the top. What 
now? Leap into the water and throw Link down 
the waterfall SPLOSH!! Oh yes. 


m 


3 All. IM .!,!■* 
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^ Remember those 
J 1% rooms in A Link lo 

^ i:ould only get to that 

, ^®^^chest in the corner if you 
pushed the surrounding blocks in the correct 
orderand direction? they were quite tricky, 
weren't they? 

Block pushing is taken lo a new level in 
Four Swords with the use of colour- coded 


You J ll all be waiting eagerly for the player 
with the right colour Link to push that last 
block from obstruction. The second the gap 
is opened you slice him out your way roll in 
with rapid pace and nab the cash reward. 
Your mate gets angry and bombs you. You 
kick his GBAout of his hand. It smashes. He 
punches your face. Friendship over. But 
never mind, he h s not important - Four Swords 
is good in SINGLE-PLAYER, too. 


blocks. This huge room in the Cave of No 
Return has a number of treasure-filled 
thesis doited around the mom. Blocking 
your way are a mass of coloured blocks that 
can only be pushed by the matching I ink. 
This means that in multiplayer you r 1l have to 
work together. Bui YOU want the cash in the 
chests. You don't want to move your block 
for a nother playe r to rob your prize so you 
start mixing team play with competition. 



Blinded By Darkness uj ujgrn 

0T r i 

Jg| Kajhat lurks in the dark? You never know with Four Swords. A massive, link-eating beast? A huge bottomless pi l? Or 
Jjf Wmaybe a 8EZILL ION BATS that want to gnaw you to death... 

' 0 " “““ 1 f ^ □ You walk into 

fig ■■ large room* The 

£4 vvw y whole cave is 

m ■ ^ shrouded indarl 

A04?7 ▼ ■ A0477 * p¥fpnt fnr +h<a fr 


ft 


□ You walk into a 
large room* The 
whole cave is 
shrouded in darkness 
except for the four 
torches that shed a 
little light on a huge 
chasm in the centre. 
How the hell do you 
get across? 


□ You grabbed a Bow In the previous 
room - Zelda games NEVER give you 
items for nothing* That's the law 


ACM? 7 ^ 

jdk i 


* •:* 
• > 






□ The room 
lights up to 


DOZENS of 
themlThe 


awakens. 


around as 


arrows at 
them* DIE* 


[Nintendo**! 
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J You begin the 
level outside the 
castle. You hum 
to the IDENTICAL 
music from A 
Link to the Past. 
There's the castle 
entrance, all very 
familiar to you 


J You can't get in through the front door but 
look.,, there's a secret underground 
passage. Now did we know that? 


J LOOK... there's 
that throne 
again, Hirim,,, 
we reckon if you 
just push it to 
the left there 
might be,,, yep, 
thought so - a 
secret passage. 
How cool is that? 


J Although a little more spacious than before, 
the entrance hall is almost exactly the same. 
Jeez, those guards have been there for years 



Linking Worlds 


Mid you get stuck in 

fe JtfV tee when 

jtF you first played Ocarina 
# pf Time? There's a tl that 

webbing blocking that door 
you needed to get through and it wouldn't 


budge no matter how many times you tried to 
slice it. 

Then you see the fl a mi n g torch. You k now 
that you can light Deku Sticks - the game 
told you earlier, You consider trying to burn 
the webbing but you doubt itll work 


because few games had dynamics that 
clever back in the N64 era. You approach 
with the burning stick. You thrust it at the 
webbing and to your surprise (and relief) the 
webs burst into flames and disappear. It was 
amazing, but then, Zeida games never fait to 



J You entered this small room through the 
door at the top. The exit is the door at the 
south but this gap is in the way. Now do you 
get across? We were baffled 


J Look on the TV screen and you can see a 
switch just south of the room. But we can't 
hit it from the outside. What if we lob a 
bomb through the door on the GBA? 


□ Just like burning spider webbing in 
Ocarina ; we doubted the game would be 
that eleven But sure enough, out popped 
the bomb on the TV. Problem solved 




IQ idliWTiM-i 
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Cheeky Chicken 




head and leaped off cliffs trusting they'll flap their wings mad-style 
to hover you across a canyon. You've sliced one for a laugh and ended 
u p having you r ass pecked to death. Now they steal cash. Rude. 


■he ch ickcn (or Cucco in Hyrule ta I k) is a pa rt 
of the Zefda formula now. You've gathered 
in oens. You've held them above your 


Q When one of these T Orbs appear on the screen you'll wa nt to 
rush and grab It before anyone else does. It contains various 
rewards but the most common is THE CHICKEN 


j Useless you say? No. This chicken is slightly red. See it? That 
means he's a right nutter He'll charge for another Link and rob 100 
Force Gems for you. There's no escaping THE CHICKEN. He's wicked 


“How about 50 of the mothers charging at you, all 
wanting to rip off a pointy ear for a souvenir?” 


Ambush 




W hat's the highest 
number of enemies 
you've ever fought at 
once? Five? Ten? 20? Okay so 
you've battered 100 Kirbys in 
one fight in Smash Bros. Melee but they 
enter in a steady flow. They don't all 
rush in together. 

When you enter this room in l-lyrule 
Castle you'll crap your pants, in the 
entire adventure of A link to the Past 
you never saw many more tha n five 
soldiers on the screen. Well, how about 
more than 50? Yeah - FIVE ZERO a 
swarm of the sword-wielding mothers 
cha rging at you, each one wanting to 
rip off a pointy ear for a souvenir. 

They aren't going to hang back 
either. They all want to stab you NOW. 

J You've never seen so many sprites on 
one screen, if you don't take some 
serious evasive artionyour heart count 
will drop like Link's being chewed by a 
Chain Chomp 

It's time to go nuts and swing that 
Master Sword like a helicopter propeller. 
SLASH, a !OP r SLICE, STAB! Or of course, 
if you're playing in multi player you 
could simply run for your life and let the 
other players do all the work, like 
Kingsley does. What a wuss. 
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Lethal Weapon 

* a 




adventures. But in Four Swords, you can get them upgraded by the 
Great Fairy, making them mare powerful than you've ever seen. These 
Fairies are well-hidden but worth finding for extra firepower. 


Y ou will instantly recognise all of Link’s tools. 

It's the usual stuff; Bombs, Bow and Arrows, 
Boomerang and other weapons from Link's past 




J The second you enter this area 20 or more 
Zoras will begin bobbing their heads out of 
the water and spitting poison balls of death 
at you. Loads of them. EEK! 


LJ Swim near the whirlpool and you'll be 
sucked into an underwater cave where 
you'll find a Slingshot, and a Great Fairy 
that'll upgrade it to a triple shooter. Yeahf 


Mow what, Zoras? Four links popping off 
three stones each. That's 12 stones in every 
shot. FAT THEM WITH YOUR MOUTH, YOU 
FISHY-SMELLING, AOUA fUNKS 






“You can get your weapons upgraded by the Great 
Fairy, making them more powerful than ever.” 



12 cmmrE!) 


leap up and smash Dark Link 
with your sword, or ping some 
Slingshot pellets at him but you 
can't. Once the bomb has blown, 
you've got to rush out and chop 


some bushes in search of the 
next hole before he reappears 
and chucks another nuke onto 
the screen. Your on fy d est j nation 
is the exit in the north-east of 


this area and you can't afford to 
slip up. You wouldn't want to die 
in multiplayer; the other players 
will nab your Gems before you 
respawn. The dirty thieves, 


Dark Link 

a y r 


& ^ V our 

W T dark 
^ alter-ego 

will turn up 
almost every 

level with one aim... to make 
Link's life as difficult as possible. 
And the worst thing is most of 
the time he'll disappear before 
you even get a chance to take a 
swing at him. 

in The Coast stage, he'll show 
up and start lobbing giant 
hombs onto the TV screen. If you 
don't escape to your GBA, as the 
game sternly warns, before that 
baby goes boom, it'll waste Link 
instantly, Boy does it blow too 
an octmbEast of flames that 
send a tremor rippling across the 
screen. BA-BQQOM!!! No 
messing. The second you see one 
you've gotta sprint to the 
nearest cave or hote in the floor 
or you're toast. 

You'll really wish you could 
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Warning: BOMBS! 




j 


use look at that. The second we saw all of those meaty 
bombs we just had to hrt one to see what would happen. 
This is the result - a chain reaction of super explosives that 
roar round the screen. If your GameCube’s hooked up to a 
meat/sound system the multiple octobfasts will make an earth- 
shaking rumble that’ll shake your house. And the house next door 




Mike went intothe cave through the east wall but he didn't realise that 
the bombs reappear. This meant that when he returned to the Room of 
Kilter Combustion he was Nocked in. How did he escape? He Look a swing 
di a bomb with his sword and set the whole lot off in his face, BA-BA- 
BOOME IfZt/da was more like real life, Mike s 111'Link would've disintegrated 
on the spot, or dropped to the floor looking like a chargrilled chicken. 



A Helping Hand 




J ust like in A Link to the 
Past, there are warp 
points (called Moon 


Gates} that transport Link Lo a parallel world 
that appears on your GBA screen. But unlike 
before, thanks to the use of two screens. 


players in the Dark world can interact with 
Links that are in the Overworld, This is the key 
for getting through this room.,. 




J Those balk at the bottom of the screen 
are impossible to dodge. But check out that 
Moon Gate, Only one player will be able to 
use it to get past the balls. We were stuck... 


J But on that lucky player's GBA screen, 
they will see the shadows of the other Links 
and can actually lift them up, Wow carry 
them over the balls on the TV. Sweet 


□ It'll take a few trips back and forth to haul 
each Link past the balk but soon enough 
you’ll be able to push the four switches on 
the other side of the room. Supreme victory] 
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Link Almighty 


D id you ever get one of those medallions that gave I ink a supet magical power f You could finish the game without them hut with 
their awesome enemy-slaughtering power, big fights were made a lot easier. Those medallions have made a return, but this time 
when you find them you can only use them once. That's okay though - one always seems to turn up right when you need it most 


J They're called 
Giants, Alright, 
he*$ not that big 
but hell take 
quite a beating, 
and will charge 
at you and grab 
you if you don't 
run. One is okay. 
Three is 
challenging 


J BLOODY HELL! How many are there? 
Look, there's a cave, SPRINT] Well be 
safe in there. They're too fat to follow 


J Back 
outsideloh 
the Medallion 
and the 
whole screen 
erupts with 
ultra magic of 
death,,, for 
Giants, What 
have you got 
to say now, 
punks? 


J Down on the mini screen we wander into the 
cave to see two chests. Duh-duh-duh-DAAl We 
ONLY found the Quake Medallion. 


PI took great damage! 


Return of the Ball and Chain Man 



& ^#ou f ve seen this geezer 

B -jjff W before, swinging his 

spiked ball on a chain and 
slowly edging towards you to 
smack your head off. 

If you remember he guarded the cell that held 
Princess Zelda in the basement of Hyrule Castle. 
You had to defeat him to get the key to unlock the 
cell door. But hack then he was so slow he made it 
easy for you to nip into range, chop him and get 
out unharmed. He lost that fight but now he 
means business. 

His chain is longer, now with enough range to 
reach most of the screen. His ball is bigger - it's 
friggin' massive now. And it leaves a trail of fire 
behind it, creating a protective ring of flames 
around the man in armour. 

What he didn't prepare for, however, was the 
power of Roe's Feather. This item gives Link the 
most essentia f video game a bil ity; jump. If you h it 
© in the air. Link points his sword down and 
slams into the floor, Zelda //-style, if you haven't 
figured out the winning method yet, you don't 
deserve to be told. 


/%, 


,t 1 54 
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My name's MaJonl 

I'm from the Lon Loti Ranch 

right uo the road. 


J You alright, dartin'? It's 
chuckin' it down out 'ere. 
Where's yer umbrella ?" But 
Malon wasn't in the mood for a 
pleasant natter. She's scared 
and lonely 


Our farm's rtqht neat door. 
We've lots of around 

lakt? some with you. 


J Two screens east you II reach 
Lon Lon, where her dad (who 
must he Talon from Ocarina of 
Time) is waiting. He’s grateful, 
but no free milk this time 


J She asks you to escort her to Lon Lon Ranch not far from where you met Fireballs and psychotic 
soldiers with arrows aren't healthy for young girls. She's WELL slow so you have to take extra care 
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I t's great to see familiar faces on your journey into a new 
?.p\da world. Fpona, Tingfe (okay, maybe not Tingle, the 
annoying fruit) and Mg Ion. We hooked up with Lhe Lon Lon 


beauty, Mafon, in The Field stage, but she didn't look too 
happy at all. Bui then, neither would you if a gang of soldiers 
were trying to shoot you with fire-spitting cannons 


A Friendly Face 


“It’s great to see familiar faces on your journey into a new 
Zelda world. Epona, Tingle, Malon, well maybe not Tingle.” 


Ipona Fury 


I ^ here are absolutely 
f I dozens of enemies 
1 near Lon Lon Ranch in 
this stage. Taking them on 


You got a carrot! Take it 
out of your crystal bail 
when you need a horse. 


J Carrots in the Zelda universe don’t come 
in crates or frozen packets - they come in 
transparent orbs, Weirdoes. Lob the orb and 
out it pops for Link to grab 


with just your sword is a tough 
task. Thankfully, that's not the 
only way. Not far from Lon Lon 
Ranch, you'll find an infinite 
supply of carrots. When you 
grab one f [pona (or a horse of 
some kind) will appear and you 
ran gallop around on her back. 


J Suddenly, Link is on 
horseback and sprinting around 
the place at high speed. COOL. 
And you are Invincible too 


J Now nobody can touch you, you can just enjoy 
ploughing your way through swarms of baddies, 
flattening them all like pancakes. But you must grab 
more carrots on the way or the horse will disappear. 


CHBfflH* 15 
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Stop, thief! 

* * 


music. In Four Swords, forget all that. The whole place is overrun with 
thieves who slam info you ca usi ng you to d rop your Gems, What's worse, 
half the village is on fire. The gypsy attracting funfair must be in town. 


K akariko Village has always been the most 
pi easa nt pi a ce to vi s it i n Zefda ga m es. Th e 
friendly villagers, houses to explore and that bhssful 


Ah. wlul ^durable Cucco. 
It warms my uld h^irt, 


□ This guy's been dumped by his 
wife* Get him a Cucco and he'll 
give you the Power Bracelet 


□ With your new strength, 
move the tree to get into the 
house. Release the man inside 


□ He hates thieves, and asks 
you to catch them ail, and 
throw them into his pen 


LI They hide everywhere; caves, 
underground and behind trees. 
Soon enough you'll bust them all 




“All of the green grass, bushes and tree stumps are 
flammable. It’s cool, and is strangely satisfying.” 



stages of Wind Waker. You've got to gel into the castle. You 
must avoid the searchlights or you'll get thrown in jail, 

^ J Link has to 
make like Solid 
Snake and 
become invisible 
to the enemy* No 
running in 
swinging sharp 
metal in this 
stage. He's got to 
avoid those lights 


his Is one of the coolest parts we've seen in f our Swords 
so far because it's just like Forbidden Fortress in the early 


lights are responsive to sound* Pick up a pot 
and smash it and they'll quickly point the 
light to see what's going on 


□ if you manage 
to find the 
Hammer you can 
free a path into 
the moat, and 
swim past the 
lights* But they 
check the water 
too so Link has to 
do some swift 
diving. Move! 


j If you do get caught you'll end up in the slammer. 
The ‘getting caughtjingle is the same as in Wind 
Waker. But we're not telling you how to escape 


[q CBBBBBB 



PREVIEW; THE LEGEND OF ZELDA: FOUR SWORDS ADVENTURES 



Chain reaction 


A Jl of the green grass* 

3 FAbushes and tree stumps 
j in Four Swords are strangely 
JF flammable. Its like some 
# crazy Hym lean a rsonist has 

do l i sed eve ry bit of green e ry i n t he 
land with petrol, waiting for an innocent passer-by 
to light a fdg. Put flames to one bush and the fire 
spreads rapidly, burning up whole plains of grass 
in seconds. It's cool to look at though, and gives a 
strangely satisfying feeling to solving this cunning 
little puzzle. 


^ m ost the time, you won't even be able to get a stab at Dark 
f fWlLink before he disappears. But there are Limes when be 

jiF chooses to stick around for a scrap, 

• He r s quite intelligent. He won t just run at you, but he’ll try to 

run round you to get a dig from the side. And if things get too much 
for him he'E3 run away, dropping bombs behind him. He's particularly cunning when 
you tight him in Kakariko Village. 


J Look carefully. There's a secret cave behind 
that north wall but we can't get in. We 
know,.* try using the Hammer 


□ You fight the four Dark Links on the TV until one of them decides to do a 
runner into one of t hose holes, luring you in behind him. He won't escape 


m Close 


□ He must 
be wearing 
some 
invisible 
night vision 
goggles 
because it's 
pitch-black 
down here 
and you 
can't see a 
single thing. 
Now you 
need your 
mates'help 


□ Our ultra-hammer-smash set off the bombs 
and the flames spread. The cave was rubbish 
but we're happy — we ruined this place 


ESSENTIALS 


THE DEVELOPER: NINTENDO 
FAMOUS FOR: 

Making awesome games starring a weirdly 
dressed, painty cared dude, tf you haven't 
played more than two Zefda games in your 
life,you're rubbish. 


l ~7 l 


OF COURSE 
NINTENDO 
2005 
. TBf 


J If another Link stands on the switch 
near the whole you leapt down he'll 
activate a light underground. But he 
must stay there or the lights will 
switch off 


J Now the lights are on, you can do 
battle properly, and give that cowardly 
Dark Link a good kickin’. Just hope 
your mate doesn't step off the switch 
for a laugh 


You know the score. You don't 
need a predicted one. It's 
Zeida i it's multiplayer and it's 
absolutely mind-blowing fun. 
Get more GBAs now! 


CHSBBBP |7 
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THE DS IN NEW YORK! 

Our spy gets exclusive new 
info with a hands-on in NYC. 


MARTINET INTERVIEWED 

It’s a him! The voice of 
Mario talks to NOM. 


KOIZUMI ON JUNGLE BEAT 

Exclusive interview with the fTTH 
creator of this future classic, 1 


NINTENDO REVOLUTION 

A Special Report on the next 
console. Know the facts, 


INSIDE 

World of Nintendo 


GBA 2 IS ON THE WAY 

After DS, conies GBA 2, Just in JFJTl 
case you were in any doubt i L* J 


NOM IDOL WINNER! 

Finally, we have a little 
announcement to make... uJ-LuJ 


Nintendo reiterates what we already knew: the 
Game Boy juggernaut just keeps on truckin’. 


WIN A FULL NES SR SET! 

Go retro NES crazy with our 
awesome competition. 


EE 


WARIO'S BRAIN BUSTERS 
Twist your mind around the 
brand new puzzle section. 




Nintendo has confirmed that while the 
DS is to hit America and Japan this year, 
the development of new 
versions of Game Boy is 
already under way. 

"New Came Boy iterations are under 
review right now, before the first DS is 
sold,” said David Gosen, the outgoing 
Nintendo Europe managing director 
at a London event recently. 

The news arrives after a 
spectacular showing of DS in Los 
Angeles at E3 in May, No further 
details have been given, but 
Nintendo has made it perfectly 
clear that DS is not the successor 
to GBA SP, so the assumption is that the next 
Game Boy will he GRA2 

Nintendo has made no further comment on the 



matter at this point. 

While details are thin on the ground regarding 
the machine, GBA2 will almost certainly pack 
wireless networking and 3D capabilities. It will 
not be able to make tea or float, it 
will almost certainly hook up to 
Nintendo Revolution, GameCube s 
successor, in some way, however. 
Which is cooler than swimming 
naked. With Eskimos. 
h But while Gosen said that future 
■ Game Boys are "under review" 

V there's no reason to expect to see 
I anyth 1 ng of GBA2 any time soon, 
f Nintendo DS will take more than a 
little effort to launch globally, 

^ effectively tying down Nintendo to a 
launch of a new GBA to late 2005 at 
the very earliest according to analysts. 
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Nintendo roll out multiple ways to fix the 
‘Berry glitch’ in Pokemon Ruby and Sapphire 




After you've been playing Pokemon Ruby and Sapphire for 
one year, something odd happens. The game clock 
effectively stops, affecting things like berry tree growth. 
You can still battle Pokemon and play normally, but 
Nintendo is keen to point out there are several easy 
fixes for this. 

If you've downloaded Jirachi from the 
Pokemon Channel disc, your game has 
already been repaired. Likewise, if you've 
linked your GBA to Pokemon Colosseum 
you're also good to go. Failing that, you 
tan return your cart to Nintendo 
for their engineers to fix for 
you. The address is: 


Nintendo 
Service Centre, 
Codestorvn 
House, 

Walton Road, 

Partington, 

Hampshire, 

ROC ITR 




Johto Photo Finish: 


Playing with Fire! 

FROM THF m II i TOSEBIIS 
Qi f Tfflf BE li PBMJLAme 
SEHlE TElOflSEEDf... * 


PIKA-VIEW IS GO! 

In America, they have a GBA cart that 
plays episodes of TV' shows like Pokemon 
and Sponyebob With a couple of episodes 
on each cartridge, they're going down a 
storm over there with younger gamers. 
Well, good news. Nintendo is looking at a 
UK roll-out of Game Boy Advance Video 
before Christmas. 


CHU-CHU POCKET? 

American games magazine ECM asked a 
load of Japanese game design luminaries 
what they r d like to do for DS. Toshiro 
Nagoshi of Sega mentioned Super Monkey 
Bad, Konami 
Castlevania 
and Silent 
Hill, and Sonic 
Team's Yuji 
Naka revealed 
Nintendo has 
specifically 
requested 
Chu-Chu 
Rocket. 



SLUG INCOMING 

We honestly thought there was more 
chance of ice forming on the sun than 

Metal Slug 

I iv ¥ *. 1 

I * _ 5 Tvi 




Advance 
getting 
released in 
this country. 
But SNK's 
T - awesome 

. looking 

shooter has 

been picked up by Ignition Entertainment, 
and will be released in October. 


WARIO SCORES 

Generosity isn't a trait you expect from 
Nintendo's dastardly Wario character, but 
he's taking time out from counting his gold 
to cut you a sweet deal. The hilarious 
Wo no Ware: Mega Party Carnes will be 
released on September 9th for the bargain 
price of £20. The twenty quid you saved 
will buy you a new joypad. This is a game 
you really MUST play in multiplayer. Well 
have the full review next month. 
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© Shipping a game with its 
own bespoke controller is 
hardly a new idea. It was 
Sega’s signature move 
throughout the 90s, in fact. Problem 
is, what do you do with the controller 
when you've docked the game it 
came with? Is it really worth shelling 
out for a fancy controller that only 
gets used for one game? That's not a 
situation Nintendo needs to worry 
about, after surprising the hell out of 
E3 with a brilliant new platform 
game that uses Dortkey Kongo's bongo 
controller. We spoke to the genius 
behind the idea, Yoshlakl Koizumi: 



■ “Next question...01! WAKE UP!" 



Monkey Magic 

NOM gets into the groove with the creator of Donkey 
Kong Jung/e Beat, game design guru Yoshiaki Koizumi. 


Nintendo Official Magazine: 
“How did the Jungle Beat 
project come about?” 

Yoshiaki Koizumi: It all started 
when we were at the Kyoto 
headquarters. We were trying to 
come up with a way to develop 
a new Donkey Kong action 
game, and then we moved to 
the new development facility in 
Tokyo, Shortly after we moved, 
Donkey Kongo was released with 
the bongo controller. We 
wanted the new DK action 
game to be a simple game that 
anybody could pick up and learn 
very quickly. So when we saw 
that controller, with its basic 


inputs, we thought it just might 
be the perfect controller for the 
game we were trying to create. 
We began working with 
hardware and software 
developers to see if they could 
put the two together to come 
up with a unique player 
experience for a new game. 

NOM: "What were the 
challenges you faced in using 
this new controller?" 

YK: A lot of the games that have 
been produced, for example the 
Zeldo games or the Super Mario 
games, require you to use a Jot 
of buttons. There are lots of 




things you can do with different 
button combinations - perhaps 
too many. In the past we have 
perhaps scared off some players 
with difficult controls, even if 
the game itself was not a 
difficult game. The theme from 
the beginning in developing this 
Donkey Kong action game was 
simplicity in terms of controls, 
so that was the first idea that 
we carried through. In terms of 
a challenge one of the things 
we faced at first was using this 
bongo controller that only had 
three basic inputs, left drum, 
right drum and a 
speaker and l 
wondered 'am f 
actually 
going to b< 
able to pul 
any 

creativity 
into the 
game that 
only uses 
three 

controls?'That f 

was probably ^ 
one of the largest 
challenges. Ultimately we 
found that we were able to 
create a game that was 
incredibly interesting and that 
used a wild combination of 
these three buttons to create 
both an interesting and fun 
user experience. 


NOM: “Did using the bongos get 
you into a development mindset 
that would be beneficial when 
you started working on Nintendo 
DS games?" 

YK: I didn't have any ideas that 
popped into my head while 
devclopi ng the ga me or that 
might be useful fora DS in the 
future. In terms of DS 
development and 
resea rch, we are 


thinking of 

innovative ways to use the new 
features of the DSto develop 
new concepts in gaming control 
like the ones they have come up 
with in DK Jungle Beat. 

NOM: Jungle Beat would work 
perfectly as a DS game, with 
some virtual bongos on the 
touch screen... 

YK: I suppose it would 
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Masterarrarsenaror m 
30 high spec weapons 


Play missions cooperatively 
spilt screen with a friend 


Lead your 3 AI tea rh - mate 3 thfC 
15 realistic, ail action missions 


Also available 
on Xbox and PlayStation*^ 


www.rainbowslx3.com 
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Special Report: 

Revolution explodes 
after E3 


Nintendo goes ever onward. What 
next after the E3 announcement? 


With a few casual, 
throwaway words, 
Nintendo president 
Satoru Iwata announced 
GameCube’s successor, the Nintendo 
Revolution, at E3 in May: and that 
announcement has sparked a storm 
of speculation. 

The questions burned quick and 
brightly Mr Iwata announced that 
the "time when horsepower alone 
makes an Important difference is 
over," he launched a feverish 
discussion on the innovations this 
Revolution would offer the gamer, If 
it's not going to be more powerful 
than Xbox 2 and PlayStation 3, what 
is the machine going Lu bring to 
the table? 

Still reeling from the shock of 
Nintendo DS, probably the bravest 
statement on the state of the global 
gaming nation in the past five years, 
developers and journalists alike have 
already offered a cascade of 
possibilities. According to the world's 
games pur id its, Revolution will be 
WiFi networked, pack wireless 
peripherals, hook up to DS,, provide 
“dip in dip out"online garites and 
will be broad band-only No, really. 
Actually no, not really. 

before we get carried away 
(Revolution makes tea. is a spaceship, 
etc), what wc know for an absolute 
fact about the machine at the front 
of the gaming world's collective mind 
right now is the foliowing, firstly the 
code name (note, it's a codename, it’ll 
he called something else when it 
finally comes Lo market) of the next 
Nintendo console is Revolution 
Secondly, Revolution will potentially 
be unveiled at the Ei show in Los 
Angeles next May. 

And That's It Really. 

While that's all Nintendo's 
actually confirmed about 


the machine, there's more to go on. 
Not even the information Tort Knox 
that is Nintendo Japan is bullet proof. 
Deals struck in the last two years 
mean we know IBM provide the 
processing core of Revolution in the 
form of d modified G5 chip (the latest 
CPU used in desktop Apple Macs), and 
ATI wifi lend graphics technology 
(these two companies already have 
their chips in GameOube), Hardly 
Earth shattering, but there we are. 

But that's not important. What's 
grabbing the gaming world's goat, 
polishing its horns arid brushing its 
beard, is the innovations we can 
expect from Revolution, former 
Nintendo Europe MD David Gosen 
stated before his departure that 
Revolution will not simply be a box 
that plugs into your IV with 
control lers coming out of the front. 

"In our industry, Nintendo is 
synonymous with innovation, 
extraordinary gameplay and fun," Mike 
Pole., head of Vivendi's worldwide 
development studios told ADM “We're 
very supportive of all the major next 
generation hardware systems. As 
Nintendo has been an industry leader 
for more than 20 years, we expect its 
next genera Iron offering to be very 
competitive. We are looking forward to 
seeing what it comes up with next" 
Kuju chief Mark Washbrook, 
currently putting together Advance 
Wars: Under Fire for GameCube, was 
less vague with his predictions for the 
machine, pointing to the interface 
innovations Nintendo has made 
famous with the likes of GBA 
connectivity and the newly revealed 
DS, as a likely f utu re for Revolution. 

"Of one thing youxtan be* certain " 
he sai4 "It is no accident that the 
next offering from Nintendo is called 
■-devolution. Nintendo has always 
focused on creating new types of 
gameplay. Its latest innovation, the 
Nintendo US, unveils exciting new 
possibilities, adding a fresh new 
dimension to handheld 
i gaming. I expect to see this 
taken a step further with 
4 s their new console, 
offering more 
innovative 
\ interfaces 

'gi* and more 
J -T * creative 



David Gosen. He's left 
Nintendo now 



tools to make even greater games," . 

Dave Perry, the head of Shiny and the 
man behind Fnter the Matrix and 
Earthworm iirn, agrees, "I expect it will be 
used to up-sell the DS," he said. “Three 
screen gaming anyone? 1 ' 

He went on to say he expected 
wireless peripherals and even wireless 
networking to make an appearance, 
possibly linking DSto Revolution through 
the medium ot air. living in the future is a 
lot to take in. "But no matter what 
Revolution is, I will buy it," he joked, 

But the official line is revealing little, and 
eager pundits are likely to be kept guessing 
unfit E3 next year. In June Mr Iwata said 
that Revolution will he a console "of a 
different nature that does not follow the 
conventional path of new game systems 
that increase speed and visual quality for 
making elaborate games.” 

While ultimately, speculation is just 
that, puzzling quotes that promise an 
revolutionary leap in console gaming 
arc going to keep the theorists 
theorizing until the eleventh hour 
There was a time when games 
industry bigwigs hailing 
unknown quantities as the 
"next big thing” was cause 
for sighs and rolling eyes. 

Not after LI and the 
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Since confir 
Nintendo’s r 
Satoru Iwati 
analysts me 

ming the codename of 
text machine at E3, president 
si went public again at an 
eting in Japan in June... 


ON GOING THE SPLIT SCREEN ROUTE WITH REVOLUTION 

"We have no intention of making a two screen console akin to the 
[Nintendo] DS" 

ON USING REVOLUTION TO PUSH IN A NEW DIRECTION 

"[Revolution is a machine] of a different nature that does not follow the 
conventional path of new game systems that increase speed and visual 
quality for making elaborate games. The rule of satisfying customers by 
increasing specifications worked once, but no longer applies now " 

ON REVOLUTION S WELL GUARDED INNOVATIONS 

"In the next generation, gameplay is what's important, fusing technological 
innovation In various fields" 


J 


Up s 

mm* 
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Titendo DS 
Update 

• from Special Undercover Overseas Double Agent Chris Kohler. 
Communique from Special unuei 
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CRAZY FINGERNAILS 

Paint all the fingernails 
shown. If ycu do a sloppy 
job, an ugly stylist s 
face will appear erase the 
nail and you U have to do 
it again. 


DIVIOE the fruit 


The screen is full of 
two types of fruit Draw 
a line that separates 
them by type! 


LOVE LOVE SCISSOBS 

Make a love connection 
between the boy and girl 
by drawing a line that 
joins them. But don t let 
the evil scissors get in 
your wayS 
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interview by Chris Kohler 



Speak for yourself 

The man behind the Mario voice does an interview as himself for a change. 
Thing is, Charles Martinet can’t help himself doing the voice. He loves it. 


Nintendo Official 
Magazine: So many 
people know this 
voice now, millions 
and millions of people. How 
long have you been doing it? 
CM' It s been about 12 years, 
and it's been an absolute joy, 
and fun, the playfulness, 
getting to see the world and see 
people who are so happy and so 
sweet. Working with Nintendo 
is fantastic - games, product 
announcements, press releases, 
trade shows and advertising. It's 
just a wonderful gift. 

NOW: Tell us how you got the 
Mario job*.* 

CM: It was around 1991.1 
actually crashed the audition. I d 
never crashed an audition in my 
life, but my friend said, "Hey, 
you should go audition tor this.., 
plumber,,, in, uh, Italy., uh, for a 
trade show.,, that talks to 
people." And I thought, well, 
okay you know? I was going to 
be in the neighbourhood and 
walked in the door and said 


Tan I please audition?" The 
director had already put his 
camera away. 

So he goes ''Well, okay. You're an 
Italian plumber from Brooklyn 
and you're going to be talking at 
trade shows to people. You've 
got to be talking all day so make 
up something if you want. 

Make up a videogame, talk 
about video games, whatever 
you want to do. You start 
talking, and when you stop 
talking, I'll stop the tape." 

And I thought... you know, 
plumber... Brooklyn... what I 
hear Is (gruff accent) "Hey, how 
ya doin'../'you know, a guy 
with his butt crack showing and 
everything But then i thought 
well, if there's children there 
and people of all ages, they 
don't want to hear somebody 
abrasive and tough that way 
f wanted to do something that's 
really fun And all of a sudden, l 
hear Action I'So I said: 'Hello, it's 
a me, Mario I Woo hoo! Okie 
dokie! You an a me, we gonna 
makea da pizza pie!' And then 


I made up this game about 
making a pizza pie, where you 
have to run and get some 
ingredients, and make up a 
pizza using them. And I just 
kept talking and talking about 
these pizzas until the tape 
ran out! 

NOM: But where did that high- 
pitched, happy voice actually 
come from? 

CM: That's the wonder of 
actually acting for a living. I did 
a version of The Taming of The 
Shrew at a repertory theatre 
many years ago. But they’d 
altered the script so it took 
place in modern Italy, and the 
main character was an 
American GJ who went back 
after WWII to find his bride. 

And I played the part of Gremio, 
who was the oldest Italian man 
in the world (iaughs), Heeeeey, 
buongiornc,., So that was 
hilarious silly fun, and 1 must 
have been thinking about that 
at the audition, somewhere 
in my little brain. 


NOM: How long did you have to 
think about it? 

CM: About ten seconds! 

NOM; So you must have met 
Miyamoto many times* 

CM : Oh yes I have met him 
many times. And what a 
wonderful person he IsJust 
talking with him, you're sitting 
there thinking "Wow., this guy 
created this entire life change 
for the whole world, and he's 
just as nice and sweet and 
humble as any person you'd 
ever hope to meet." 

NOM: Describe for us a typical 
recording process for one game* 
How many days does it take 
and where do you do it? 

CM: Some of the GBA games 
only take about a day, A few 
hours at the most. The 
GameCube games can take a 
lot longer because of the intros. 
They can take anything up to an 
extra day to record, so I get to 
spend a wonderful night in 
beautiful Seattle, 
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NOM: You did all the voices for 
Wane Ware , too, right? Do you 
like those games? 

CM: Totally, totally fun. So crazy. 
And now the Nintendo DS 
version, it J s just insane. I am so 
completely in love with the 
Nintendo DS. I can't wait to 
have one. Its life-changing fun. 
It's like when you first get on 
the Internet. 

NOM: Was the DS theatre the 
first day you ever did an 
appearance for Nintendo as 
Charles Martinet? 

CM: Yes. Well, actually last year 
they were supposed to have a 
dance troupe go out. but they 
had some technical difficulties. 
So Ralph Miller, who initially 
hired me all those years ago, 
told me to go out and Introduce 
myself then introduce the 
dancers. So l went out and said 
“Hello, my name is Charles 
Martinet. But you probably 
know me better as,... Mario! 
Woo-hoo!" And the response 
was so great to that. And I 


signed autographs for a while, 
which was great. 

NOM: When you first started 
with Nintendo, had you played 
many videogames at all? 

CM: You know my video game 
experience was in college playing 
Pong , Tank a nd Space Invaders but 
that was about It. But they were 
very good I n teaching me now to 
play what to play etc. But they 
sent me a NES, and I had the 
Duck Hunt/Super Mono game. 
And in those days you couldn't 
save the game so you had to get 
farther and farther, little by little. I 
think t started playing one day at 
around noon, and I stopped at 
about two in the morning, I'd 
gotten to that one abyss, where 
you have to do a run nmg] ump to 
get over it, and I kept falling off. 
And of course I was trying to ca11 
the Nintendo support line but 
they're not open at two in the 
morning. I finallyjust put It 
down And started playing Duck 
Hunt and I'm thinking, go to bed. 
go to bed 11 finally went to bed at 


about three in the morning and I 
can see little Mario running in my 
dreams. Running and running. 
And of course, the next morning I 
called the support line arid they 
told me howto make the jump. 
And I did it and a? I sailed over 
the abyss I said, Woo-hco! 

NOM: And you were 35. What 
do you think it was about those 
games that hooked you as an 
adult player who hadn’t had 
much experience? Do you think 
that games have lost that 
appeal for older players? 

CM; The 3D world of games 
today for those of us used to 
playing in a 2D world, is a little 
Intimidating, But l tell parents, 
go back to the games, Co back 
and play again. Because 
eventually you'll figure it out. 

NOM: And yet theyVe been 
getting more immersive in 
terms of cinematics, and voice is 
a big part of that. What do you 
think voice does for video 
games for the player? 

CM: It fills in the picture, creates 
an active place for imaginations 
to go. I think a voice has the 
ability to be the icing on the 
cake that really brings joy and 
fun and something people can 
relate to. Must hope It's not too 
much like hearing Baby Mario 
crying where you really get 
annoyed at It after a while 


NOM: As an actor do you want 
to see more in terms of 
cinematic games with in-depth 
stories and lots of dialogue? 

CM: l like those, 1 enjoy them a 
lot but my preference are 
discovery games like Mono, 
discovering the genius of Mr 
Miyamoto and how to do things 
and how to gel to the goal. 1 like 
games that are aboul fun and 
don't have a whole lot of 
destruction in them. Although 
! know that some people really 
love the bang 'em-up, shoot 'em- 
up, steal a car games, I think 
that's only natural. And its fun. 

I do think they create a sense 
of problem solving and creative 
imaginations unfurling. And 
thats a great thing. 

NOM: You played Michael 
Douglas 1 father in The Game, 
right after Mario 64 came out* 
Did anybody on the set 
recognise your voice? 

CM: No, but some people were 
interested in what I did and 
when I told them that I played 
Mario, they were always saying; 
"Do the voice for me, do the 
voice for me!" 

NOM: Did Sean Penn ask you to 
do the voice for him? 

CM: No, unfortunately I never 
had the chance to meet him 
because he shot his stuff at 
different times to me. 


“1 am so completely in love 
with the Nintendo DS. It's life¬ 
changing fun. It s like when 
you first gat on the Internet” 
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ireadersuw^^ Rcddyin Go! 


You’ve answered 
our prayers! 

We asked Are you 

pleased that Animal 
Crossing is hitting 

the UK? 


■ Even though I 
already have it from 
import, 1 am pleased 
it is coming to the 
UK 'cos Nintendo 
fans deserve to play 
this fantastic game, 
ADAM MOSS 


POLL 

RESULT 

YES 80% 
NO 20% 


■ I am absolutely ecstatic about 
Animal Crossing finally coming to 
these shores. It has been my 
most anticipated game since it 
was first announced on the N64, 
and I was beginning to lose faith 
in the Big N! 

THEO FRASfcK 

This month we ask: 

Is Revolution a cod name for a 
console? Du you have a better one? 


We love it! But 
only just... 

We asked: p 

°7“ 1 '[i kc fho RESULT 
Tribal Edition 

GBASP? 

NO 40% 

■ I love the patterns 
on the new GBA SP, it's got to be 
the coolest one yet. I don’t care 
what people say, Nintendo's new 
invention will make me stand 
out from everyone else. 

GUY RYANS 


■ I don't really like the look ot it. 
The tattoos look rubbish and 
after seeing the Nintendo DS I 
know what I'm saving up for. 
NICK GREENBANK 

■ I'm a Pokemon fan and I'd 
prefer a Groudon or Kyogre GBA 
SP! I know they were limited 
edition but I can't find them 
anywhere. Make some more! 

LEE DAFFERN 

This month we ask: 

Du ypu like the clamshell design of 
the Nintendo DS? 


The man behind 
MeeMee talks about 
a brand new Monkey 
Balt game. 

© Monkeys in games are 
mint and we’re going to 
see more of them in the 
future if the creator of 
Monkey Baft has his way. 

In an mterviewfor A/OM's 
website, Toshiro Nagoshf the 
mastermind behind the GameCube 
classics, said that he knew it was a 
popular game and that they've 
been working on the next version’. 




if Monkey Ball 3 isn't for 'Cube, we'll kill AiAi. No messing 


I Mr Nagoshi was famous for his My Way on the karaoke 


He even lifted the fid on how 
surprised he was that SMB had such 
a following, especially the manic 
mini games, by saying he was afraid 
J lt wouldn't sell outside Japan' and 
that it was 'a surprise to actually 
see the degree to which the 
minigames became popular 

Let's just hope we see some more 
classic minigames on the next 
instalment and that the third title 
will be about skill and less about 
Juck as you charge around 
collecting those bananas. Just a 
word of warning though, if we see 
silly stuff like Switch inferno again 
we're gonna wig out. 

Send your ideas for new mini¬ 
games to the usual address. . 


AND THE WINNER IS... 


NOM Idol is finally chosen 
by our very own Simon Cowell 


AkxnMdl 


Citiail YES ai NU find fi tiriyf comment fa: 
michacljacksaiv^nniAp.mm Mom r target to 
include yom rwinuF 


■ After weeks of furrowed 
brows, deliberation and 
arguments, we've finally 
reached a decision on the 
winner of NOM Idol. 

Rob Burman from 
Cleethorpcs will be the new 
staff writer here at NOM after 
beating hundreds of 
applicants to the job. Rob, 
who is currently a video 
games reviewer at the 
Grimsby Telegraph has been a 
die-hard Nintendo nut since 
the days of the NES. The fact 
that he said he was an avid 
badminton player didn't sway 
our decision. Honest 

As for all you unlucky 
applicants all is not lost 
because we’ll be in touch 
with everyone who entered 
NOM Ido! for your chance to 


win some exclusive prizes in 
a new reader reviewer 
section. It was feJt by the 
Simon Cowells here at NOM 
that the decision should be 
made by the big cheeses 
rather than be put to a 
public vote, but you'll still 


get your chance to be in the 
hallowed pages of NOM. 

You'll be seeing a lot more 
of Rob in the coming 
months and thanks to all 
those who entered. Just 
keep an eye out for a letter 
from NOM very soon! 


™ m 6UWAN 

I* 11 

I* tell Ptifutando s*!** 

5liPEP. KAfciQ £v 

hLTROiG RUhE 
i (YJKfchON 

i ibQ* W> r W 7 THt Question 

3 a m in ufSL - 

140U A bm 4WS WUJTtt T0 m ^ rj 


y JffT JAPANElt tOf. r rA*'0 it* 

IV OHM t* TO 

Tilt IhI |A*n*«W*»- 

fl£MOWO GOO-G ANG 

M, Al Itaiuiim ■*' 

UflSHftWAJ FiCuetS/Kt^w^S 


I T£S T Tyat DO 

WOT AUJtffS haue- a 
HKJ^i AUKEM 


( POOL N(] " r 
FOft rut fOLOUii &WV6 






















Mono & polyphonic Rinqtones 

UPDATE YOUR PHONE WITH A ROCKING NEW TONE! 


For c 


0 , phona must be wmp enabled- 
For eoiTipatibiltty see below 


| CHART TONES 

MONO PDLYl 

FOOTBALL 

MONO POLY 

1 TOP SELLERS 

MONO POLY 1 

| TV & FILM 

MONO 

POLY 

Eamon- F**klt 

149031 147890 

Arsenal - Vi-erra 

122960 122961 

Where Is The Luv - Black Eyed Ps 120393 121454 


100621 

108213 

D12 - My Band 

149725 149355 

Arsenal - Amazing Reds 

122962 122963 

Fields Of Athenray 

100381 108273 

A Team 

100532 

107898 

The Rasmus - In the Shadows 

149400 146287 

Aston Vila -Holteenders In The Sky122964 122965 

2 + 2 = Radiohead 

143300 126719 

Axe! F 

mm 

108195 

Anastacia - Left Outside Alone 

149210 149132 

Aston Vila - Roll Along 

122966 1229B7 

Halloween theme 

100048 109159 

Eye Of The Tiger 

100637 

108299 

Usher-Yeah 

143960 146155 

Chelsea-Blue is The Colour 

122984 122965 

Superstar- Jamelia 

Lose Yourself - Eminem 

124982 125020 

Friends 

110615 

106276 

McFty - 5 Colours In Her Hair 

149257 149265 

Chelsea * Super Franky Lampard 

122986 122907 

130510 107010 

Good, Bad, Ugly 

100639 

108621 

Wolfman - For Lovers 

149726 149336 

Chelsea -We are the famous CFC 122980 122909 

KGon Give tt Ya - Drmc 

101360 116167 

Friends 

110615 

106276 

DJ Casper-ChaCha Slide 

148623 148627 

Everton - He was Just 17 

122990 122991 

Skater Boi-AvrilLavigni 

100011 110068 

Halloween 

100048 

109150 

Special D ■ Come With Me 

149401 146306 

Evertor You Are My Everton 

122992 122993 

You're A Superstar - Love Inc 

109977 107822 

The Hulk 

101155 

109167 

Twlsta - Slow Jamz 

144418 144416 

Leeds - we Had Joy 

122990 122999 

Pass That Dutch - Missy Elliott 

143849 126060 

Italian Job 

100691 

107026 

A. Faftskog - Change Your Mind 

149727 149728 

Liverpool - Youril Never Walk Alone 123006 1 23007 

Pink Panther theme 

100632 107771 

Jackass 

102708 

117260 

Joe feat. G Unit - Bide Wit U 

149729 149368 

Liverpool-We All Live in A Red.. 

123000 123009 

Bat Out 01 Hell - MeaUoaf 

100343 119445 

James Bond 

100018 

107023 

JC Chasez - Blowin J Me Up 
Narcotic Thrust-1 Like It 

108078 1 25680 

Man City - Blue Moon 

Man United - Our Trophy Back 

123012 123013 

Come Undone - Robbie 

112605 115736 

Jaws 

100764 

109171 

149402 149344 

123016 123017 

Breathe - Blu Cantrell 

120539 120508 

Lord Of The Rings 

101158 

108715 

Janet Jackson - Just A Little While 149730 149133 

Man United-The Great Escape 

12301B 123019 

ttm &D) Chucky -On The Wings 

116215 118500 

Mission impossible 

100142 

107896 

Blue ■ Breathe Easy 

149211 149214 

Middlesborough ■ Bern Till 1 Die 

123024 123025 

Lose Yburself-Eminem 

100002 107510 

Miami Vice 

101308 

109117 

N.E.R.D * She W4nts To Move 

149130 143029 

Newcastle utd - Biaydon Races 

123026 123027 

Bring Me To Life Evanescence 

110559 111603 

Only Fools & Horses 

101226 

109069 

Hilary Duff ■ Come Clear 

149003 146326 

Newcastle Utd -1 Alan Shearer 

123020 123029 

Clocks - Coldplay 

108122 111125 

Pulp Fiction HHH 

100695 

108476 

Beyonce Knowles - Naughty Girl 

149050 149051 

Southampton - Mr Eriksson 

123034 123035 

Simply The Best - Tina Turner 

100802 120612 

Raiders Of The Lost Ark 

100126 

109223 

Britney Spears - Toxic 

148622 146096 

Southampton * When five Saints 

123036 123037 

Great Escape 

100382 123019 

X Elies Hu 

100160 

109022 

DANCE 

MONO POLY 

Glory Glory 

123038 123039 

ROCK MUSIC 

MONO POLY 

Simpsons 

102191 

107052 

Gig - Despina Vandi 

140279 138348 

Spurs - We Are Tottenham 

123040 123041 

Going Under- Evanescence 

122505 123070 

Terminator 

101036 

109255 

Good Luck - Basement Jaxx 

146054 143730 

Wolves-King Kenny Miller 

123042 123043 

The Boys Of Summer - The Ataris 122485 124623 

| RNB CHART 

MONO 

POLY 

So Confused - 2play Ft Raghav 

146159 146160 

Wolves -Hey Jones 'E' 

123044 123045 

Bring Me To Life Evanescence 

110559 111603 

Hey Mama - Black Eyed Peas 

149059 

149074 

Somebody To Love-Boogie Pimps 144376 117101 

There's Only One,,., 

123048 123049 

Did My Time - Korn 

123326 121073 

" If 1 CanT - 50 Cent 

112700 

126530 

Bom Slippy Nuxx - Underworld 

126478 116975 

WeYe Got That Double Feeling 

123052 123053 

St Anger - M etallic a 

120383 120615 

Baby 1 Love You- Jo Lopez 

1489Z3 

144515 

Fly On The Wings Of - Xtm & Dj 

116215 115500 

Here We Go 

123056 123057 

Faint - Lihkln Park 

112692 1 20216 

Yeah - Usher 

148960 

146155 

Make Luv - Room 5 

111639 111643 

Match Of The Day 

123050 123059 

The Anthem -Good Charlotte 

110370 123G74 

The Way You Mcve - Outkast 

125613 

126028 

Boys Of Summer * D) Sammy 

110321 110627 | 

OLD SKQOL 

MONO POLY 

Headstrong -Trapt 

111160 N/A 

Must Be Love-Fya 

148626 

148019 

Logical Song - Scooter 

102313 1 07043 

Let Me Be ftur Fantasy - Baby D 

- 115148 

She Hates Ms -Puddle Of Mu dd 

102548 m 

Dude - Eeenle Man 

148967 

148628 

Weekend - Scooter 

112641 112592 

Rappers Delight - Suqarhill Gang 

111774 111849 

Sleeping Awake -RO.D. 

116230 N/A 

Cant Get Enough - Raghav 

149041 

148014 

Ur A Superstar-Love Inc 

109977 107822 

Hanging On A String - Loose Ends 111755 111830 

Somewhere l Belong-Linkin Park 111021 111688 

She Wants To Move Nerd 

m 

148029 

Rubbemackln - Elvis Presley 

124657 124635 

Gotta Have Your Love - Mantronix 111764 111639 

Times Like These - Foo Fighters 

110059 107056 

Fell In Love With A Boy - J Stone 

148947 

146259 

Who Said - Planet Funk 

122492 121696 

Cant Hide ^ur Uve - David Josephi 11734111809 

Minerva - Deftones 

117180 117188 

dubbin Marques Houston 

149072 

149077 

All In My Head - Kosheen 

121730 1 21533 

All Night Long - Mary Jane Girls 

111779 111854 

Mobscene - Marilyn Manson 

116924 117261 

Through The Wire - Kanye West 

146938 

146290 

Golden Path - Chemical Brothers 

124545 124338 

Kiss From A Rose - Seal 

100078 108564 

ybung & Hopeless -Good Gbariotteoaco N/A 

Another Day - Lemar 

148360 

146297 

Husan-Bhangra Knights 

116956 116678 

Gonna Go My Way - Lenny Kravfe 

- 109352 

Addicted To Love • R Palmer 

111616 111514 

Badaboom - B2K Feat Pabolous 

144374 

N/A 

L.______ 
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□rder online 

For loads more BRILL stuff 
for your mobile, check out 

www.dubnDm.com 
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Calls to 0905 072 Numbers cost a max of £3. Text ordered products 
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✓ NEWS >PF:ODUCT: 


>EUEHTS >0PIHIOHS COMPETITIONS 


Come on and 
do the Konga! 


Play bongos with 
monkeys as 
Nintendo’s Summer 
road trip tears 
across the UK. 


© Planning on going 
somewhere hot this 
summer? Cancel it. Say 
adios to the Costa Del 
Sol, and hello to the Northampton 
Balloon Festival as Nintendo brings 
summer home. The Nintendo Konga 
Beach Road Trip Is making 18 stops 
up and down the country, giving 
you hands-on time with some 
future Nintendo classics. 

Obviously the bongo bashing 
Donkey Kongo is the star of the 
show, but the 40ft Konga Beach 
Shack will also have playable 
versions of the likes of Animal 
Crossing and Pokemon Fire Red and 
LeofCreen months before they're in 
the shops. You'd be gutted it you 
missed a chance like this. 

Better still is that every attendee 
can enter into the prize draw to 
win a Jeep Wrangler. Not a toy one, 
an ACTUAL CAR. There are also 
Donkey Konga competitions to win 
Game Boy Advance and GameCube 
consoles, giant inflatable bananas 
and t-shirts. 


The tour kicks off on July 24th on 
the sandy beaches of Birmingham. 
Most of the venues are Wool worths 
4 big W* stores, with a few 
exceptions. Here’s the fuff list; 



intendo* 


• July 24th 

Woolworths big W 

Birmingham 

• August 13th 

Woolworths big W 

Bradford 

• July 25th 

Wool worths big W 

Tamworth 

* August 14th 

Woolworths big W 

Bolton 

• July 28-29th 

London Zoo 

London 

• August 15th 

Woolworths bigW 

Manchester 

• July 30-31st 

Longleat Center Parcs 

Wiltshire 

• August lflth 

Woolworths big W 

Norwich 

• August 1st 

Woolworths big W 

Newport 

• August 19-22nd 

Balloon Festival 

Northampton 

• August 4th 

Woolworths bigW 

Beckton 

* August 26th 

Woolworths big W 

Coventry 

• August 5th 

Woolworths big W 

Newark 

• August 27-30th 

Town & Country Festival 

Warwickshire 

• August 11th 

Woolworths big W 

Hull 

* September 1st 

Woolworths big W 

Bristol 

• August 12th 

Woolworths bigW 

Rotherham 

• September 4-5th Woburn 

Milton Keynes 



r \ We've got Spyro and Crash games up for grabs! Not the actual 

A animals. Tnat would be impossible and cruel. 

Thanks to Vivendi Universal, we have three copies of Spyro 
Fusion a n d t h ree co p i es of Crash Bo ndicoot Fusion to g i ve a way 
^ There's also a first prize of a gleaming new GB Advance 
^ 5P for fhe first prize winner. 

So you waging for? 
Enter already' 

BY TEXT: Write nomcomp FUSION' , then the 
letter of your answet and send it to 83149, 

BY PHONE: 0905 053 1102 

BY POST: Send your name, address, telephone number and your answer to 

The Spyro and Crash competition. NOM UK 

Sushfield House Orton Centre, Peterborough, PE2 5UW. 


Wm Dragons and Bandicoots! 































Preview the game trailer an the 
Spider-Man Deluxe Edition 0VD, 


Take New York for s spin. 

Win at www.spider-manEthegame.co.uk 


In stores July 0th. 



Do anything Spider-Man can 
with breathtaking new moves 
and amazing combos, 


Gn anywhere and interact 
with anyone and anything. 


Pick your own path: bottle 
Doc Ock f bust street crimes 
or clash with classic villains. 


Swing through a living, I uglily 
detailed Manhattan. 


Web swing fur the first time 
from street to rooftop across 
the entire city. 
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Ha i 

CD 


^ xenx 

r-j- i 'i r i n n li 

GAMECUBE 


5pitf£f-Miin ,-iiid nB rplaterf r liararren. tM □ d /HIM Harmrl Character*, Inc. Spider-Man 2 , the nwuie, ZOOA ColumW Pidur**, Inc. AN iiqMi i*wiwd. Gaute mile ZQGd 
Activiiiori, iiK, did its difilidles, Pub-iisM antf Mniiut«l by ActiviWKi Pudlivtiing. Inc. AttlyaiiMi iid registered iraMmari of Acilniciiwi. irr and it* affinal p* ah- najtih 
rewmxl. ' PlJVSta^n"'3rd 1 nt- ■ PS Family loijn are rEqttffred trademark* nl Sony twpllftr Efltartiimnaitt Irif. CJAMt BOY A SVANCE.. NINTENDO GAMEIUBE AND THE NINTENDO 
GAMECUBE LOGO AflE TRADEMARKS Of NhMTENEHJ.Niii ijvjM , 30km nC the ta Ipggs are either register^ nademifts an ratfeirarKs OT M*tro^ft1T CD'pwaisDfl id (he U.S afid/fir 
alUC-r CDtlhtries Atf are used unflpr lirenw frnm Mirno*rtfr All nTh*r trademark* aid trad* <U*rte* vt tire properties a\ their respects owners. 
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•SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON P3 


►EVENTS 


> 0 PINIONS 


>COMPETITIONS 



CLASSIC 

NES SERIES 


COMPETITION 


Have you seen the NES SP in the shops? Is not having one 
leaving a hole in your life? If you’re a retro freak you’ll go mad 
for this month’s competition prize... 


The big prize 



W e wonder how many of you will not get a NES SP 

because your parents say "You’ve already got a Game 
Boy, you don’t need another one". WHATEVER, MUM! 

We bet your mum has got more than one pair of shoes. You 
see, they just don't understand. It's like they're blind to its 
beauty. We're not, and thanks to Nintendo we've got TWO full 
sets to give away. That's two super-sexy NES 
SPs each with the eight NES games in the 
collection. Look at the AWESOME retro-style 


packaging. Respect those pixels. And the cheeky NES styling on 
that SP. You want it. You NEED it. Winningthat lot would be a 
good reason to throw a HE-UGE party, we reckon. So we're not 
just going to give them to anyone. Have you been reading NOM 
like a bible? If so your knowledge of the Classic NES Series 
should be up to scratch and this question will be no problem. 


QUESTION 


j■£ rr 
_ r r r 


00NK£^' 




HOW TO ENTER | 

^ PHONE 

Dial 0905 053 1101, answer the question 
and leave your name, address and 
telephone number. Then cross your 
fingers and keep them crossed. 


Craig Choctham, Peterborough Cporgc Diirt, Hawnnn 
Ada in Lack, Chic faster Tom Gooden, Kent 

$.iqih ACh:iw:ij.i, London JtDl MillllS, Hull 

Hope Jones, Hyde Dan Potter, Bristol 

Luke Saunders, somerset Stott Russel, Staffordshire 


^POST 


9 TEXT 


Write your answer on a postcard and send 
it to; The NtS Competition, NOM UK, 
Bushtield House, Orton Centre, 
Peterborough, tambs, PC2 SUW. 


Text the words ‘nomcomp NE5' and the 
letter of your answer to 83149, 
Unfortunately, this service is not available 
for users of the Virgin network. 


IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ! All entries for this competition must be received by 12/08/2004 to qualify.* 


<39 (Nintendo) 
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Wario’s brain 


And so you won’t be 
tempted... the answers 
will be yours next issue. 


busters 



Link's iten hell 

Link's lost a few of his most useful 
items. Can you find them before 
Ganon shows up and kicks his ass? 


SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 


ANAGRAMS 

Can you unscramble these to reveal the 
names of eight Nintendo 64 classics? 


MERGENCE TO FIJI 


A MAYOR TRIP 


Bombs 
Boomerang 
Bow 
Fire Rod 
Hookshot 


Jar 

Magic Cape 
Majora's Mask 
Master Sword 
Ocarina 


Pegasus Boots 
Roc’s FeaLher 
Slingshot 
Titan's Mitt 
Zora's Flippers 


Test your Mario mettle against these tough questions 


RIG ISN’T OWL 64 


AIRS MORE UR 64 


1. In Mario Kart 6A t what is the largest engine size? 

2. Which PJ64 game was the first to use the Rumble Pak? 

3. What is the name of Sam us Aran’s scaly three-eyed enemy? 

4. What's the name of the Koruk who becomes the Wind Sage in the Wind Waker? 

5. In Perfect Dark , what is the name of Joanna Dark’s sister? 

6. In Dr. Mario ( how many different types of viruses are there to defeat? 

7. How many Shines are there to colled in Super Mario Sunshine? 

8. Which Pokemon Is said to be able to control time? 

% What was the codename for the GameCube while it was in development? 

10. What is the name of Princess Peach's elderly servant? 

11. How many engine parts are there to collect in Pikmrn? 

12 What is the name of the Metroids' home planet? 

13. How many channels are thereon a WaveBird? 

34, In Wario Ware, what is the name of Wario’s afro haired friend? 

15. Who is Luigi's evil twin? 
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ODD-I OUT 


One of these games was 
released in the UK BEFORE 
Japan. Bur which one it was? 

| Metrold Prime 

2 Super Mario Sunshine 

3 Super Monkey tell 

4 Marie Party 5 

5 LSZ: The WM Waker 


• here are five differences between these two Link to the Past world maps. 
Can you find them all? We know it's small. It it was bigger, it'd be too easy. 


Nintendo know-it-all 













































World of Nintendo 
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??? KNOW THE SCORE ??? 


Can you work out the game names? Say what you see. 
And blame Dan Payne, because this was his idea. 


s only the . . . NINTENDO crossuord! 


ACROSS 

Examine his Wares carefully They 
might be a bit dodgy 
Olimar's glad these boys are so stupid 
The radiant reward for Sunshine success 
MariOi "Yeah, this massive place 
belongs to my brother” 

Pokerrion's famous electric mouse" 
Nintendo's super-cool little NE5 robot 
Pig’Ugly Zelda uberboss 
The currency that shows up on Link's 
cash machine 

The ability that lets Samus pretend 
she’s AiAi 


DOWN 

The surname of the bloke from 4 across 
The Japanese name for 6 down 
Nintendo's hardest character. A gift, 
when you think about it 
The first Nintendo console abbreviation 
The Nintendo boss character that Dean 
and Mike fear the most. 

You call it a camera. But in Wind Waket 
they'd calf it this 

To trade Pokemon, you need to (4,2) 
Old-sounding Metal Gear lady 


Know your crap games from the classics? Match the games to the scores 
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We've all done it * 
walked around a 
corner, tripped over 
something, uttered 
words that made passing 
strangers look unwell, and 
wondered aloud who in their 
right mind would leave a chair 
somewhere like that. Or perhaps 
we’ve crept around a comer in a 
dimly lit dungeon, Master Sword 
trembling In our hand, eyes 
darting about in the flickering 
torchlight - only to have the 
camera swing around to reveal 
the giant ore with the spiky club 
ready to puncture our green 
tunic ed ass in several painful 
places, "Who put him there?" 

Lord of the Realm 

Short answer: a game designer 
did. Well, he probably didn't put 
the chair at the bottom of your 
stairs, but he certainly put the 
ore there, and all of its orcish 
friends. He also put the Master 


Sword in your hand, the torch on 
the wall, and worked out 
exactly which buttons you'd 
need to press to try and avoid 
the imminent battering of that 
green-clad backside of yours, in 
other words, when it comes to 
games, the designer is God - he 
builds the worlds, puts the 
characters in them, and decides 
what they can and can't do. 
Except that unlike God, his job 
takes longer than six days (with 
a bit of a nap on the seventh). 

"A games designer brings 
together all the great ideas that 
make a game enjoyable for the 
player" explains Andy Kerr id ge, 
who works as a designer on the 
Harry Potter ga mes for 
Electronic Arts in Surrey, "These 
ideas can come from anyone, 
Including the designers 
themselves and are then filtered 
to make sure they will improve 
the game, and can go into the 
game without making it late. To 
be able to accomplish this, we 


WHAT CAME DESIGNERS ACTUALLY DO 


■ Bullied as children, games designers take out their pain on you 


■ Unfinished maps look rubbish, Jesus! Put some textures In guysl 


need to be able to understand 
every little piece of the game, 
and how they al! fit together" 

"A games designer is 
responsible for many things," 
agrees Anna Larke, a designer 
working for Argonaut Games in 
North London. "We design the 
levels for the game - what 
puzzles are In a level, what kind 
of environment the player will 
be running around in, how we 
imagine it a look, what 
characters we want in the game, 
how the levels will play,, how the 
game will progress, We design 
the ma i n ga me 'mecha n ics’ - 
how the game is structured, 
what the score system will be 
and what effect the pick-ups wi 11 
have, and so on,” 

In other words, most of us 
have probably dreamed of being 
a game designer at some point. 
The designers are the people 
with the big ideas who make 
games what they are - and while 
the incredible talent of the 


programmers and artists are 
required to make the worlds 
they dream up real, at the end of 
the day every great game you've 
ever played started as a twinkle 
in a designer's eye, So, the sixty 
million collar question - "Where 
do I sign?" 

Design for Life 

Or, rather, what do you need to 
become a game designer? The 
answer is talent - and buckets of 
It, "Many of the games designers 
I have worked with have had 
skills irt many different areas - 
that makes for a much stronger 
team,"says Andy "A designer 
needs to be both creative and 
logical; an unusual mix.” 

"You need to be able to see 
what makes a game good, and 
what makes a particular game 
bad,” says Anna. "Arid you need 
to be good at conveying your 
ideas both verbally and using 
documentation." 

Andy agrees with this. "We 
start by building the overall 
structure, the gameplay 
mechanics and then the levels,” 
he explains. "This phase tends to 
involve a lot of arm waving, 
strange drawings, and lots and 
lots of docu mentation !'* 

Another thing both designers 
agree on is that in order to be a 


• Work out the overall structure for the game - how it will play and progress 

• Design enemies, pick-ups, objects, locations and characters 

• Work with artists and programmers to make those things a reality! 

• Actually design the final levels in special editing tools 

• Make sure the final game is as dose to the original idea as possible 



























BEING A GAME DESIGNER; 


World of Nintendo 


Being a games designer means you have 
to visualise worlds in your little head. 
This means your mental powers have to 


be astonishing and you should be given 
to high fantasy. A bit like a daydreaming 
Derren Brown with a goblin fetish* Take 


ADBQCC 


our simple test to see if you're made of 
the right stuff to design tomorrow's 
Marios and Zeldas. 


1, As a child, did you throw tantrums if your parents forced you to wear y es [ ] no | 
anything other than red dungarees or a pointy, felt green hat? — 1 — 1 


2* You're doing some weeding In the garden: do you stop halfway 

through and end up sitting In the rain for the next week, staring into 

space constructing a complex mental fantasy involving a small spaceman Y es \_J no [ 

and walking weeds white your mother contemplates calling the nice men 

In white coats? 


3. Do you walk a round work/school tutting at how badly the building 

would work if you could roll around as a little ball and shoot people? Y es [_j no j_| 

4* Your nephew Is playing with the wormery he got for Christmas. Do you 
(A) congratulate him on his present, giving him a friendly squeeze on the 
shoulders and passing him a piece of your Terry's Chocolate Orange; (B) 
advise him on how to construct the tunnels in the sand to greater aid the 
worms'experience through the wormery world; (C) stick his head in the 
toilet and start dressing up the worms as games characters* screaming “1 
HAVE TO MAKE THE GAME!" 


RESULTS! 

# MOSTLY “NO” ANSWERS AND EITHER ‘A f 
OR ‘B 1 FOR QUESTION 4: 

You have as much chance of designing gomes as 
England have of winning anything under Sven, 

* MOSTLY “YES” ANSWERS AND EITHER W 
OR 'G' FOR QUESTION 4: 

You may love Terry's Chocolate Orange too 
much to be a design er t hut there's hope for you, 

• MOSTLY “YES" ANSWERS AND 'C FOR 
QUESTION 4: 

You are Miyamoto 2: Return of Miyamoto. Your 
mental world consists of a series of rooms and 
little islands. Design away. 



good game designer, you have to 
have a real love for games. Non- 
obsessive gamers need not 
apply. "I think you need to have a 
good grasp of games/' says 
Anna, who buys more games in 
a month than most people do in 
a year. JJ ft helps to be up to date 
on new games, and what kinds 
of games are around now/ 

Its not just as simple as 
having a great idea, then - 
there's a lot more work involved 
in designing games than just 
sitting on a throne surrounded 
by programmers and artists who 
make your dreams come to life 
"Designing also entails building 
levels/' Anna tefls us, "You need 
to use editors to but Id levels - at 
Argonaut we have our own 
specially coded in-house editor, 
in this we can add the world 
geometry (the actual graphics in 
the level) that the artists have 
made for us, place enemies, 
objects, characters arid pick-ups, 


Then there are camera angles, 
sounds and cut-scenes to add So, 
you have to be good at using 
software like that” 

Game Brain 

Luckily there are several ways to 
get into the job. One of the most 
popular is to start as a games 
tester - a different ind ustry job 
which involves finding bugs and 
problems. "I started out at 
Argonaut as a tester/ says Anna. 
"This was a great way to learn 
how the industry works. Then, 
after id been a tester for about a 
year, I went into game design/ 
The second way is to build a 
game, or part of a game, on your 
own. "Companies prefer people 
with Initiative and ambition, 
says Andy. "Design a game 
yourself and get a demo 
together/Anna explained this a 
bit more for us - "Another way in 
can be the 'mod J route - making 


levels in editors such as 
WorldCraft, which is available 
on the internet. Some PC 
games - like Ha If-Life and 
NeverWinter Nigh ts eve n 
come with their own editors.” 


So, there you have rt. The 
thought of designing your 
very own games might seem 
like a dream, but even 
Shigeru Miyamoto had to 
start somewhere... 


HOW DO I DO IT? Follow these steps to at least get on the right path. 

• Play a lot of games, and not just the best ones. To make good games you need to be able to spot a bad game at a 
million paces. 

• Start making levels for games already on the market... PC games like Quake, Unreal, StarCraft and WarCraft have 
free level editors, so get to work. It may not be Mario or Metroid, but you need all the practice you can get. 

• Get a design brief together. Design a game and build a demo to show employers. Sounds easy? It isn’t, but 
remember that people want to see the design of the game, so you need to get down all your ideas about characters, 
levels, stages, and so on. Let your imagination run riot. 

• Prepare a high-quality portfolio of your work. 

• Look for jobs in games testing. This is a traditional 'in’for aspiring games designers. You may spend years looking 
for bugs and flaws in other people's games, but if you’re dedicated and talented this is usually the best starting point. 



You think all the NOM boys do is sit and play games. Ha! Weil, that's what a Games Tester does. The dream 
ticket, right? Well you may change your mind after reading about their wretched lives here next issue. 





































NCSf P 


Even more Famicom! • Samus made flesh # Final Fantasy freebies 


Famicom spectacular 

Another month, another batch of cool Famicom goods. Even though the 
classic system’s year-long anniversary celebration is winding down here 
in Japan, it’s entirely possible that the Famicom boom will continue on. 


FAMICOM MINI 
COLLECTION BOX VOLUME 2 


■ Surprise, surprise. 
Nintendo is once again 
offering a specialised 
collector's box for Famicom 
Mint fans, this one for 
those who purchased afl 
10 VoL 2 games before July 
30th. The box is covered 
with pixel art from the 
games, and comes with a 
commemorative plaque, 
just like the first box. 




You have to be Japanese to find this cool That seems to be the assumption 


FAMICOM 


■ Can't get enough classic Nintendo during the day? You need some 
Famicom Controller pillows! These plush babies come in two variations 
(controller 1 or 2 — the second controller was slightly different in Japan), 
providing the ultimate in bedtime comfort for weary NES-heads. 



FAMICOM 
HAND TOWELS 

fl Summer's here, so why not wipe those sweaty 
brows with your favourite classic Nintendo game? 
Banpresto’s new Famicom Hand Towels come m four 
flavours: Mario Bros., two different Super Mario Bros . 
variations and The Legend of Zefda. Best of all, the 
packages are replicas of the original Famicom 
cartridge boxes! Now we're looking into producing a 
special ass-drying towel with Mike's face on it. 
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A In spite of its cheap, lacklustre packaging, 
the U5 Classic NES line is doing quite well at 
import shops in Akh Didn't see that coming 
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A Club Sega; massive, famous Sega arcade 
and safe-haven for gamers stuck out in the 
neverending torrential rains 


■ June is rainy season in Japan, which 
means a large percentage of game geeks 
remain in hibernation until the sun comes 
back out, lest they electrocute themselves 
with their Wi-Fi enabled pocket protectors. 
As such, there wasn't a whole lot going on 
in Akihabara this month, aside from the 
mass importing of Nintendo's classic NES 
line of Game Boy systems and games from 
America which have proven to be quite 
popular with the old-skool gamer crowd in 
Tokyo, Surely they don’t look at the US 
game boxes and think they are cool?! 


Live action 
Metroid 

1 Metroid: Zero Mission finally launched in Japan last month, and with it came a 
killer 30-second TV commercial starring 22-year-old Japanese idol Chisato Morkhita 
as Samus Aran. The clip, which is basically one huge spoiler (whoops! stop reading 
here if you care), shows Samus as seen at the end of the game, infiltrating the Space 
Pirate Mother Ship in nothing but a skin-tight bodysuit. Perhaps making up for the 
lack of 3D in the actual game, Nintendo uses a lot of, err, interesting camera angles 
in the commercial. And what’s with the dark hair, love? 



/ 



' Must buy nice 
ass. I mean, 
Zero Mission” 


M 10,000 lucky purchasers of Square 
Eims upcoming Final Fantasy !8ill 
collection for Game Boy Advance 
will win one of three limited edition 
FFi&iil keystraps, each based on a 
different character from FFl (Black 
Mage, White Mage or Red Mage}. 
The straps come with a crystal 
ornament adorned with the 
character's original 8-bit pixel art 
and will not be sold in stores. If you 
want one, you'll have to win one I 


The current best-celling games on Nintendo pljutlinrrm in Japan 



D 

Wario World 

(Nintendo, GC) 

a 

Pikmin 2 

(Nintendo, GC) 

D 

Metroid: Zero Mission 

(Nintendo, GBA) 

a 

Poke mo n FireRed &t Leaf Green 

(Nintendo, GBA) 

D 

Kirby and the Amazing Mirror 

(Nintendo, GBA) 

a 

Famicom Mini: Ganbare Goemon! 

(Kona mi, GBA) 

a 

Famicom Mini: Dr : Mario 

(Nintendo, GBA) 

a 

Famicom Mini : Super Mario Bros . 

(Nintendo, GBA) 

a 

Famicom Minh Twin Bee 

(Konami t GBA) 

Q 

Famicom Mini: Adventure island 

(Hudson , GBAj 


Source! Drea.ni 
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Pyuu to Fuku: Jaguar Deru Megane Kun! 


O lt's okay. Those giraffes Linder the water with me won't 
drown. They're trapped under little glass tumblers with 
— an air pocket in the top. I can just swim past and dodge 
the 3D jellyfish. They look 3D because I'm wearing the special 
glasses that came with the game. The only thing that's 
mentallertban the name Pyuu to Fukur Jaguar Byoti Deru 
Megane Kun! is the game Pyuu to Fuku: Jaguar Byoti Deru 
Megane Kun! 

Its based on a Manga. That goes some way to explaining why 
you punch badly drawn cats in the face and go all pixellated 
when you eat the wrong food, Ids magnificently Japanese even 
before you put on the supplied glasses that makes it go 30. A bit. 
With Boktai as well, you've got to hand it to Kona mi for trying to 
change the way we play GBA. 

The main action is old-style run and jump siliyness, Up and 
down platforms, giving it some hammer. Sometimes you'll fare 
off against a boss from the top dowry, sometimes you swim with 
trapped giraffes, and sometimes you're picking through ninja 
temples from an isometric view. It's constantly throwing up new 
things. There's a Castievania stage. A dash of Gradius, It's all over 
the place, and that's Lhe charm. 

It's annoying as hell that you can't just walk past a flapping 
door without getting sucked into a room in which you have to 
exterminate all life to get back out again. You exit, don't jump in 
the right place, and you're hack in _ 

Jumping OVER doors you don't h ^ IP 

want to go in? Is this 1985 again? H 

Wearing glasses to play though, ?,****&■■ Ii m ■ 

that's a novelty. Unless you're 
short sighted. Rut then, your I 

glasses don't make stuff 3D. Rut B , j v 

then again, everything you look at I , r Jf f V 

in the real world Is actua I ly 3D. So I , iy 

is this a good thing or a bad thing? B ^ v-- 

Neither. It's a JAPANESE thing. B "l 
































played? 


0 {^ Over In Japan right now, it's FA Ml COM MELTDOWN. As 
.C3) grown-up gamers gleefully reinforce blotky game 

memories with their hard-won Yen, retro remakes and 
collections are falling out of the sky. So Jaleco has remade an 
awful ninja game, and tried to smokescreen that by chucking 
a few NES games on as well. 

Nothing on this carl is any good. The new old game, the 
NES games, nothing In the lwo original Jaja-Kun games, you 
h a d t h is n i n j a who it loved i n this vi ole nl. u r vwo r k ,i b 1 e way hi e 
killed things with bombs to open doors, and the graphics 
looked like vomit. The new version plays equally badly, but the 
graphics now look like My First Crap Shareware Game. And 
over there, people are BUYING this. We just wish wed freeze 
dried the turds we did as infants during Famicom launch 
week, Ching, rhing 

Very few old video games age well. Bui the good ones 
remain good, because there's still that spark in them. The time 
we've spent playing old Mega Man games this month is 
evidence of that. But Exerion on here? Could be t he worst 
shooter ever, formation Z is slightly heller but only I ec 5 use 
when the robot jumps into the air he turns into a spar eship. 

Connection is just plain weird. You drive a sports car along 
platforms, they turn white, and you have to avoid the police If 
you touch the cops, YOUR GAR EXPLODES. No 'Excuse me Sir, is 
this your vehicle’/ Are you aware it 
m turns the roads white?'|ust 

immediate fiery death. Ihe luluie 

. i'y going to kick ass if you’re a five 

o. Crap game again, by the way. 
bo that's t h < it. Ft OU rs of fur i for 
n “ ~Cz peop I e w \ 1 o a r u s l u f;>i d I y k i d d i ng 

^ ^ l themselves that these games 

were ever any good. All ir i all this 
is a tragic waste of ninjas, 

. r Iniwr ' ve r had ly dra w n . auirn at ed 

jRfr:. ^0__ —-eg—j and controlled 
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/Man is a robot. runs through amusement 
parks, forests, factories, and lots of other crazy 
places, and uses his arm cannon to blow up other 
robots. These other robots have neat gimmicks, like having 
scissors on their heads or the ability to freeze time. After 
killing them, Mega Man steals their powers and uses them 
to blow up even more robots, which are sometimes so big 
that they take up the entire screen. He also has a robot dog 
that can fly. Oh, yeah, and he's in a game made by Capcom. 

Way back in Mega Man's 1987 inception, when these 
words actually meant something, this is all we needed to 
hear to send us dinging Lu Mum s leg, begging incessantly 
for a copy of the game. Apparently this worked, a lot, 
because Mrga l\Aan became so popular that it spawned five 
sequels for the NES alone. 

After 17 years of countless sequels and spin offs Lhat 
continue to this day, Cap corn's dumped the lot on one tiny 
GameCube disc Eight numeraled games and some cool 
unlockables, like producer interviews and the two elusive 
a rcade games. The games look and sou rid j u st a s we 
remember then, although the controls are a little wonky. For 
some reason, the functions of the Qand Q buttons have 
been switched from those of the originals. We had a few 
instances of running off a cliff while firing, instinctively 

- pressing what used to be 

"jump/' but with enough 
practice this weird little setback 
y can be conquered. 

/* If nothing else, this collection 

has taught 




us a very important 
lesson A nice way of explaining 
what we've learned is that once 
in a while, it's important to 
hone one's gaming skills on 
something a bit more 





























challenging than we’re accustomed to. , S s ■' y -■' ^ 

A not-so-nice explanation is that, well, we y“*w / / ■ y\ 
suck. We’ve become soft. Some of us .4 \J/ P y * v ' y‘ 

remember being able to blast through these I A ,- / y 

games, start to finish, on one life. Mow we \ ! \ , y 

find ourselves muttering-hell, screaming t j f\ lyfff. ... 

obscen ities as the Came Over screen taunts y 

us early in the game. * x 

Dusting off a couple of the original carts y 
from our archives proved that the games ! =J ^7y 

have basically remained untouched, ...3*7* - y V' -7y'’ 

discrediting our early conspiracy theories ^£Ty < / 

that involved developer Atomic Planet . ; ,] 

mischievously upping the difficulty on these y ' ’ y - , 

classics. They really are the same games 

and, though we hate to admit it, we've lost y~ ^ ^ _ ’"** 

a lot of our old-skonl, robot-killing skills. / ■;‘' J .-.'y! . 

Despite our stupidity and shame, this 7 y .:'7 

collection h as b ro u g h t o u t a 1 ot of g re at f y’ y 

memories, and given us a new perspective 

on one of the more important series in S y y ' S y y'7 

gaming history. Mega Man, much like any . ' y * i ' y r , y 

I ege n da ry roc k gro up’sdebuitalbum,wasa : - ^ y , ( 

solid and enjoyable experience in its time. / y y y 

It's a b it aw kwa rd a n d c I um sy i n s pots t h es e y / /f / y s‘_ y 

days, but it was a strong start, and served as V A? V’y / y 

a more-than-adequate template for what 
was to follow. Mega Man //refined the -H y ‘ 

ideals of the original to perfection, and did n 3 _ vl „ _7_7 

so with such style and pizzazz that we re 

still in awe some 16 years later. The game is simply timeless, with a 
level design and soundtrack that remain among the best of all time. 
With arguably no room for improvement, Mega Man Hi polished up 
the graphics and sound and added a nifty new sliding move that has 
remained a staple in every Mega Man game since. It's arguably just as 
good a game as H was but, again, there wasn't much more that could 
have been done. The series had already reached its peak. By the time 
Mega Man i l/came about, it was becoming apparent that the creative 
flame had fizzled and died, and that the series was now more of a 
rash row franchise than a canvas for innovation. 























Is a Big in Japan SPECIAL BONUS. 
Take journey into the not know as 
Bobby e-Reader out secret levels from 
Super Mario Advance 4 - JAPAN 
VERSION! Is so exciting to see new 
worlds and cry Mario happiness tear. 

(Translation: Oh yes. We’ve unlocked all of the hidden levels 
from the Japanese GBA remake of Super Mario Bros. 3.) 
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>FEATURE: MORE MORE MARIO! 
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Oh no. Pull up the 
vegetable. Mario 2 j_ 
is so sucks. 

oh © 


>WW3glll 




emm «s® mime® 


OEO 


Doors. 
Very many 
doors. 


BANG! BANG! BANG! Try to ~ ~ - 
not get killed to dead BANG! Is hard to live. 





MUSHROOM LEVEL 2: 

J — — . i r 

SLIDIN’ THE SLOPES 
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>FEATURE: MORE MORE MARIO! 
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Coins go over lava t 
make floor. Walk 
on money floor. 
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> INTERVIEW: MARKO HEIN 



Interview by Dean Scott 


NOM puts the i 
Nintendo Europe, Marko Hein 


versus 


I t J s great when you get to interview gaming superstar like Shieeru Miyamoto. But ask him about delayed release dates for UK games, 
and he's not dose enough to realise there's a problem. That’s why NOM sat down with Marko Hein at EB. As head of Product Analysis at 
Nintendo Europe, Marko knows exactly what s going on over here. He's the man to ask those tricky Europe-specific questions. So that's 
exactly what we did. Oh, and game nut Marko is just as excited about the prospect of Pokemon on Nintendo DS as you are... 


Nintendo Official Magazine: So... the new 
Zelda game. Wow I 

Marko Hein: It comes as a surprise to a lot of 
fans because in Wind Waker 1, everything 
was cel-shaded. Everyone was expecting the 
same of this game because we'd announced 
it as Wind Waker 2. 

NOM: Was that a deliberate ploy? Because 
when Aon urn a was speaking at the Came 
Developer's Conference his new game was 
'Wind Waker 2\ Mr Aonuma went on the 
record and said it would be a real shame If 
they didn't use the cel-shading again, so 
everyone assumed it was going to go in that 
direction. Was that the big idea? 

MH: You never know with Nintendo and Mr 
Miyamoto, because they love surprises! I was 
as surprised as many people out there today. 

I think it even surprised people at Nintendo. 
Many of the hardcore fans who saw the 
Canon sequence at the beginning were a 
little bit shocked because it took such a 


sharp turn - now it's the actual game 
everyone's been waiting for years now, it was 
amazing. Even for me it was really amazing 
to see it, 

NOM: It ieems that for the first time in two 
or three years Nintendo have done what the 
fans were calling out for them to do, rather 
t han just doing a really ‘Nintendo' thing. It's 
a real new direction for Nintendo and a real 
kind of rebirth for the direction the 
company is going in. 

MH: I think that doesn't only apply for 
Nintendo, it applies for the whole industry. I 
think within the last ten years the industry 
has gotten tired and repetitious It seems like 
there are a million first-person shooters, it's 
nice, but what's next? 

NOM: You need a balance, don't you? You 
need a wider scope. You have your one 
brilliant FPS, and everything else as well. 

MH: Exactly. And Nintendo takes it very 


seriously Okay we have the hardcore gamers 
who want stuff that isn't Mario Kart or 
whatever, and we need something new - we 
definitely need something new. And the DS -1 
think it's a very clear step forward. Its a very 
dear message to all gamers -forget about 
what you know of gaming before, and go in a 
different direction. And in the next console, 
Nintendo Revolution, I think it's very clear that 
you can expect something absolutely new, 

NOM: What is the thinking behind releasing 
Animaf Crossing at this time? When we 
interviewed you at ECTS In 2003, you said 
there was no chance of that happening. 

MH: We had to listen to the hardcore fans. It 
takes a lot of money and manpower to 
localise a game like that in five languages, and 
all our resources were being used on Pokemon 
Ruby and Sapphire. Since then, we've had 
another meeting. We decided now was a 
good time to get Animal Crossing loutthere, 
because we plan to bring Animal Crossing 2 to 












Europe also, ft also primes people for Animal 
Crossing on Nintendo DS. 

NOM: Might Europe see more 'niche* type 
Japanese titles in the future? 

MH: It would be unfair to say, because we're 
now going in a different direction. We've 
changed our localisation strategy so we're 
translatingdirectlyfrom Japanese Into English 
rather than from America, which gives a great 
time advantage. I think this is a stepthat the 
UK gamers will really appreciate, and many 
times well actually see games released here 
before America. 

NOM: That's very welcome. But couldn't you 
just release the American games In the UK? 
Or does European law have something to say 
about this? 

MH: From a business perspective it makes 
sense to treat Europe as one territory. 

All our marketing and all our distribution is 
centralised. The other problem is the PAL 
conversion. That means if we split the 
localisation into different timings, it would 
cause massive problems for our 
development teams. 

NOM: So, Animat Crossing 2. That's wasn't 
shown at E3. Next year perhaps? 

MH; We don't have any dates yet, to be 
honest, I don't know why they haven't 
displayed it yet, I know that we'd announced 
it this year. 

NOM: The e-Reader though, that seems as If 
It's off the European schedule for good - is 
there any reason for that? 

MH: Although it was received well at the 
Japan launch and in America, we did some 
research in Europe and found that the e- 
Reader might not be a good idea for Europe. 
We couldn't see a market for it. So for Europe 
we've tried to make all things in Animal 
Crossing accessible in some way. so the 
players won't suffer. 


NOM: What are your expectations for the 
NES SP in Europe? 

MH; Our sales forecasts are high. There are a 
lot of fans out there that really appreciate the 
old games - the old games are still classics. 
There's two sides to it - there's new casual 
gamers getting good games for a nice price, 
and then there's the older gamers who 
remember them and get to play therm again 
on a handheld system. 

NOM: The second wave of the Famicom Color 
mes have been released in Japan - will they 
released in Europe depending on Now the 
first one sells? 

MH: We have to wart and see how the first 
series are received. It also makes sense for us 
to change the games line up for Europe, so 
you may see NES games released here but not 
in Japan and America. 

NOM: One of the big surprises for the show 
was Advance Wars for GameCube, developed 
in the UK, by Kuju. Sony has a massive base 
of developers producing games for Sony 
Europe - Is that a direction Nintendo's looking 
to expand into? 

MH: Yes, it's happening right now, driven by 
Nintendo of Japan. Nintendo has been 
traditionally very Japan-focused. 

then they expanded to America, they did a 
brilliant job in finding developers, and I think 
that when you say that this will happen in 
Europe we need to find the developers. 

And a lot of good developers come from 
Europe, sothats why they go to Europe, and 
try to find them-, 

NOM: An amazing thing is to see such a big- 
name franchise, Advance Wars, going outside 
of Japan for development. That really 
surprised a few people. 

MH: Well - Metroid, for example, left 
Japan. It's a similar thing. You have to see 
which developers can offer the most for 
a franchise. 


NOM: So Donkey Konga's definitely coming 
out in the UK, bongos and all? 

MH; Yes, it's on the first of October. 

NOM: Even that's a departure from a 
Japanese company - J mean, Sega released a 
lot of peripheral-driven games which didn't 
get launched over in Europe because of Issues 
with the peripheral. Has the track listing 
changed for Europe? 

MH: I’m actually very proud of this, because I 
was responsible for selecting the songs, and 3 
hope I did a good job - there are songs by Kylle 
Minogue and Blink 1S2 and those kind of 
people, it's actually the very first time in 
Nintendo history that this has happened - 
because it's different from country to country 
America's more of a younger audience, 

Sesame Street and so on, but we've actually 
focused on popular artists that weren't 
necessarily top of the charts, and I think that 
this will be very useful for them. 

NOM: In the Japanese version, there were a 
lot of songs that were typically Japanese, but 
what was quite surprising is there's only a 
tew actual Nintendo theme songs actually in 
the game. That seemed the one thing, to me, 
that was really missing. 

MH I think there are seven or eight songs 
which are Nintendo themes, at least for 
Europe, Sometimes there are other ones that 
America or Japan have, but I think that when 
you have too many Nintendo songs that you 
limit it only to Nintendo fans rather than a 
wider audience. 

for example, I don't recall all the Kirby 
songs but I know the Mario tune and the 
leida theme. A lot of the Nintendo tunes only 
the hardcore fans are familiar with. 

NOM: Do you think there's enough of a 
hardcore fan base in Europe for Nintendo to 
start bringing out things like the soundtrack 
CDs and all the licensed toys that they have 
in Japan, such as the Zelda Gashapon? 
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INTERVIEW: MARKO HEIN 



NINTENDO IS TAKING EUROPE 
EXTREMELY SERIOUSLY NOW.. 


MH: Japan is a different culture in terms of all 
theme rch a nd i se. Th ey're ve ry e nt h u s ia st ic 
about franchise in Japan, with things like the 
Tamagotchi and especially Fokemon - you see 
kids with Pokemon bags, and shoes, and 
trousers - but you would never see this in 
Europe It's not that extensive I think over 
here, our business is games, and so that's 
what we aim for. 

NOM; It's surprising sometimes. When Pocket 
Monsters was first released as a Japanese 
Game Boy Color game It seemed so massively 
Japanese that it couldn't catch on anywhere 
else* it was strange that it was a culture unto 
itself and universally across the globe people 
really bought into it, 

MH : ! think it was that combination of 
catching and raising the Pokemon and 
training - it's a very successful combination 
and probably Nintendo never predicted that 
kind of phenomena. 

You can't predict it You can try to make a 
good game and you can have certain 
ingredients, but you never can predict the 
success. Pokemon was really an amazing, 
amazing thing. 

NOM: It seems the perfect thing for 
Nintendo OS as well, for Pokemon to move 
onto that hardware. 

MH: Absolutely. With wireless features, or 
even through a local network through the 
WiFi - you could connect to people in places 
like Australia and exchange your Pokemon. It's 
really exciting. 


NOM: How do you think Europe's going to 
take to the DS and what has the feedback 
from the European journalists been like? 

MH: Everybody's very surprised. Very positively 
surprised, its going in a completely new 
direction. Its not the typical standard, using 
left and right thumbs. Since the years of the 
NFS it's been ve/y traditional in how you 
control the game, but now its the very first 
time that you actually control the game in a 
different way. For example, have you seen the 
Pac-Man that you draw? 

NOM: That's amazing. 

MH: Definitely. It's AMAZING, And it's only an 
early technical demo. You draw Pat-Man in 
the game, and it starts moving. 

NOM: To me, that was one of the most 
convincing things that were shown, actually, 
because It really was a new thing. The Sega 
Sonic thing looked lovely, but all It was was 
rubbing. 

MH: I think they came up with some technical 
ideas that were very impressive. All these 
games, though they show what you can do by 
simply touching the screen. And have you 
seen Met raid! 

NOM: When I saw the presentation I thought 
that tapping the screen wouldn't work, but 
it's perfect* It actually works better than you 
think. It works great for Metroid because you 
get a kind of mouse feeling. When you tap 
the screen ft feels like you're using a mouse, 
and it feels like a PC game. 


MH: It also shows how you can combine the 
traditional way with the touch-screen. So you 
have your thumb for things like jump and 
duck, then you turn around and shoot with 
the stylus. Then you switch into the Morph 
Ball mode, and it's really cool, 

NOM: It made me think that FPSs usually 
have a big screen, and they're immersive 
because they're so realistic. Yet the DS game - 
because the interface is so different - 
immerses you in a different way and it's just 
as good as being there* 

MH: It's very intuitive. It's also good for casual 
gamers, because it's very different from 
pushing different buttons at the right time - 
it's very easy. It’s different to anything on the 
Game Boy. 

NOM: I think the real test is with the girls on 
the stand, I know they're paid to smile and 
say they like Nintendo, but they were really, 
really into it. The girls say they really like It 
and they're going to get one when they come 
out, and you can tell that they're really 
amazed by this thing, and that's the brilliant 
thing about it. 

It's really innovative and it’s much more 
mainstream, because everybody can just pick 
it up and touch it. 

MH: it's much more obvious. Do you 
remember the minigame where you have 
different buttons to press to fire the weapons, 
but why not just touch it? Buttons aren't 
natural. It's instinct to touch something to 
bring it closer or move it away. 
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When I first moved into my 
virtual town there were only 
about six other characters living 
there. I checked out the map at 
the train station to find out 
where they all lived and went to 
introduce myself. All were very 
welcoming except for an ape like 
character called Cesar that didn't 


Cm * 

What do \ftik i mink yw/r* 
demo, riislnu such a slink 
this tart* In ih* n»rnlfl0? 
Yc^r* out cl your wind I 


seem to like me at 
all. He was mean. 
If l could shoot 
fireballs he'd have 
got one in the face. 


Rover gp 

Hrmm... Well 

S iuting..* 

Now THAT is 


H rmmffl- i 


Oh, my! Havf we met before, 
tsk tsk? Vm almost 
positive the answer is no. 


All my work had finally paid off. My 
debt was deared and I no longer had 
to work at Tom's shop. HURRAH! Sut 
that same day, Tom offered to make 
my house bigger. That meant more 
debt and plenty more hard work but 
what the h el I 

^Ik couldn't 

WJ0 0 * ' wm in that 


Now it was all about raking in the cash to pay on 
mv debt with Tom Nook. He had me doing 
deliveries, sending letters to his customers at the 
Post Office and pi anting flowers around the shop 
for decoration, I also did favours for the other 
townsfolk, catching hugs, getting fruit and 

tracking down belongings they d loaned out and 


crappy, 
shed-sized 
toilet forever. 

I needed a 
bigger crib to 
chill in. 


Vuki 

[ wint you to <30 over to 

Vftti'i bouse 

inti 9*t ms my prsciaui 

fctndttTtfeltl* 


Now with a bigger home, I 
thought it high time I decked 
out my place with some 
fancy furniture, I bought a 
nice fable and some cool 
chairs. For the finishing 
touches I threw in some 
plants and also replaced my 
crappy carpet with some 
Ja panese-style Tata m i 
flooring. It wasn't a shack 
anymore, but a home fit for 
kings. All J needed now was a 
telly but Tom hadn't got any 


ALWAYS FIRST WITH THE BIGGEST GAMES 


Minten do 


Greeting the locals 


In the beginning 


Hard work ahead Mo’ money, mo’ problems 


Splash the cash 
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PREVIEW: ANIMAL CROSSING 




Visiting new places 


Everyone's town in Animal Craning is different 
Different animals, different houses all in unique 
locations and new items in the shops| They're 
generated randomly when you start a new 
game. I plugged in the Memory Card with 
Mike's town data and took a trip there on the 
tram. After poking around in his (smaller) house 


and doing some shopping, I noticed that Mike’s 
town had different fruit to mine. OrangesI Back 

c™^ Wn ’ hls oran 8 es worth a massive 
500 Bells EACH. So I robbed plenty from Mike 
and began growing my own orange trees. Each 

tree can grow three oranges and (planted six' 

Cha-cha-cha-CHINGI 


o 


m. 


Tue 


©O 


©G 


Jm 




Believe us, this is absolutely awesome. Mike’s missus 
can tell you that. She’s got a massive mansion with 
an upstairs and basement in her town. Blimey! 


Most people think about issues in their real life; who’s the 
fittest member of Girls Aloud, whether their footy team will 
win their next game, who can down the most beer - 
important stuff like that. But not Mike's girlfriend, Siuling. She hasn’t 
got time for alt that. She’s got another life. 

She has a life in a small town that exists in her telly. In that life she 
has a house with furniture, a mortgage, a job and lots of little animal 
friends. Every spare moment she has in the real world, she dips into 
her virtual life to check out what's going on. How are the trees she 
planted coming along? Has the furniture she ordered turned up yet? 


New faces 


■ inna Midp's town, it’s like the two 

..ch other. P.opl.fr"" 
>wn left to live in Mike s and some of 
p s pais moved in near 
Sometimes they’d 
ask me to trek back 
ike’s town to fetch 
ething they'd 
often when they 
■ed. How cool is that 
with new villagers 
img up all the time, 
town is a iot busier 
there’s always plenty 
loot's nice that way. 


Has the shop got any nice clothes in stock today? 

She’s living an Animat Crowing life, and is here to 
tell you how her town grew, and the cool things she 
gets up to. The now lonely and neglected Mike has realised taking 
home a US copy of the game was dearly a BIG mistake... 

The second pay-off 


Growing a bunch of my own orange trees with the oranges I stole 
from Mike's town was a stroke of genius. It was like printing my 
own money. It wasn't long before l J d paid off my second mortgage 

What now? 

Another extension! 

I spoke to my mate Tom. 
Nook and one day later 


_ 


standing in 
a massive 


room. 
Sweet .This 
is the life. 


Turn over to see 
what my town 
looks like now... 




Preview ! | ANIMAL CROSSING 


My house 


Tom Nook’s store 


This is my gaff, I ve turned it into a mansion, with a huge 
living room and I've even got an upper floor plus a basement. 
I don’t think it can be made any bigger than this though. 


Tom starts off with a puny shack, just l ike your house. But the more 
buying and selling you do at his store the bigger and better it will 
become. In my town he’s got a HUGE shop. 


Nifttmiclu 
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PREVIEW: ANIMAL CROSSING 


Police station 



IVe never come across any crime in my town, so these 
guys don't do much. They will tell you of any town 
events, and I often nick stuff from their Lost and Found. 



Faraway museum 


When you dig up fossils, you're supposed to bringthe bones here for 
their collection, but I don't bother with that Some of those babies are 
worth 5000 Bells to Tom Nook so I flog 'em. 


The Able Sisters Controlling nature 



I've tried designing a fewgarms before, but the dress I have put on 
my little Animal Cross/mjgirl at the moment is the best. I found it in 
the dump. No, I'm NOT A TRAMP! It's decent stuff! 



If you don't cut down trees and pull weeds as you wander around, 
they'll grow out of control. I was lazy once, and my town ended up 
like a jungle.Tree-kill-frenzy! CHOP! Who needs trees anyway? 


Post office 



Obviously, you can send letters to friends here, but this is also where 
you'll have to take your money to pay Tom Nook. Pelly ca n be a real 
moody cow sometimes, but you can't hit her. 


Here fishy, fishy 



I occasionally fling out my rod to see what I can catch. I never bother 
fishing in the streams because all I catch are bass or old boots. The 
beach is where you'll hook the real monsters. 


Friendly with the locals 



They come and they go, some are polite and some are rude. I always try to be 
friends with everyone. You can get cool stuff from them as gifts, especially if 
you tell them when it's your birthday. But any that nark me off get my bug 
catching net clobbered Into their head. That gets them REALLY angry. 



DEVELOPERt NINTENDO 
FAMOUS FOR: 

Being Nintendo. You know who they ore * 
you're reuding the offidui magazine. 


MULTIPLAYER: 
PUBLISHER: _ 
RELEASE: 


. NINTENDO 


REVIEW: 


_ SEPTEMBER 24TH 
__ NEXT ISSUE 



55 














Preview | MARIO VS DONKEY KONG 



2 Drop down the centre 
and grab the red 
present. 


Pound that blue switch. 


I Use the spring and 
launch onto the left 
platform, transfer and 
ride to the top. 


4 Take the right 

platforms to the top. 


5 Drop down the left 
side. Hit the yellow 
switch. Do not miss 
the yellow platform on the 
way down, or you'll have to 
start over at #31 



Up the left side again. 


7 Go up the yellow 
ladder, grab the key 
and drop down the left 
side. Do not go down the 
right side. 



Drop down here, and 
finish the level. That's 
how Mario vs Donkey 


Kong works. 


Mario vs Donkey Kong 

Based on previous results, you’d have to say the plumber was the favourite. 


O Our story begins, as it 
usually does, with a 
monkey watching 
TV. Lying on the couch 
channel-surfing late 
at night. Donkey 
Kong spies a 
commercial for 
some wonderful 
new Mini Mario 
globes, and he’s 
instantly 
enraptured. 

Wouldn't we all love a 
spherical Italian plumber to 
call our own? Immediately our 
buddy DK rushes out to the 
shops only to find they’re 
completely sold out. Now as 
you may have seen on the 
National Geographic channel 
gorillas are quick to anger, 
and ol' DK won't go home 
empty handed, oh no. Me 
breaks into the conveniently" 

SB (Nintendfl) 


across-the-street Mario Toy 
Company and steals an entire 
batch of Mini Marios. 

This 3s where the 
real Mario comes in, 
our hero in red. lt J s 
his (and therefore 
your) 

responsibility to 
track down this 
mischievous 
monkey and rescue 
the Mini Marios, That 
they'll be rescued only 
to be sold into virtual slavery 
to slobbering children and 
nauseatingly cute schoolgirls 
is entirely not the point. 

In typical Mario style the 
game is divided into worlds, 
with names like Donkey Kong 
Jungle and Fire Mountain, and 
stages, imaginatively called 
things like 1 3 and 4 2. You 
must complete a level before 


you move on, but after you've 
beaten it you can come back 
to it anytime and give it 
another run. This will come in 
handy later. 

Each world consists of six 
stages, a Mini Mario stage 
and a boss fight. Each stage is 
divided into two halves, both 
with simpleand dear 
objectives, For the first half 
you must help Mario pick up 
the key and carry it to the 



□ Hanging off tails. It's abuse 


lock, a task that 3 s often 
complicated enough on its 
own, as Mario cannot carry 
the key up ladders or while 
dropping from too great a 
height. In the second half you 
find and rescue a Mini Mario 
that Donkey Kong has left 
behind. As you might expect 
there's more to it; your 
progress is complicated by 
both a vicious time limit and 
bonus presents, as well as 



□ Imminent laser death for Mr. M 
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□ Pre-rendered sprites. Ugh.Thanks for inventing those. Rare. Good work 



□ Mario loots a keg of Stella from the Mushroom Kingdom off-license 


natural hazards. And animals. 
This Is puzzle action strong 
enough to give you a brain 
haemorrhage. It's a big bad 
world out there, kids. 

The boss battles are 
propelled In the 'legendary' 
bracket straight away. You get 
to throw bins at a monkey, 
plugging a glaring hole in the 
realm of digital primate abuse. 



□ Monkey's face, meet Shy-Guy 


That'll teach the stupid hairy 
animal for chucking those 
barrels twenty years ago. Cat 
bln, Kong Wallop! 

Every level is trickier than 
the last, and happily the 
difficulty curve is perfect. 
While you can sleepwalk 
through the first few stages it 
will quickly become obvious 
you should pay more attention 



□ It’s Robert ‘Dash’Omberwell! 


or suffer the consequences. 

It's not unlike school then 
Even when you've come to 
grips with the controls and 
can plot your path through 
the stage in seconds you 
should probahly apply a more 
critical eye. Sure you can tear 
through the game as fast as 
possible, but in each stage 
there's more than a deviously 
located key and lock, there are 
other goals which are crucial 
for getting stars. Ahh r the 
stars - It wouldn't be a Mario 
game without stars would it? 
That's right, shake your head, 
it wouldn't be. Every stage will 
reward you with a star if you 
play if right, and when you've 
acquired all the stars... Well, 

It's worth your time, let's leave 
it at that for now. 


You can easily beat the 
stages within the time limit, 
but each second left on the 
clock is worth a hundred 
points towards the score 
required to get a star. In 
addition there are three 
presents scattered around 
each stage, each worth 
enough points to make their 
collection almost mandatory - 
typically a third of the 
required amount. 

At the start of every level 
Mario learns a new move, and 
there's a lot of new actions he 
can perform now, like 
backflips, handstands and 
rope climbing. Once you've 
watched the brief tutorial it's 
on to the action, and the 
action is - from the very start 
-all good, 















Preview | MARIO VS DONKEY KONG 



□ Til just leave my door key here, in plain view, over the spiky bit' 



□ Did we just win? Was It GREAT? That sounds a bit sarcastic to us 


Some players may 
experience some deja vu when 
playing Mario vs Donkey Kong. 
Many of the levels, and the 
fiends in the Jeveis, pay 
homage to previous games in 
the Mario series. There are 
fireball spitting flowers, Shy- 
Guys, ghosts and switchblocks, 
a certain gorilla, barrels and 
springs, all familiar items but 
here used in exciting new 
ways. Colour coded ghosts will 
freeze solid when you press 
the right switch, becoming 
steps. Others will become 
solid and fall to the ground so 
Mario can collect them up and 
use them as weapons. 

The first levels take place in 
the Mario Toy Company 


complex, and they're pretty 
simple. Training levels, really, 
which is handy 'cos it can take 
some time to figu re out how 
everything works. 

One of the first things 
you'll find are 

the floor mounted switches, 
which are not unlike the 
switch blocks In Super Mario 
World, which must be 
stomped on to activate 
ladders, blocks and platforms 
of the sa me colour. The 
changes aren't permanent 
however: activating the blue 
switch will deactivate the red, 
stomping the red switch will 
deactivate the yellow, and so 
on. It can take a few tries 
before you learn the proper 


order and layout of each level. 

From there it's on to the 
Donkey Kong Jungle, and it's 
starting to get tougher now 
For starters there are a lot of 
vines to climb. If you've seen 
Donkey Kong Jr . you know the 
crack: climbing, dropping and 
jumping to and from vines is 
the order of the day. 

Fire Mountain Is where we 
start to separate the 
silverbacks from the baby 
chimps. It's a lot more 
difficult now, and you'll find 
yourself working hard to 
knock a few seconds off your 
time to get that elusive 
hundred points for the star. 
There are usually several ways 
to complete the stages, and 




the most obvious one will 
ra rely be the right one. If 
you've got a friend to team up 
with you'll probably discover 
paths you'd never think of on 
your own. 

Next up is Spooky House, 
which looks very much like 
the Ghost House in Super 
Mario World. Here's where the 
ghosts appear, smugly 
ethereal in their Shy-Guy 
masks. Our old friend Boo is 
back as well, following you 
stealthily if you dare turn your 
back on him. There are loads 
of moving platforms to 
contend with in this world, 
and so Mario's jumping skills 
will be taxed to their limit. 
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Black and white flashback 


The original monochrome Game Boy is where this was born 


Mario vs Donkey Kong didn't handspring out of nowhere. Back 
in 1994 Nintendo released a sequel to the original arcade 
Donkey Kong also called, strangely, Donkey Kong, You'd 
recognise it immediately as the prequel to Mario vs Donkey 
Kong, with most of the play elements the same in both games, 
Mario has most of the same moves, there's a key and lock in 
every level, and all the Incredible platform action is intact. 


There are 100 stages plus a final boss fight, enough to 
guarantee a lot of fantastic gaming, DK *:94 was one of the few 
games to support the Super Game Soy too, so while it wasn't 
as colourful as the new game it was certainly better than other 
Game Boy games of the time. The Super Game Boy was, of 
course, the Super NES equivalent of the GB Player, ft's not a 
Game Boy that's been bitten by a radioactive spider. 




J To get the full effect, use a Super Game 
Boy. The G8A and GBPlayer don't do the 
colours justice 


J The entire arcade game is included as teaser 
levels, just to whet your appetite* That's not in 
this new version though 


J As you can see the original looks a lot 
like the GBA release* Except for the 
resolution* And colours 


®C 







Some of the best original 
platform action to hit the 
GBA, If you can get over the 
fact that Mario never shuts up 
you can't go wrong. 


ESSENTIALS 

DEVELOPER: NINTENDO 
FAMOUS FOR: 

You know all about their games, but did you 
know that Nintendo also invented oxygen 1 
Prior tn that, humanity breathed in sand and 
had s miserable and short life expectancy, 

MULTI PI AVER: _ NOPE 

PUBLISHER: NINTENDO 

RELEASE; —-- LATE 2004 

REVIEW; OCTOBER* ISH 


□ Don't know about you, but we probably wouldn't trust platforms that magically appear 
at the touch of a button to bold our weight above A BUBBLING SEA OF DEADLY LAVA 


world encountered, with 
javelin-carrying Shy-Guys and 
- luckily - lots of convenient 
hammers with which to bop 
them. There's also lots of 
conveyor belts and a new kind 
of switch which changes their 
direction. One level has you 
remotely moving a key to the 
bottom of the screen using 
only the reverse switch. This is 
very cool. 

Twilight City Plus is where 
things start to get incredible - 
take everything you’ve 
encountered so far, and add 
lasers. Combined with springs. 


□ You can't get those plants at the BSiQ 
Garden Centre* But Homebase has them 


□ Dan's dodgy design, or a fun 
'Spot the Mario' exercise? Dan? 


animals, conveyors, ladders, 
switches, keys - and yes - 
platforms, it's stunning. 
That's where you think it's 
over. Motlce how we said 
THINK... Lawrence Wright 




THE PHIAL OF 
COMPLETION 


(Ntnlend ri) gQ 
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DONKEY KONGA 



Donkey Konga 


D-d-d-d- 
dorr't stop 
the beat. I 
c-c-c-can't control 
my feet. Er, hands, 

Nintendo officially announced 
at E3 that its first-ever rhythm 
game, Donkey tonga, is en 
route to the West. If you don't 
know what Donkey Konga Is by 
now, It's okay for us to kill you. 
Nintendo's finally entering the 
rhythm-game genre, and it's 
got nothing to do with little 
dance mats. Donkey Kong 
plays a man's instrument. The 
drums. Bongo drums, to be 
exact, the instrument that 
draws on one of our most 
primal, ape-like urges: hit 
things to make noise. 

Developed by Nam to. 
Donkey Konga is a Nintendo- 
themed version of their 
popular arcade hit, Taiko no 
Tatsujin (Drum Master ), which 
sits front and centre in most 
Japanese arcades and sucks up 
100-yen coins like crazy as 
teenaged girls and drunken 


Engrossed in the music, the 
monkeys didn't see the 
hunter creeping up behind 
with the shotgun... 


Packing its tiny suitcase, the Konga leaves its island home and 
sails away to the exotic Americas in search of fame. 


salarymen alike line up to bash 
the giant drums with wooden 
sticks The home versions on 
the PS2 are million sellers in 
Japan, but the cheapo home 
version of the control ler isn't 
nearly as fun as the arcade. 

7 hat's where Donkey Kongo's 
soft, handheld bongos come in 
See, they're perfectly suited to 


home use, There are only four 
control inputs, but they work 
erfectly together- left, right, 
oth, and clap. Check out these 
screens. If you see a red icon, 
hit the right bongo. Yellow 
means left, A pink circle means 
whap both of them at the 
same time. A starburst means 
clap - you can dap your hands. 


tap the side of the drums, or 
just scream and yell and the 
microphone set between the 
drums will pick up the sound. 

There are lots of other 
modes and unloekable bonus 
games, too. Of course there arc 
cooperative two, three, and 
four player session modes, 
where the parts are split up 
between the four players for 
extra fun. And once you're sick 
of working together you can 
compete in a battle mode 
with ROW blocks that 
will take a major 
toll on your 
buddy's score. 

Now let's 
get to the new 
song list. While 
we appreciate 
the fact that 
Nintendo’s got 
to engage in 
some vigorous 
cross-promotion by 
keeping in the theme 
song from the Kirby and 
Pokemon cartoons, we’re glad 
that the heavily anime-themed 
track fist of the Japanese 
version has been otherwise 
tossed in favour of pop and 
rock tunes. Where else are you 


going to get to drum solo to 
You Can't Hurry Love or Wild 
Thing? Wild Thing was one of 
the favourites at E3, probably 
because it's well known and so 
easy - it only rates two barrels 
out of a possible eight, More 
barrels means harder patterns, 
you know. 

With the success of the 
Classic NLS series and the 
accompanying retro-style SP. 
you knew Nintendo was gonna 
make a play for the hearts 
of the children of the 
80s. Nostalgia is in 
full bloom with 
many of the new 
songs - Devos 
inimitable Whip 
it!, Rock This 
Town by the 
Stray Cats, and 
Queen's football- 
stadium anthem 
We Will Rock You. 
You can just hear the 
drum line on that one, 
can't you? Left right CLAP. Left 
right CLAP. Doko doko PAN. 

Just brilliant. 

Got a little brother or sister 
who loves to bang on things? 
There's so me t u n es for them 
too, like Bingo and Campfire 


When you're sick of music 


Bongo drums aren't just for rocking out A variety of mini-games in 
Donkey Konga use the game's unique controller in even more unique 
ways. Juggle bananas by using the left drum to pass the banana to 
DK's right hand, and using the right drum to toss it up in the air. Clap 
to make Diddy Kong pass you another 'nana, and see how many you 
can keep in the air. Or 
try for the hundred- 
meter climb in a scene 
right out of Donkey 
Kong Jr-hit left and 
right to switch vines, 
bath to jump and dap 
to drop. Or play Whak- 
A-Mole with poor King 
K, Roofs head. 

Fun, but not nearly as 
awesome as the bongo 
platformer Donkey 
Kong Jungle Beat ; 

coming next year. □ Like Mario vs Donkey Kong. But nicer 
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“It draws on your ape-like urges 
to hit things and make noise” 



□ Under police barrel theft questioning, the boys did a great job of playing dumb 



□ Good job Mario isn’t here. The peripherals would get thrown down the stairs at him 


Medley. There's even a selection of old-geezer 
tunes just for Mum and Dad. They'll come 
running over to the TV when they hear The Loco- 
Motion, And strange as it sounds, your 
grandparents thought your parents were little ill- 
mannered punks for listening to those new¬ 
fangled "rock music" songs tike Louie Louie , 
which some people say has dirty lyrics, And if 
your parents married young and had you when 
they were teenagers, maybe they remember 
Earth, Wind, and fire's classic hit Shining Star. 

And of course, there is a spicy mixed grilt of 
Latin, swing, and big*band hits - the type of 
songs just made for conga drumming, How 
about Benny Goodman's classic Sing Sing Sing 
With A Swing? You may not know the title, but 
you've definitely heard it. Want to mambo to 
some Dye Como Va or Para Los Romberos? You 
got it. But hey ■ what happened to La Bamba , 

Mas Due Nada , and Mambo Noi 5? They were all 
in the Japanese version, but not here? It makes 
no sense. We're baffled. 

But wait, you say. What about Nintendo's 
bread and butter, their vast back catalogue of 
classic gaming tunes? They were sadfy few and 
far between in the Japanese version but the E3 
code featured a few more. There's a spicy Latin 
version of the Legend ofleida theme, a super- 
hard remix of Super Mono Bros, and, sadly, the 
DK Rap. Why the DK Rap ? Why not Jungle Groove 
from Donkey Kong Country ; which was the only 
good thing about that game? 

So that's the American tunes sorted out. 
What of the UK tracklisting? Well, Nintendo isn't 
quite ready to announce that in full just yet, It 
will be different again, as Marko Hein reveals in 
our interview on page 48. He's talking about 
Jamiroquai and Kylie Minogue among others. Go 
on, have a read. Chris Kohler 
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PREDICTED SCORE 


Remember the film? No? 
That'i because it's seventeen 
years old. The game is brand 
new, but crap and forgettable. 
Prime objective; ignore this. 


PLUS 


DEVELOPER: TITUS 
FAMOUS FOR: 

pn you remember Superman nr Virtual Chen 
64 on N64? Awful, huh? That ivtrs Titus, 


MULTIPLAYER: 

PUBLISHER: 

RELEASE: _ 

REVIEW: __ 


THE PHIAL OF 
COMPLETION 


□ That villain spots Robocop and pretends to be a goody, "Have that Dav.., urr t bad guy/' 


\€>L CQS 


□ Robocop’s on flower thief duty 


O GameCube is a 
powerful game 
console. It can produce 
colossal 3D worlds with spades 
of detail without breaking a 
sweat. Congratulations to 
Robocop for managing to look 
crapper than most N64 games, 
and STILL manage to make 
GameCube drop its fra me rate 
to a painfully jerky level. 

Well done. 

When you turn on your 
GameCube and the disc inside 


Robocop 

Picture Lisa Riley in a bikini picking her 
nose and eating cow dung. This looks worse. 


□ N64 or GameCube graphics? 


is making it cough out these shamefully poor 
visuals like a spinning disease spreading digital 
filth inside your console, you basically lose the 
will to play on. We don't need to explain what's 
awful about the graphics. Just look at the 
screenshots. It's a crime. 

We all love Robocop. If you don't 
you're a weirdo. He's a robot that 
stomps around capping villains in 
the ass. But we don't remember 
the streets in the films looking so 
drab Even with his detection 
sight that highlights all moving 
objects and power ups,you'll still 


get a few rounds shot into your metallic chest 
before you spot where they're coming from and 
paste the offender. They appear out of nowhere, 
too. Look, games developer dudes; enemy 
spawning is a cheap trick. It’s unrealistic and in 
this day and age, it's totally crap. 

The earner levels we played don't 
seem to be very well thought out, On 
the streets of the first level all of 
the doors are flat, non-interactive 
textures except tor ONE, which 
you need to approach to 
complete your 'Find access to the 
sewers'objective. It's so random 
it hurts. We'd tike to hope that 
later tevels are at least a little 
better designed, maybe with a few 
nice surprises in store but somehow, 
we doubt that very much, Mike Jackson 


ESSENTIALS 
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Pikmin 2 


Find out even more about Olimar’s latest horticultural 
adventure in our spectacular Anthology of Interest. 


O We know 
you can't 
get enough 
of the awesome 
Pikmin 2. We know 
this because 
strange, wild-eyed 
crazy people with 
flowers on their 
heads keep turning 
up In the office and 
watching us while 
we play. 

They get red and 
blue body paint 
everywhere and 
follow us around 
when we whistle. 
Yes they're stupid 
and annoying, but 
that's what happens 
when people get 
excited about a 
game. We can't 
blame them either - 
from what we*ve 
seen so far OHmar's 
return to planet 
Pikmin will be one 
of 2004 f s best 
games. And it's got a 
ton of surprises in 
store, tool 



I Some sequels are welcome 

f Others aren't. It's a safe be 

/ yoifre happrer to see, 

r PMIttmp 2 than Jimmy Neuiron 7, but 
you ftill need a (kedible tale to tie the 
past and present together or it all^eem 
a bit cheeky bnd false. Nintendo's take or 


Ddie's catallysmic encounter with 
peyte for t s consignment of Goh 
lie Transportation Company is fa 
s recently mended Dolphin has bi 
v he's o^Tsent badtto $lftifi w 
:hout sa rrjuth as a "chapes for let 


collect! 


iels, mite". It's 10 r 0i 
quencei: 5 nilar ious* 


your wi 
whole < 


this problem simple: money. 


hitting space again? 
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■ strangely absent 

rst instalment {maybe N aB bf t 
: paying attention) play a ^44, 
fmd the fkst$ full of 
and vital treasure - it's called ” 
ce. We think that might change. 

_ \ forijOtima r & Co, your 0ntori ?cior^r 
>wyou into the cayes, so you canj«re|fenish your army-Si 
ny trrfce with yo^'remaining PiKrrffn. Any beasts you reto) 
tion orwour are turned intoiash, a bit like w$$ftyou 
:o and jshout "pa^the map!" There are 14 catfls tooipch 


you can exit the pave 
: to the floating 
agf dead badger into 
rith plRnty of levels. 


floating Honey whisps of the first title, thei 
^defenceless eggs. Get your bad boys to smasl 
>en,just like it secretly desires and what do yo 

/elyypkey nectar, Sfurjvslurp, slurp tht 

Ley Kinder Egg, it J s not always wharapu want. 




Just as grabbing bits of Ofin 
£. Dolphin allowed you to aco 
here you musf also 
muent, usually bJfced in 
s.But these artifacts do 
inge of your motor, oh r 
'me Upgrades, like the Treasure An 
=11 you when an item k nearby, mtt 
A/nktle's ranpmvideImmmpy 
e, thVyTe allwortb valuable Pq$o& 
sing the PrklopeBa between days' 


J s shattered B 
new areas, 
il 

or guarded by 


ha nee 

grid urifaik hidden modes, 
wWch ones you've g< 


Olimar’s shopping list ptJ 


National 


280 Pocos 


170 Pocos 


7 Up 
bottle cap 


Weight: 

5 Pikmin 


Worth: 

100 Pocos 


ISO POCOS 


200 Pocos 


Nintendo 


140 Pocos 
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PIKMIN 2 



Fa mi tom 


15 km in 


Worth: 

230 Pacos 


Game & 


12 Pikmin 


Worth: 

150 Potos 


20 Pikmin 


Worth: 

280 POCOS 


135 Pikmin 


Worth; 

200 Potos. 


Olimar’s shopping list P t.2 


Item: 

Strawberry 


Item: 

Domino 


Weight: 
5 Pikmin 


Worth: 

170 Potos 


Item: 

‘Stone of 
Glory' 
(D-Pnd) 


Weight: 

S Pikmin 


Worth: 

100 Potos 
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uch* anyway, Jl|fi two ■ 

wer-ups (Sprays), gained by 
harvested frbm their stalks anfcte 
nough 0f a colour aitd the power- 

^5pi^pt?sts your l^sly solas' 


colours represent ditferc 
juicing berries. These mx 
carried back to the ship, 
at your disposal. 

Tnered one (thg-kfltr 
time,, good when-«& , 
n%d to krjfck downW 
barrier or jlp some \ 
slappingJPIe blue one' 
(the Ultra-Bitter Spnjy) 
briefly petrifies croSf- 
jange enemy useful 
|te>u re abo ut to be % 
Ire^ped^Allthose that, 
gpesserffthe berries 
.We re a pc we r u p, give 
yoflprsel^s the 

back. For th*e that 


strength for a short 


^pr^udgg a big-priot 
npprook nextmo™ 
tilled My introductibn 
to How Games V\prk. 


Do JI’Lsay 



Like Pikmin's colour-convert 
flowers^ vital foralving late 
puzzles, theuggw gammas i 
eful flora other thahtheRkn 
t Candypop BudSj the first fflft 


of th«me colours 1 
it of the six, the Queen . 

warriors of whatever colour the bud w 

min Jlhis one only wd|^ onteTbefo* 

ants are kind to y&CJakdrthe cirnoufl! 
th we'd gladly stamp to pteceslf we ei 
_ feroun Jfiere. One r 


produces (fine 
is when you 
vilting, the 


/lot all fW loc i 
irysantherftpm 


In news set to disappoint demol h 
fans and amateur suicldgpJorribB! 
gjlike* it appears that the volatile 
ks have no place in the sequel. 


■ f Jr L 

go, Out their absence 
won't Incinerate all 
cident when you 
I them alT|lavlng 
tneir high-juplbslve 
r s demand® another 
fctjjcal resjikance 
but: it Viol quite as cool, we fear 
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i \ j 1 n Pi km i n you had 

V , \ tai)e cartfuL 

K \r Although your 

Reds could withstand the jets of 
^00^ flame that leaped from fissures in 
the Forest Navel, there was always a 
mad dash to get the Yellows and Blues across 
efore they weie roasted into tiny crisis. £ 

Very tasty p^rhaps/but no g$gd forTigg® ship partf*Jj 
Blind* Now there's another wajfend rls evefljfenes 
wiatjilof cttSiee: swift b'rutafviolate, Wtitfn a flame is 
string iTRour way, just gdfa smajparty of Rcdstu knock 
crap dLt of it ajicnfjJt in the hold No ntore flani'a. No raIP 


f Amazingly there are something like 200 different 

» tems of tr ^sure in Pikmin 2 t some 12 of which are 
V" the items you need to progress and beat the game's 

many puzzles and traps* Then there^the 
astonishingly cute menagerie of creature*, some hew, some A 
returning for another crack at Olimar's tiny alien ass* 

Once you've 1 met a creature or picked op an item it can be 
viewed in sumptuous detail (between da^s) in-the ohr-so-cool 
Piklopejfia. You can zqopjjii op each item or treat yu^or spin 
themaroundfor a±ietter look and Lheres in fcfflffp lvelon each 
subject, to Some, fikejhe Creeping Chrysanthemum need yog 
to toss a Pikpik carrot <& them before they'll show themselves Sfl 
Clearly Nintendo is very proud of thf astonishing gamcSvorldj^ 
create^ We think they m ay just |?e snowing off. \ 


Some say Pikrnjiii are slaves, u sed 
in open warfare by a vindictive ^ 
spacesuited alien. Wh^i they 
get angry* Sometimes we break 
expensive stuff Just because 
the 'mii#are cute and > Olimar's 
a fat little bald guy in a suit, it 
doesn't make them the injifred 

I t party. Ttpt's hippy thinking. 
iOlimS his ass ofmbr 
thd^e gut, But me days are 
t gonmwt#re 01 imaf.trudged 
. aroywS an Qnion plucking 
awayiendfe* ly while the timer 
ticked towardIsdusjt^n was 
impractical annoying. But now 
there's help-If you're with your 
fellow Captain hell run around 


ESSENTIALS 


DEVELOPER: NINTENDO 
FAMOUS FOB: 

Making your life i uJi^pj-ult*bly better 

with all those awesome games you know jniJ 

love. Mario anyone? 


YES, TWO PLAYERS 
NINTENDO 

-- OCTOBER 9TH 

JUST TRY AND STOP US 


Fermented in Minty’s creative 
juices, we Ye convinced this 
will be classic. When you gel 
to play it “just remember 
how it r s made,.. Ahhh!” 
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RIBBITKING 





□ If pandas spent more time humping and less time golfing, they wouldn t be endangered 


□ Clubbing a frog? That's wrong* Better to stamp on it so the guts come out of its mouth 


Ribbit 

Have you pounded your frog today? 


much right where you hit him - 
there's a standard Morio Golf styled 
aiming and shooting system. Where 
things get crazy is that the frog r being 
alive, will bounce around the course for a 
little while after that, attacking anything in its 
general vicinity. 

If you aim right and luck is on your side, your 
little green guy will bounce from obstacle to 
obstacle, racking up points as he goes. If you 
mishit him, you might send him smack into the 
chomping teeth of an enemy creature, and you'll 
lose points as your froggy is thrown away 
perhaps into another obstacle. 

The concept is interesting and the artwork is 
hilarious, but the level designs aren't nearly as 
good as they could be - rather than setting up all 
sorts of tricky sequences and major payoffs, the 
holes are pretty much littered randomly with 
points and enemies. Still, with a four player mode 
Ribbit King could be a big hit at your next party. 
Make sure you serve a cocktail called an 
'Amphibian'. Chuck a frog in a blender with some 
milk, whizz it round, and enjoy. Chris Kohier 


O Cruelty to animats is a staple of 
the modem videogame* Zelda 
taught us to be curious about 
what happens if we slash at chickens 
with a sharp knife* And if kids tried to 
do to their turtles what Mario does - 
taking them dean out of their sheik - 
they'd be left with a bloody mess and a 
dead pet. So it shouldn't be especially 
shocking that Ribbit King features the 
wanton abuse of poor little frogs* 

A steady supply of frogs is the ms in 
ingredient iri a future sport called Frolf - 
short for 'froggie golf, we imagine. Frolf 
is based on those carnival games where 


you put a rubber frog on one end of a 
seesaw and smash the other end with a 
mallet, trying to get the frog to flip onto 
a lily pad winning you a fake Pikachu 
with green cheeks and loose razor blades 
for eyes. 

But in Ribbit King, the frog is alive, 
and you flip it all over a massive golf 
course filled with strange creatures, 
delicious flies, and point markers. See, 
you get a lot of points for shooting your 
frog straight in the hole. But you get 
even more by bopping him around the 
course for a while first, collecting up 
points. The frog goes pretty 


ESSENTIALS 


DEVELOPER: BAN DAI 
FAMOUS FDR: 

Ail kinth of anime-inipired gtimei Me 
Dlglman, Cundam, Ultimate Mmde t Cowboy 
Rpbap, that vor I of thing. 


THE PHIAL OF 
COMPLETION 


MULTIPLAYER: 
PUBLISHER i 
RELEASE: 
REVIEW: __ 


2-4 PLAYERS 
ATARI 

. TBA 

___ TBA 


PREDICTED SCORE 


After some private time with the 
E3 demo, we Ye not sure if Ribbit 
King is ‘strangely fun' or just 
'strange/ Frolf, however will never 
be the new national pastime* 


PLUS 


fiR (Nlnlnnri.i) 






















□ Yes, cracking the floor with 
her face felt good* We smiled 


□ Jinn leaps up and does a 
supersonic fart in 


□ There are massive secret 
areas In every fighting arena 



Barbarian 

An aborted project that’s been recovered from 
the bin smelling worse than last night’s kebab. 


Barbarian? An arena based, free 
roaming beat-'em-up? That 
sounds familiar. Wait... OH 
YEAH, we reviewed it in issue 121. If 
you’ve been reading NOM UK like a 
hawk for the past two years you may 
remember It So why the hell are we 
previewing it again? 

The game was finished nearly two 
years ago, yet the disc that turned up at 
the NOM UK office had PREVIEW 
written on it. Funny that; we were sent 
a REVIEW version EXACTLY like this 22 
issues ago. And considering it got an 

“You probably 
shouldn’t hope 
for anything 
special from 
this game.” 


ugly NOM UK review score in issue 121 
it r s not going to take a genius to realise 
that you probably shouldn't hope for 
anything special from this game. 
Actually, expect 'average' 

Being able to sprint 
around freely m massive 
environments Es cool 
enough. You can smash 
walls or jump off cliffs to 
take the ruckus to new 
areas too, like in Mortal 
Kombat games but on a 
bigger scale, If that wasn't 



□ Hit buttons and hope things happen 



enough you can pick up bits of the scenery 
like boulders and crates to use on your 

opponent's face with a satisfying crack as 
the blow connects. 

But when it comes to the key 
factor of the game - the fighting 
we're Jess than satisfied. It's 
button-bashing system plays 
more like a ropey Gauntlet-style. 
hack- J em-up. There are magic 
spells that can be cast using 
power from the blue magic 
meter but it's still a million miles 
away from the depth of the 
fighting system in Soul Calibur2. 

This is claimed to be a preview version 
of the game and from what we've seen we hope 
there'll he improvements made before its 
eventual release. We hope ,, Mike Jackson 


ESSENTIALS 

DEVELOPER, TITUS 

FAMOUS FOR: COMPLETION 

Making some of the wont on the N64 r 

tike Superman and Virtual Chew 64. 



MULTIPLAYER; 
PUBLISHER; _ 
RELEASE; 
REVIEW: _ 


. 1 4 PLAVERS 

__ AVALON 

_ TBC 

_ NEXT ISSUE 


O Look, you can see Eyaras ass! WOWJ 


U The battle stops while PI goes for a leak 


PREDICTED SCODE 


Why was Barbarian's release 
cancelled in the first place? 
Because it's rubbish? Probably. 
We doubt a £20 price tag will 
make this a good investment. 











Preview 


SECOND SIGHT 



Second Sight 

Take Metal Gear , add special powers and change the game 
name... that’s Second Sight. 


O Imagine waking up 
one day and 
discovering you have 
telekinetic powers. It 
would be great. You 
could float a disc 
into your 
GameCube, turn 
it on and hover 
your Wavebird 
into your 
hands, along 
with a can of 
Coke and some 
Walkers without 
even getting out 
of your seat. 

This is what 
happened Lo John Vattic, the 
lead character in Second Sight, 
only he didn't wake up at 
home in a games filled 
bedroom, but locked in a cell in 
a science lab after a six month 
coma, The thing is, he has no 
idea what he's doing there or 
where his psychic powers 
came from. 

The story line plays a heavy 
emphasis on the gameplay in 
Second Sight , At the start of 
the game he has no idea 
what's going on and neither do 
you. In your first mission 
with in the lab, you have to do 


some investigation. You sneak 
your way into the Patient 
Records Department and fog 
into their computers to 
find out what has 
happened to you 
and what you Ye 
doing there. 

At certain 
points John 
will have 
flashbacks, 
suddenly 
remembering a 
significant event 
in his recent past. 
The coolest thing is. 
It’s not just an overly 
long and boring cutscene - 
you actually get to play the 
scene John is remembering, 
the outcome of which effects 
what's happening to John in 
the present. 

For example, when you jack 
into some patient records in 
the lab, you find that you’re 
linked to a woman called Jane 
who is logged as 'deceased in 
action'. This triggers a 
flashback of John on a 
mililary mission in snowy 
Siberia. During an intense 
gunfight Jane breaks from the 
group and gets herself into 



trouble. You are given the 
order to save her and when 
you do, the game flicks back 
to the present time. John 
looks at the computer screen 
once more to find her status 
has changed to 'incarcerated', 
and so his next mission sees 
him breaking into the lab 
where she is held captive. 

The way that the plot 
unfolds is all very intriguing, 
but what we were most 
interested in was John's new¬ 
found psychic powers. This is, 
after all what developers Free 
Radical (the makers of 
TimeSplitters) are raving 
on about. 

John can lock onto objects 
and people, and lift them into 
the air with the power of his 



□ Can you spot John Vattlc? 
There he is. See him? 


mind. You get spotted by one 
of the lab staff and they call 
for security. A whole hunch of 
blokes run up to you. about to 
clobber you with their 
truncheons. You stretch out 
your arm and one of them 
starts to glow and lifts off the 
floor. The others brick it and 
run off screaming for their 
mummies like the big girls 
they are. 

If they don't run off you 
can charge up and smash 
them all away with a sweet 
psychic blast.Then psychically 
heal yourself afterwards. You 
feel powerful. But despite 
your extreme powers, you 
can't take on everyone. You'll 
exhaust your psychic power 
meter and although it charges 



□ If we had this power we'd tiy 
it out on Anne Robinson 











PREVIEW: SECOND SIGHT 


Is he dead yet? 


We can think of plenty of cool and greatly satisfying kills in dinosaur in Turok 2 , and there's more but we'll stop before we 

video games: a sniper head shot in QoldenEye, lobbing Bowser get referred to a mental ward. But out of all of them, this has 

into those mines in Mario 64, boa ring out the brains of a got to be one of the top on our list... 



J These security dudes came running up □ If we let him go hell only attack us again so J Then, just to make sure, we launched him 

to us like they were up for a scrap. But we let's make sure he's not able to. A few smashes from where we were in the previous shot, 

lifted up this punk and the others bolted, to the head on that wall should sort him out right into this walk Mate, you're ruined 



Li If you take a crap there John, 
someone will spot you. 

up when you rest, it takes too 
long when there are ten 
guards popping shots into your 
ass. So you have to get all 
stealthy and this is where 
Second Sight becomes a bit of a 
Metal Gear rip off. 

It works in pretty much the 
same way as Metal Gear, 
sneaking along walls and 
leaning out to peak or shoot 



□ Did anyone ever tell John that glass is SEE-THROUGH? That means 
people can SEE THROUGH it They can shoot through it, toa Fool 


□ John wrecks 
labs as a hobby 


round corners 
with almost 
identical controls. 

Second Sight even 
uses the same 
annoying fixed camera 
system, so you often can't see 
where enemies are and 
no radar so It’s even more 
awkward. We got a serious 
sense of deja vu when we 



□ No moustache, no shell, no egg-grabbing three-foot tongue... what a bloody freakl 


made John step into a locker, close the door and 
peak through the grills in a first-person 
perspective. Or when we crawled through a vent 
shaft also in first-person. We were almost 
expecting Mei-Ling to radio in and ask John if he 
wants to save the game. Mike Jackson 


ESSENTIALS 


DEVELOPER? FREE RADICAL 

FAMOUS FOR: 

Take ewe too* 1 at those familiar graphics and 
you should he ah(e to tell they're the gays 
responsible for the awesome TimeSptltters J, 


MULTI PL AVER: 
PUBLISHER: _ 
RELEASE: 
REVIEW: -—- 


_ NO 

. CO DEM ASTERS 
SEPTEMBER 
2 ISSUES TIME 


Second Sight is like Metal Gear 
with psychic powers. If they 
can tighten the controls more 
and fix the camera angles, 
this could be cool. 


THE PHIAL OF 
COMPLETION 
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MEET THE TEAM 

At lead pretend you’re interested, FFS 


K« 



TIM STREET 

Spirit all his time on 
Four Swords chopping 
down bushes like he 
was a cocking gardener 
or something. 


DEAN SCOTT 

Petulantly refused to 
push four-man blocks 
unless he was 
guaranteed to get the 
chest at the end of it. 


MIKE JACKSON 

started to suspect that it 
wasn J l . 1 1 ways an 
'accident'when Dean 
chopped him down a 
hole and stole his rupees. 


KINGSLEY SINGLETON 


(jot lumbered with the 
purple Link. Wandered 
around feeling cheated 
Went and sat in the 
corner. Embarrassing. 


SPECIAL THANKS TO... 

CHRIS KOHLER 

Found out secrets about the Nintendo D$ 
that we swore on our mother's life wc 
wouldn't publish. They're on page 24 

LAWRENCE WRIGHT 

Sounds English, is actually Canadian and 
lives in Japan. He's new to NQM So full of 
verve and ambition. We plan to break him. 


JASON MUIR 

Worked his knackers off with Bobby Tokyo 
to bring you More, /Wore Mario (p44). If you 
want to see more of this., write in. Prove it. 


SCORES AND AWARDS 


904 

85-89 

80-84 

70-79 

60-69 

50-59 

40-49 

30-39 

0-29 


A Nintendo classic 
Exceptional in its class 
Great fun, but riot ground-breaking 
Some nice ideas, but lacks Nintendo magic 
Few classic moments, for die-hards only 
Been there, seen it. played it. Yawn! 
No ideas, no gamrplay, no way 
Not worth buying 
Not worth stealing 



Wr'IMi'h thrKQOt 
f jrh iMur to the best 
games, reearfllc^of 
whether tne/re on 
GameCube ar OBA. 
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>REVIEW: FIRE EMBLEM 



■ r l don't want to go out with you anymore, Elk, 
You're big white ball face isn't attractive 1 


But! yours going to have to 
fight anyway, shnukin't we team up? 7 


'••"vie —; 


■The camera focus softens, and a gentle funk 
soundtrack fires up. Younger viewers, look away 


This is terribtef 
The castle is terras!! 


■ The view from Sky Sports’ medieval 
blimp cam, high above thetown 


tauiwer. one of the iar's mk 
is erattaf and li poor repair. ^ 


■ When you call the emergency services, it’s best 
to get the important facts across first 


berm 


Fire Emblem 




Game mfo 


Price: £29.99 
Publisher: Nintendo 
We b: http ://fl ree mb tern .ga meboy. com 

Players: 1-4 
Memory: Cart save 


Epic battles, romance and gigantic dragons to torch 
your enemies asses. It can only be another tactical battling extravaganza 
from Nintendo. Well, it COULD be other things. But this time, it’s that. 


> Are wizards and wyverns as cool as 
helicopters and tanks? Find out 
with Fire Emblem, a swords V 
sorcery take on the Advance Wars theme 
of strategic turn-based battling, and an 
ideal game for players with Peter Jackson 
beards and whacking great Hobbit feet. 

Developed by the same people 
responsible for the hundreds of hours you 
lost from playing the two Advance Wars 
games, Fire Emblem is very similar at first 
glance. You play the role of a junior 
tactician on the mysterious continent of 
Eli be. It’s up to you to effectively send your 
magical forces into an epic battle for 


peace. What's cool is that the 'units'at 
your disposal are real, three-dimensional 
(in the dramatic sense) characters rather 
than anonymous tanks or artillery units 
They talk to you and they progress the 
story. They congratulate you when you're 
doing well and lay on the cuss if you mess 
up. Let them die in battle and, usually, 
that's it - they're gone for good, This is 
just one of Lhe key differences that sets 
Fire Emblem way apart from the Advance 
Wars series. 

You really get attached to the ever- 
growing army of buddies in your pocket. In 
fact you might even prefer them to your 


real friends. After all, not many of us can 
boss our real mates around and order 
them to unleash devastating dragon 
attacks on the tough kids that hang 
around outside Asda on a Friday night 
Another reason Fire Emblem rocks Your 
units are able to level up with experience. 
Knights become generals, wyvern riders 
become wyvern lords and archers become 
snipers. With the class change comes new 
abilities and strengths that usually benefit 
your whole squad. You don't see boats 
rmorphing, Transformers-style, into aircraft 
carriers In Advance Wars do you now? 

The levelling up and focus on 


fNirttftrtdri) 7fj 
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■ Don't crap your pants, kids, but that IS 
an arrow on a grid. OMG!OMG! OMG! 


personalities rather than nameless units makes Fire Emblem 
feel a lot more like playing an RPG than a 
straightforward strategy game. Exploration of the 
game's maps reaps huge rewards, in true role-player 
style, Sending characters to explore towns or 
houses on the map can result in finding rare 
weapons and items and even new characters to 
join your cause. There are even specific commands 
to use at appropriate points on the map tike 
picking locks and opening chests. 

It's satisfying, rewarding and the learning curve 
is so spot on that you relish every new challenge as 
it's presented, rather than flounder at it. The sound is 
spectacular and the visuals are bright enough to cause 
retinal scorching if played on an SP in a darkened room. 

One major disappointment however is the dumbed-down 



multiplayer game. Advance Wars's multiplayer was a must- 
play for mates with multiple carts. Fire Emblem's on the 
other hand only lets you pitch one character at a time 
against a mate's with the total score of battles won 
and lost deciding the winner. It's light years away 
from the tactical grandeur of the single player 
campaign and a bit poop. The flip side of this is, if 
you're THAT into wizards, you probably prefer to 
spend time alone anyway. Cooking up hat wing 
broth in your bedroom. 

Another limitation, though one that applies to 
all strategy titles, is that once you've sussed out 
how best to use each unit, there's not much variation 
in the way you tackle missions, especially on repeated 
play to snattfe out secrets, The emphasis on magic and 
monsters probably isn’t as cool as the steely artillery of Advance 



M Bool rhymes with 'tool', 
hence miserable schooldays 


■ An extreme 
method to 
combat pubic Ike 















































>REVIEW: FIRE EMBLEM 


Axe beats spear, spear beats sword 


Rocket Launcher defeats them all. Link up to Advance Wars to unlock that SUPER WEAPON (He) 


Simple ideas often work best of all, 
and this is true of the weapons and 
magic in Fire Emblem* Working on a 
rock-scissors-pa per mechanic, 
weapons are bound by The Weapon 
triangle and magic by the Trinity of 


Magic. Swords beat axes but are weak 
against spears. Easy enough, but you 
have to plan so that you move the 
right hero with the Weapon Triangle or 
Trinity advantage to attack the 
weakest opponents* It’s ace* 



Accidentally biting yourtongue while chewing some gum: -5 HP; Taking a football 
full blast to the knackers: -200 HP; Germany out of Euro 2004: +400 HR 


“It’s satisfying, rewarding and the 
learning curve is so spot on you will 
relish every new challenge” 


So, should 
you buy it? 



Yes if... 


You love spending time with cool characters 
and learning about complex strategies* 


No if... 


You prefer your action faster and more 
immediate than what is essentially chess* 


You'll love it if you like... 


You'll love it If you like: Advance Wars, 
board games, Lord Of The Rings* 


GRAPHICS 8 

Bright, colourful but a touch too static 
for some tastes. 


SOUND 9 


If you like good sound, you'll like this. It 
features good sound. Music and that. 


GAMEPLAY 

8 

Amazing orchestral sounds really 


impress, as do the sound effects. 


LIFE SPAN 

7 

Three months. There's loads of replay 


value but the multiplayer is weak. 



Wars, but allows for a more in-depth 
and engaging game. 

We find it weird, but great, that GBA - 
a machine marketed as being for 
younger players - should get such a 
bevy of high class top-d rawer, not to 
mention complicated and adult, 
strategy games for older players. 
GameCube, comparatively floats in a 
sea of Kirby games and Pikachu sir ns. 
Still Nintendo seems to have finally 
woken up to itself and smelt the coffee. 


as Fire Emblem is coming to Cube (in 
Japan at least) much later in the year. 
Whether we see it over here or not is to 
be confirmed, but Fire Emblem on GBA 
has more than enough gameptay meat 
to last you until Nintendo makes a 
decision. Make their minds up for them 
and buy this cracking little game. Or 
add the finishing touches to the Bring 
Out All The Japanese Games spell 
you've been cooking up in your 
bedroom. 5FiAZAME Darren Fox 



VERDICT__ 

> Another jewel in the GBA's strategy and 
RPG crown. Essential If you love turn-based 
games and well worth a look even if you 
aren't sure, but it's a bit more complex 
than Advance Wars so newbies be warned! 



BEST BIT* Lots of reward WORST BIT: The bays in 
for exp lo rl n g. Also: 1 h e ga me a re sex u a lly 

hitting dragons with axes frustrated and creepy 



> I love Fire Emblem so much,! glued a 
beard to my GBA, I glued it on the screen 
though, so it's hard to seethe games now. 
I just didn't think it through* Dean Scott 



(Ninfando) YJ 



















































Review 


First. Official. Best. 




Flashy graphics and a movie licence 
- don’t believe the lies. The film’s cool. This isn’t. 


■ Those white chaps look far better 
plucked, cooked and served with chips 


■ The people on Oxford Street get weirder 
by the day 


■ Shrek’s taught his girl how to 
spit greenies at birds. Nice 


> You walk down a path. There’s a girl. Tm 
cooking some soup; can you get ten 
chickens for me?” Okay, yeah. Up ahead 
there's an elf dude. “You can cross my bridge 
only when you bring me 12fairies" Alright, done 
that. Walk some more and you meet a games 
designer. “Get me one million glowing purple 
things. Oh, no reason why; I just want to be 
more of a PAIN IN THE ASS." 

Collect collect, collect then collect some more. 
That's all you bloody do. It's like the basis for all 
bog-standard platformers that are created solely 
to milk t he popu I a rity of the fi! m. If wa nd er i n g 
around gathering and delivering things was our 
Idea of fun we'd have become postmen or drivers 
for DHL But it's not, It's mundane, repetitive and 
boring. After the 50th person asks you to retrieve 
their 28 lost chicken, you'll be wishing they 
included the option to say GET THEM YOUR 


BLOODY SELF YOU STUPID, LAZY IDIOT! 

If It wasn't for the cool gameplay mechanics in 
the Spooky Forest level, Shrek 2 would have got 
nearer to 60%. That's 'coz in Spooky Forest, there 
are three mice that nibble their way along a trail 
of cheese that runs throughout the forest. The 
thing is, they're like Lemmings - stupid. They'll 
head straight for the next bit of cheese on the 
trail without consideration of danger or death. 

You've got to make sure that they stay alive. 

You can't take your eye off them for a second. 
You'll be rucking with an enemy that just tried to 
gnaw the head off one mouse, only to find that 
another is about to nibble on some cheese set in 
a mousetrap. He'll get his head snapped dean off 
if you're not quick. You'll also be smacking down 
trees to bridge their path over rivers, and 
throwing apples to hit killer rats when your 
precious mice go somewhere you can't. It's basic 


Game into 


Out 


Price: £59.99 wfVV 

Pi; b I i s h e r: ActMsio n 
Web: www.shrek2theg3me.com 
Players: 1-4 
Memory: 2 blocks 


70 (Hinttindif) 












> REVIEW: SHREK 2 




Thu GEA version is abu a crack of Donkey's dung. 


■ Is chasing chickens time and time again fun? NO! That $ why we buy them dead 


NOM RATING: 51V. 


Mini-Shrek 


■ The fully-3D game isn't brilliant Guess what - neither is the cut-down 2D 
version. Sticking to the trend, the GBA version of Shrek 2 gives you control of 
Shrek and friends with their unique abilities that you must combine to get 
through the levels. It's slow-paced and, just like the GameCube game, repetitive 
and uninspiring. Watch the films. Love the films. Don r t waste thirty notes on this. 


but far more fun than the rest of the 
collect 50 of everything' scenarios. 

We expected basic gameplay but we 
didn't expect the game to look as cool as 
it does. Each level accomplishes vast 
landscapes that stretch into the 
distance.The scenery is packed with 
detail, particularly in the area oddly 
named Far Far Away, where the streets 
are crammed with strolling people and 
passing chariots. It's all beautifully vivid 
in colour. Mot to mention the quality of 
the character animation. With a vast 
array of facial expressions they really 
come alive in the cutscenes, just like in 
the film. With visuals like this, who 
needs FMV? It’s a shame the actual 
gameplay doesn't live up to this 
standard, but not actually a surprise. 

However, Shrek 2 is not an awful 
game, by any means. The controls are 
solid, and things are made a little more 
entertaining when playing with others. 
At any time during the game another 


player can plug in a pad, hit and 

join in the action. They'll take control of 
one of your three following allies and up 
to four players can play at once. Each 
character nas a unique special ability 
like being able to jump h igher, pick up 
items or butt-stomp. So you'll be 
working with each other to get through 
levels, like a weaker incarnation of the 
Four Swords -style gameplay. 

Unless your mates are utter gaming 
amateurs, co-operating with them will 
also rescue you from the tedious habits 
of Al that would otherwise control your 
partners. They always get in the way, 
only attack enemies when they feel like 
it and are so stupid they often get 
themselves killed anyway. Gut it doesn't 
rescue you from the remaining fact this 
is just another average movie-based 
platformer, that'll be lapped up by over¬ 
obsessed, SteHoving kids that'd dig 
anything with the ogre's green, blubbery 
face on it. Mike Jackson 


So, should 
you buy it? 



Yes if... 


You'd kneel down and kiss the ugly, green 
feet of Shrek if you were ever to meet him. 


No if... 


You're after a quality gaming experience 
and not a £40 bit of merchandise. 


You’ll love it if you like... 


The previous Shrek game on GameCube, or 
Spyro: Enter the Dragonfly. 


GRAPHICS 


It actually looks pretty damn good. Look 
at the screenshots. See? 


SOUND 

The voice action is cool but in-game 
speech samples are always tedious. 


GAMEPLAY 


Basic 'collect everything' gameplay that 
quickly becomes tiresome. 


LIFE SPAN ' 

11 chapters, half an hour each if you're 
not rubbish. That's not long. 


VERDICT 

> We not going to say the typical “fans of 
the film will love this” garbage. Fans of 
typically average movie tie-ins will love 
this. lt J s not bad but proper gamers will 
have seen It all before. 



BEST BFT: The ugly ogre's WORST BIT: WeTI deck the 
game gets top marks in next person to ask us to 
the looks department. catch their chickens. 



> tt seems like they were concentrating on 
making it took like the movie so hard they 
forgot to put a decent game in . Another one 
for the cash*ln bargain him Kingsley Singleton 
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Review 


First. Official. Best. 


Asterix & Obelix XXL 




> The best graphics you'll see with this disc 
in your 'Cube is the spinning purple block 
and the start. Look at Mario's face at the 


top of this panel Does he took like he 
wants you to get this game, NO, HE 
DOESN'T, Why not r Mario? n Cos it’s-a 
well-a RUBBISH-At” Listen to Mario. 


Nintendo 





“MINCER" 




TELL US WHAT YOU THINK @ WWW.NINTENDONIACAZINE CO.UK 


A couple of characters nobody cares about star 
in their own (crap) game. Share our excitement. 




GRAPHICS 


This game looks stiffer than a scarecrow 
with arthritis. This is GAMECUBE! 


more than a shaded dark box 
with plain white text on a sky 
blue background. Compare this 
to the beauty of the menus in 
Wind Waker, Super Mario 
Sunshine or even Monkey Bali 
and you'll see what we mean. 
WeVe seen better looking 
menu screens in NE5 games. 

Hit New Game and the m- 
garne visuals aren't much 
better, The intro shows Asterix 
and Obelix walking through a 
little village, but everything 
looks lifeless. There's no sense 
of en vi ron ment at a 11. The 
detail is way below what you'd 
expect for GameCube, even in 


a cartoony game and real-time 
lighting is non-existent. You 
know in Wind Waker when 
Link's cap blows around in the 
breeze, or when you take a 
f I a m e I nto a da rk room a nd it 
lights the walls around you? 
THAT'S what you call quality. 

It's that sort of stuff that 
brings a game alive. That said., 
This is as full of fife as the stag 
that Dean smashed into at 50 
miles per hour 
The actual levels don't ask 
much of you. Run around 
grabbing hundreds of pointless 
pick-ups and hashing wave 
after wave of Romans. They're 


real thick too - they have to 
stand dead still for a good 
three to four seconds before 
they can take a lunge at you 
with their spear. Rubbish. And 
with objectives like kill 70 
Romans, or grab 100 helmets, 
This is hardly pioneering in 
Innovative gameplay. 

You don't need 270 words 
to tell you what was 
glaringly obvious from the 
beginning - you DON'T need 
this game. 

Mike Jackson 

r i 


M Only 
another 70 
million 

Romans to go. 
Cmon Obelix, 
you fAT, LAZY 
GITl Hit 
peop le 11 


> Asterix & Obelix XXL 

successfully defines the 
meaning of the word 
budget. Everything about if rs 
cheap and dreadfully crappy. 
It's the charity shop of games. 
The No Frills range. 

Really, from the 
moment you 
fire up this 
ne you will 
insulted by 
its blatant 
cheapness. 
The main 


menu 


screen is 
nothing 


So, should 
you buy it? 


LIFE SPAN 


Only six levels, and if you play through 
them all, get your head examined. 




SOUND 


Why the crap house tunes? This is a 
cartoon platformer. Not a PSOne racer. 




GAMEPLAY 


Move along, move along. Nothing to see 
here. Nothing at all. It's all old. 


Game info i 


Price: £39,99 

Publisher; Atari 

Web: www.atari.tom 

Players: 1 

Now | 































>REVIEW: WORLD RACING 


World Racing 

We’re coming up to the last lap around the^^ 
sun, and planet Earth leads Venus by a few million miles. 


Game info 

■jn 

Price: £19.99 

Publisher: TDKMediactive 
Web: www.tdk-mediactive.ci 

Players: 1-2 

■ Agps ig.0 3 




So, should 
you buy it? 


GRAPHICS 4 

Bland, jerky and blurred. Let's throw a 
party to celebrate 


> Did we mention It's all Mercs? Weil even 
If you have a giant Mercedes emblem 
branded onto your chest, you'll concede 
that technical flaws effectively give this 
three flat tyres and fill it with diesel instead 
of four star. Sorry, but the GameCube racing 
game drought continues... 


Nintendo 1 


“BURNT OUT" 


> Imagine this: you're hurtling down 
the road at over lOOmph, blazing 
past the competition in your suped- 
up speed machine, laughing in their 
faces, when, all of a sudden, you're greeted 
by a massive UFO in the sky. Surprised, your 
attention is taken off of the race, and you 
fly into a waft, crunching your beautiful 
machine, and putting you in last place. 

If we'd pressed pause there and wrote 
the review, it might have been a different 
story. UFOs are cool. There aren't enough 
random alien invasions in racing games 
these days. As we're snaking through a 
chicane, we d love to have to also dodge 
a giant Godzilla foot plunging down 
without warning. 

Actually, it would have been the same 
story. Because in getting to the cool bit, the 


graphics chugged like a knackered old 
steam train, and only not even a row of 
Damon Albarn faces could have made the 
background blur more. 

Your goaf In this game Is to become the 
world's greatest driver, by working your way 
up from being a total novice, to a total 
expert by winning more and more races, 
taking place in many locations all over the 
world, hence the name, World Racing „ 

At first glance, World Racing seems like a 
standard driving sim, with the ability to 
change gears at will and brake to skid 
around corners. The game seems fairly 
average, but, every turn, crash and skilful 
manoeuvre you make in the entire game is 
saved and added to your 'driver profile'. 

The driver profile is a fairly innovative 
feature that tells you howyou're doing, 


ranking you on your placement experience, 
performance skill, fairness and discipline. 
Very useful if you're trying to improve your 
racing skills. We also liked that you can 
blunder off cou rse a nd explore off the 
edges of the main circuit even if what's out 
there looks like crap. 

And what's the crack with the loading 
times? We managed to play all the way 
through a level and a half of Super Mario 
World while waiting for a single World 
Racing track to start. It doesn't actually 
draw THE WHOLE WORI D each time r no 
matter what the name might suggest, ft 
draws a small area of the world - badly. 
Maybe your GC is embarrassed, and is 
hoping you’ll get bored and 
swtich the game off. 

James Statham 


SOUND G 


Tunes from the Ministry of Sound. If you 
like that kinda thing 


GAMEPLAY 4 

The off-roadirig is nice... but pointless. 

The handling fails to excite you 


LIFE SPAN 3 


Well, how long do you usually spend 
playing duff games? 


TELL US WHAI VON THINK @ WWW.NIN (LNUOWAOA/INb.CO.UK 

























Revi 



First. 


Official. Best. 




So, should 
you buy it? 


■ If you like 
cards, turn the 
page. DO m 


■ Right. Now look at the pic In the 
same position over the page —> 


Crash Bandicoot 

Fusion 


Piitle: £29,99 
Publisher; Vivendi Games 
Web; w wwHWgames.com 
Players; 1-4 (link up) 


Orange bandicoot jumps 
on platforms and tries not to be bored 
to death with his own existence 


> Imagine for a moment that you 
make games for a living. You 
work In an office with an artist 
and a sound guy, and along with a few 
other game enthusiasts you make 
GameBoy Advance games. Now imagine 
you're given the job of creating a new 
update to the Crash Bandicoot legacy, 
but there's a small problem. Maybe your 
whole team hates marsupials. Perhaps 
you've got a ludicrous deadline, or you 
Just got a 90% pay cut. Whatever the 
reason, it's caused this game to suck. 

The 'features'of this game read like a 
checklist from the marketing 
department. You've got your faimly- 
friendly merchandisable mascot 
character, simple goals, a series of mini 
games, and trading cards 'cause that's 
what the kids are into these days. It’s a 
travesty from the very beginning no 
original thoughts were wasted in the 
production of this game. 

The graphics are dreadful or worse. 
Horribly pre-rendered sprites have 
sucked the soul out of Crash, stripping 
from him the charm arid personality 
we’ve come to know and love. The 
backgrounds are often made from a 
single hue, the platforms you jump on 
are boring or ugly, and often both. 


As in previous Crash games you collect 
wumpa fruit, avoid retracting spikes, and 
destroy or jump on different kinds of 
crates. This is standard Crash fare, it 
hasn't changed since 1996, so the 
developers spiced upthe game with 
warp pads, each leading to an ugly a nd 
boring minigame. There are a half dozen 
on every level, and most of them are 
mandatory, it's In the developer's 
guidebook: when you haven't got 
enough good ideas for a game, throw in 
a series of extra minigames to keep the 
punters distracted. 

You also get to collect cards and trade 
them with your friends, as If anyone 
would admit to being your friend if you 
talked them into buying this crap. 
Everything about this game is bad. Crash 
drives tanks, floats on turbo tubes, arid 
shoots RG helicopters. If this sounds like 
fun we're very sorry - it's not, It's ugly, 
boring uninspired and dull. 

Ana it has a sibling, Spyro Fusion. It's 
the worst case of rushing a crappy game 
to market, made worse releasing what is 
essentially the same game with a 
different set of sprites and minigames. 
You need to link both clones together to 
unlock content, Our advice? Don't 
bother Lawrence Wright 


SOUND 6 

The music won't hurt you, but you've 
heard the sounds before. 


GRAPHICS 3 


Not the worst graphics of all time but 
someone should be ashamed. 


CAMEPLAY 3 

It's just bad, all of it. And the parts that 
aren't bad sure aren't GOOD, 


LIFE SPAN I 


Judicious and properly supervised use of 
explosives might make it more fun. 


VERDICT 


> Do not buy this game. Do not accept it 
as a gift without getting a receipt. If 
someone you Love has this game, steal it 
and burn it. If anyone tells you it's good, 
slug them and flee. It's for your own good. 


Nintendo 


‘CASH FUSION 


I bU US WHAT YOU THINK @ WWW NINTHS! DOM AG AZIN L .C0,U K 


































> REVIEW: CRASH AND SPYRO FUSIONS 



So, should 
you buy it? 


m UHAU 


TFI t US WHAT YOU THINK & WWW.NIN \ fcNDOMAGAZINE.CO.UK 


■ Turn page 
over for actual 
card-based 
enjoyment 


Spyro 
Fusion 

Purple dragon jumps on platforms and 
tries not to be bored to death with his 
own existence 


> Imagine for a moment that you 
make games for a living. You 
work In an office with an artist 
and a sound guy, and along with a few 
other game enthusiasts you make 
CameBoy Advance games. Now imagine 
you Ye given the job of creating a new 
update to the Spyro legacy, but there's a 
small problem. Maybe your whole team 
hates dragons. Perhaps you've got a 
crazy deadline, or you just got a n 85% 
pay cut. Maybe they've moved your 
office Into the lavatory. Whatever the 
reason it's caused this game to suck. 

The 'featured of this game read like a 
clueless manager's checklist. You've got 
your family-friendly merchandisable 
mascot character, simple goafs, a series 
of mini games, and trading cards 'cause 
that's what the kids are into these days. 

It s a travesty from the very beginning 
no original thoughts were wasted in the 
production of this game. 

The graphics are very bad, or worse. 
Horribly pre-rendered sprites have sucked 
the spirit out of Spyro, stripping from 
him the charm and personality we've 
come to know and love. The backgrounds 
are often made from a single hue, the 
platforms you jump on are boring or ugly 
and often both. 


As in previous Spyro games you collect 
crystals, avoid retracting spikes, and 
flame or jump on different kinds of 
enemies. This is standard Spyro fare, it 
hasn't changed since 1998, so the 
developers spiced up the game with 
mysterious portals, each leading to an 
ugly and boring minigame. There are five 
on every level, they're all awful, and 
they're all mandatory It's in the 
developer's guidebook; when you haven't 
got enough good ideas for a game, throw 
in a series of extra minigames to keep 
the puntersdistracted. 

You also get to collect cards and trade 
them with your friends, as if anyone 
would admit to being your friend if you 
talked them into buying this crap. 
Everything about this game is bad. Spyro 
drives tanks, melts ice, and sits in tall 
robots. If this sounds like fun we're very 
sorry - it's not. It's ugly, boring, 
uninspired and dull. 

And it has a sibling, Crash Bandicoot 
Fusion. It's the worst case of rushing a 
crappy game to market, made worse 
releasing what is essentially the same 
game with a different set of sprites and 
minigames. They're clones, hut this is 
(accidentally?) marginally the better 
version, Lawrence Wright 


VERDICT 


> You have three chokes. Buy the Spyro 
one, buy the Crash one, or buy something 
that you might actually enjoy. Surely 
nobody likes these B-grade characters 
enough to put themselves through this? 


Nintendo? 


LIFE SPAN I 

The most fun you'll have is burying the 
cartridge and forgetting you ever saw it. 


GRAPHICS 3 


Dreadfully embarassmg. They didn't 
even try to eliminate the suckitude. 


GAMEPLAY 3 

A stunning variety of abuse for the 
player masochistic enough to persevere. 


SOUND 6 

Totally forgettable, but not nearly as 
offensive as the rest of the game. 


Game info 


Price: £29.99 

Publisher; Vivendi Games 
Web; www.vugames.com 
Players: 1-4 (link up) 






















Mini-Reviews 4 
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First. Official. Best. 


Barbs, cards, Gauls, 


Ultimate Card Games 


Publisher: Telegames 
Release date: Out now 
Price: £19.99 
Players: 1-4 
Game Save: Cart 



Don't be fooled, We've 
only dropped this card game compendium 
in here because if we filled a page with 
saeengrabs of Solitaire you'd call the 
magazine police. There are stacks of card 
games on here we've never even heard of, 
and ones we already know we love like 
Free Cell, Klondike and Poker. There's 
nothing to stop you stripping either, bar 
public decency. 

We know. A set of playing cards costs 
twenty-times less But how lazy are 
you? Can you really be arsed to spend 
the time dealing yourself a game of 
solitaire, or do you want to press a 
button? Willi so much on here, it 
assassinates a long train journey. Hell, 
it's even good enough to he an excuse 
to buy a GBA for an Actual Old Person. 
Providing their gnarled, pee-stained 
fingers can work a d~pad, 

Throw in one-cart four player on stuff 
like pontoon, and turn down the truly 
ATROCIOUS in-game music, and you 
can't lose. Providing you like card 
games. On CameCube, we'd be violently 
opposed to it. But on GBA, it feels right. 
U nless you c hew the cart and break the 
chips, you'll always have a full deck 



® Take ® Pass (SEED Rearrange 




Asterix & Obelix XXL 


Publisher; Atari 
Release date: Out now 
Price: £19.99 
Players; 1 
Game Save: Cart 

Whoever designed this 
game wanted It all. An authentic Gaulish 
village, characters from the comic, 
cinematic cut scenes and lots of action. 
And he got it - the team managed to 
squeeze all this and more Into a tiny 
Game Boy Advance cart. And boy, does 
it suck. 

Right from the very beginning you 
know you're not going to have fun. The 
best thing about the introduction is the 
Atari logo; the pre-rendered Asterix & 
Obelix feature none of the style and 
charm they exhibit in the comics, now 
they're blotchy and ugly. It gets worse, 
far worse. The introduction consists of 
a half dozen ugly static images, and the 
music - which isn't very good - resets 
every time a new picture Is shown 

The game itself might have been a 
great 16-bit platform game, but as a 
3D adventure it's awful. The polygons 
bend and warp so fiercely when you 
get close to them your eyes will be 
begging to be gouged out long before 
you finish the first stage. This game is 
full of invisible walls, identical 
enemies, cut and paste backgrounds 
and dodgy control, A real shame. 



Barbie: Secret Agent 


Publisher: Vivendi Universal 
Release date: Out now 
Price: £19.99 
Players: l 

Game Save: Password 


A lot of people in the games 
industry want to make games that girls 
would want to play. The reasoning goes 
something I ike this- Since most game players 
are male, there's a vast untapped quantity of 
girl gamers out there. 

This game is ostensibly a girl game. It's 
largely pink, it's entirely non-violent, and it's 
totally boring. Run, jump, wear the invisi- 
ring> roll under objects. Climb ladders, sun 
guards with smoke bombs (purple, of 
course) and. in a remarkably innovative 
vein, complete disgustingly easy 
minigames to open locked doors. 

The game is surprisingly well made, it 
controls well and might be fun If it wasn't 
so deva stati n g ly bob n g. 

There are guards who won't stop you 
unless they see you and are {]) alerted for 
some ten full seconds You can stand still 
beside them for nine seconds, drop a 
smoke bomb and they immediately forget 
you exist. That's magic 

ThIs is not how the game industry 
should he attracting the mythical girl 
gamer. Girls already play games, or so I'm 
told, because they're fun. They don't play 
games because they're pink or because 
they feature women protagonists. 


























> REVIEWS: GBA 


cars and robot cops. 




Gadget Racers 


■INVISIBLE" 

TFU US WHAT YOU THINK e WWW.NINIfNDOArtACAZINE.CO.lHK 


Publisher: Zoo Digital 
Release date: Out now 
Price: £19.99 
Players: 1 
Game Save: Cart 


Eveiything bout this game 
is average. It doesn't even scream ‘middle of 
the road 1 so much as it kind of mentions, 
you know, in passing, that it isn't 
remarkable in any way. It's a racing game 
based on a moderately popular series of toy 
cars in Japan, which are modelled after 
moderately interesting vehicles. It doesn't 
aspire to any great height, nor does it 
possess any significant faults. It's the perfect 
invisible game. 

There are a lot of indistinct vehicles that 
kinda look familiar, and you race them 
around tracks that are almost but not quite 
entirely uninteresting. When you complete 
a race you're awarded money, with which 
you ca n shower your car with generic add¬ 
on parts like steering and suspension 
upgrades and aero effects. Naturally you're 
given more money for finishing in a better 
position, and slaying ahead of the CPU 
driven cars isn't particularly difficult. 

The graphics are ok, the sound is middling, 
the control is more or less exactly what it 
should be. There's no reason not to buy this 
game, but by the same token there's no 
reason to spend your hard-earned money 
on it either, it's just so average - competent, 
but nothing more. Or less. 



Publisher: Avalon 
Release date: Out now 
Price: £29.99 
Players: 1 
Game Save: None 


Classic games can be 
great fun. Everyone loves the old original 
Super Mario Bros, and Metroid, but this 
game h in no way a classic. It's a re-vamp 
of a crusty old arcade game, and it's 
improved with age in the same way that a 
cheeseburger doesn’t. 

At times it seems too slow to be 
playable, and the officer hot can't jump to 
save his life, barely getting off the ground 
before shooting back down as if he were 
tied to the floor by a bungee cord. 

At first you can only do a half-arsed 
punch that batters enemies away like 
feathers, and your fist sometimes 
doesn't seem to come into contact with 
their face before they fall. Sloppy. 

Eventually you'll grab some ammo 
and be able to shoot enemies, which is 
a little more fun, especially when you 
blast the gas canisters and cause a 
gigantic explosion. 

The bosses arc stale and slow-paced, 
and lack originality, and if Robocop 
sn uffs It, you're forced to start right 
from: the heginnmg of the level. No 
checkpoints here. 

The arcade game was worth lOp a 
go. But £30 for a bad conversion? Ha! 


Robocop 



TELE US WHAT YOU THINK 4? WinWY.NINT ENDOW AGAZINEXOU K 


Barbarian 


Publisher: Avalon 
Release date: Out Now 
Price: £29.99 
Players: 1-2 
Game Save: None 

The word 'barbarian' 




comes from the Latin meaning to babble, 
and it's what the Romans called foreigners 
when they couldn't understand their 
language. See that, that's interesting that 
is. Unlike this game which is a pedestrian 
and barely features anything you'd loosely 
define as gameplay. 

Side on heat 'em; ups never work that 
well on the GBA, it’s just not an epic 
enough format, and if a game's going to 
make an impact, it needs to have a 
gimmick, and Barbarian has nothing. 

There are six game modes, arcade 
(normal fighting}, survival (same as 
arcade, except you don't have any 
continues), training, mufti player, the 
completely pointless extreme survival 
(beat enemies with a single hit), and 
time attack. There's a complex trick to 
winning though: it's called hammer B as 
fast as you can. 

It's crap, but mercifully short. We'd 
managed to beat of the single player 
modes within minutes of turning the 
thine on. That's great for us. but 
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First. Official. Best. 



No! Lite this! 

You’ve bought ’em, now tell us how you’d change ’em. 



HOW TO GET HEARD 

Do you want to get your gaming thoughts 
published in the UK’s only official Nintendo 
magazine? There ere three ways to do it: 


■ Text/ Send your message to us on 84070, but don't forget to add your name and the place 
where you live. Each message costs 25p to send, 

■ Emailf Write no more than 40 words, to tim.street@emap.com, adding your name and town, 

■ Web! Check out the nintendomagazinexo.uk forums and tell us your thoughts. 



■ One of the best 
games I've EVER 
played, but even 
with the new 
Chozodia section it J s 
short, and even on 
hard mode I can 
smash through it in 
under two hours. 
Alexander Clarke, 
via emati 


IS so 

good it made me cry. I can 
admit that. The only way to 
improve it would be if you 
give Pikachu a pill to make 
him grow to ten times the 
size and shoot big lasers 
out of his eyes.” 

David Andrews, Dorset 

Final Fantasy: 
Crystal Chronicles 


Pokemon 

Colosseum 


■ This game is brill, but it's just 
too short! it took me about three 
days to complete! It ended so 
suddenly, without much of the 
game plot being tied up. What, for 
example, happened to Horus? The 
game only has two worlds to 
explore too, which I think is a real 
pity. ElizabethTaylor, Barnsley 


■ Story mode and battling 
rocks but allowing HMs to be 
used outside battle could have 
looked cool. Gang Battle 
shouldn't have been dependant 
on GBA link-up. You should be 
able to fight your mates 
without GBAs using random 
teams Sam Willis, Bath 


■ What a disappointment! 

The battle system is terrible compared to the 
older Final Fantasy games, I couldn't believe it 
when I found out you can only be one 
character (unless with friends). Jason 
Meads, West Sussex 

■ A boring battle scheme; no block and 
varying attacks, especially when you do 
the same levels repeatedly! The ending Is 
boring, talk to the spirit, move, repeat. 
% La st ly, wa I k u p to t h e pa ra s ite a n d 

press E. Over James Taylor, Leeds 


■ You should be able to change 
the colour of your kart, make cups 
out of your favourite tracks and 
add a Track Editor, Why not throw 
in boats or hovercraft, too. 
Jonathan Hill, Ware 


■ The battles get too repetitive 
Story Mode is dull, as It s just 
battles in one player where you 
walk around and your assistant 
gets in your way. The battles 
look really good, just don't get 
too excited. 

Dan Craig, via email 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

We want to know your views on any 
Nintendo game , but especially these ... 


1« Fire Emblem 5“ Harry Potter and the Prisoner 

2* * Pokemon Co fosse um of Azka ban 
3**Metroid: Zero Mission ... and anything else you’ve got 
Mario Golf burning a hole in your head! 


REMEMBER, VOU CAN WRITE, TEXT OR EMAIL US USING THE DETAILS ABOVE 















THE GREATEST 
T-SHIRTS YOU’LL 
EVER WEAR eSl ** 




At a glance... 

/ all T-shirts are Limited Edition } 

/ all T-shirts are exclusive to the UK 
all are 100% cotton 

i/ all are authentic, official and top quality 


Nintendo T-Shirt order form 


{ptcGji c indicate quantity and size kioiv) 


Red Mario ...... I® £11.95 Donkey Kong ...... {a> £11.95 

MOLD MOLD 


NES.£11.95 

Main 


NOM UK@ £9,95 

m n L n 


Green Luigi_ @ £11.95 1UP,_@ £11.95 

M □ L □ MOLD 


Please add a total of £2 per order for P&R 


Spread the 
word of the 
NES in this. 


I enclose a cheque/Postal Order for £.. 

made payable to Nintendo Official Magazine UK 

OR debit my Access/Visa account 


Ca rd n o........... 

Expiry date...debit the sum of 


Name 

(Mr/Mrs/ftrtiss/Ms) 
Address. 


Postcode .... Te.No. 


Offer subject to availability. Send your 
order to: Nintendo T-Shirt Offer, P.O.Box 
156. Coates. Peterborough. PE7 2FE. 
Access/Visa card holders can order direct 
on 01733 840 111 (line open 24 hours) 


EMAP Active, publisher of NCWI UK, shares information about you 
with our sister companies within the E'MAP Pic group and with other 
reputable companies so that we may let you know about 
opportunities or services which may be of interest to you. If you 
DO NOT wish to be Informed of future offers, please tick the box □ 


in’t want 
ocap. 
ant this 
t. Fact. 


You know 
Luigi rocks. 

BE him in this. 


SiSF&'S* 

ate n, ghts optional 


Tel. 01733 840 III 

















Masterclass 

Busting the hardest parts 




Find your way around 
old-school " 


Oh, and slay all the classic Ze/da 
bosses along the way 




1 Aquamentus 


2 Dodongo 




This is the easiest boss 
to kill and there are a 
few ways of doing it. If 
you have arrows then 
stand back and shoot, 
ff you don't have 
arrows but your health 
is full then fire your 
sword. If you don't 
have health then get 
close and stab with 
your sword. A couple 
of well placed bombs 
will also do the trick. 


You cant hurt Dodongo with your sword so equip bombs 
instead and follow him around. Try and drop a bomb right in 

front of the boss so that it 

^ ^ n jJ g ,j jjp 5 jtd o w n. T h e b o rn b w i 11 

»*§ * * MpiliM ifWM e >■: p I o d e inside L i 1 e b o s s, I wo 

1 mm Mill iU m i mm « I bombs will finish off Dodongo. 

I Yo u c a n a i so ex p I od c a b o m b 
I next lo Dodongo to stun it 
I allowing you to kill it quickly 
I with your sw o rd. In later 
I dungeons you'll encounter 
I t h ree Do d o n go s at a t i rn e, i. j s e 
I the same tactics but be careful 
I not to run out of bombs. 
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3 Manhandla 


This bos? can be tricky to kill as it moves 
quickly. Strike any of the four heads a 
few times to knock therm off Each time 
you detach a head Manhandla moves 
faster By the time there is only one head 
left it will be zooming around the screen 
and be difficult to smack You can also 
hurt this boss with arrows but once it's 
down to one head it's hard to avoid. You 
will encounter this boss a few times in 
the game so stick with the tactic that 
works best for you. 



4 Gleeok 

When you meet this boss for the first 
time it has two heads, later on you 
will encounter it with three, then 
four heads. Use the same tactics to 
defeat each one. kun in dose and 
attack with the sword. Each lime you 
damage it a head will detach and fly 
around the room shooting at you. Try 
to ignore this and concentrate on the 
body. When all the heads are 
detached the boss will die. Making 
your boss die is always a good idea. 
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5 Digdogger 


You can only damage this boss if you 
have the whistle. When you encounter 
the boss blow the whistle and it will 
become smaller arid quicker. When it's 
small you can damage it. All you need 
to do is smack it a few times. If you 
drop a bomb before it the second you 
blow the whistle you can kill it in a 
single blast,This boss shows up a few 
times, il splits into more pieces after 
blowing the whistle otherwise killing 
it is the same. 



6 Glioma 



You ran only hurt this boss using arrows and only by shooting 
it in the eye when the eye opens. The rest of the time try and 
stay in line with it and move side Lu side to avoid its fireballs. 
You only need to hit it in the eye once to kill it. Idler versions 
will require a few more arrows to the eye. When you meet a 
Cohma in a room with fireball exhaling statues stand m the 
door way to avoid being hurt and only move out when Gohrrid 
opens its eye. 
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Overworld locations guide 
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[shops] 

SHOP 1 

SELLS,,.Magic Shield 160, Key 100, Blue Candle 
WHERE... G7 

SHOP 2 

SELLS,.MagicShield 130, Bombs 20, Arrows 80 
WHERE.,. G16 

SHOP 3 

SELL$...Magic Shield 90, Monster Bait 100 
Heart 10 
WHERE,,, E7 

Burn the bush on the corner with a candle. 

SHOP 4 

5ELL5,.,Magic Shield 130, Bombs 20, Arrows 
80 

WHERE,.. E5 

Bomb the middle of the rock wall at the top. 

SHOPS 

SELL5,„Key 80, Blue Ring 250, Monster Bait 60 
WHERE.*. D5 

Underneath the top middle statue. 



DUNGEON 1 Eagle. D8 
DUNGEON 2 man D13 


DUNGEON 3 Man]} H5 

DUNGEON 4 Snake E6 

You need the Raft to get across the water to 

reach the island where the entrance Is located, 

DUNGEON 5 Lizard All 

DUNGEON 6 Dragon C3 


DUNGEON 7 Demon E3 

You need to play the whistle in this screen 

to drain the water. 

DUNGEON 8 Lion G14 

Use the candle to bum the bush blocking the 

path. The stairs underneath lead to the dungeon. 

DUNGEON 9 Death Mountain AS 

You must bomb the right rock formation to 

reveal the entrance. 



HEART 1 

WHERE... H12 

Bomb the middle of the north left wall 

HEART 2 

WHERE ,. C13 

Bomb the right side of the suspicious 
rock formation. 

HEART 3 

WHERE,,, E8 

Burn the bush third from the right with 
the candle. 

HEART 4 

WHERE.,. C16 

Use the Raft from the dock in D16 

HEARTS 

WHERE.,, F16 

Use the Step Ladder to cross over. 















































































Busting the hairiest parts 



9 


IO 


II 


13 


14 


16 



ITEM . Wooden sword 
LOCATION... 8H 

In the cave on the starting screen 
USE.,. Killing enemies. 


/TEM,..Bombs 

LOCATION... Dropped by enemies 

USE,., Killing enemies and blowing up walls. 


ITEM .. White Sword 
LOCATION... All 

The man in the cave will give it to you once you 
have five or more hearts. 

USE... Mo re powerful weapon, 

ITEM. Boomerang 
LOCATION... Inside dungeon l 
USE.Xan paralyse certain enemies. 


ITEM... Bow and Arrows 

LOCATION,,. Inside dungeon 1 

USE..,Use it to kill enemies at a distance. 

ITEM ... Magic Sword 
LOCATION... C2 

Kill the ghost. Push the middle right 
gravestone. The man inside will give this to 
you if you have 12 or more hearts. 

USE.., A powerful weapon. 


ITEM... Magic Boomerang 
LOCATION,. Inside dungeon 2 

USE,., A more powerful boomerang. 


ITEM... Magic Wand 
LOCATION, , Inside dungeon 6 
USE... A long ranged weapon. 


ITEM ... Silver Arrow 

LOCATION... Inside dungeon 9 

LJSF You need this to kill the final boss. 


ITEM Blue Candle 
LOCATION.., Cl 

Bought from the shop in this location 
USE.., Burn bushes and light up dark rooms 
inside dungeons. Single use per screen. 


ITEM Blue Ring 
LOCATION.. 05 

Buy it from the shop at this location 
USE,,.Decreases damage. 

ITEM ... Letter 

LOCATION... A15 (In the cave) 

USE... Can buy potions in various caves. 


ITEM Raft 

LOCATION. , Inside dungeon 3 

USE... Use this at a jetty to cross water. 


ITEM ... Step Ladder 
LOCATION.,. Inside dungeon 4 

USE,., Cross water that's only one block wide. 


ITEM... Power Bracelet 
LOCATION,.. C5 

Underneath the top right statue 
USE,,, Push and lift large objects. 

ITEM, Whistle 
LOCATION... Inside dungeon 5 

USE,,,Use against Digdogger. Plus, drains 
water covering the dungeon 7 entrance. 


ITEM... Red Candle 

LOCATION... Inside dungeon 7 

USE,.. Same as the blue candle only it can be 

used any number of times per screen. 


ITEM... Magic Book 

LOCATION... inside dungeon 8 

USE,,, Makes Magic Wand more powerful. 

ITEM.,. Magic Key 
LOCATION... Inside dungeon 8 

USE... Opens all Key-locked doors. 


ITEM. Red Ring 
LOCATION. .. Inside dungeon 9 

USE.., Decreases the damage done to Link. 


(Hinlend.l)fl| 
























































































































Masterclass 


Super Mario Bros. 



howto.. 

Beat the game 
in eight woilds 


There are many worlds in this massive platform 
game but here’s a way to beat it quickly. Follow 
this mini walkthrough to finish the game in less 
then ten minutes without a cheat code in sight. 


Hit the second Tfor a Mushroom to turn 
into Super Mario, Make sure you jump down 
the fourth green pipe to access a bonus room 
full of coins. 


If you don't want the coins Jump past the 
pipe then jump up and down roughly in the 
middle between the pipe and gap. There is 
an invisible block containing a 1-up. 


Hit the first *V for a power up. After kilting 
the first two Koopa Troopas break the blocks 
to the far right of the duster above you for a 
Star power up. 




Carry on to the right. After going under four 
coins there will be a coin on its own. Break 
the blocks to the right of the coin for another 
power up. 


Continue and leap to the higher ledge after 
the gap. Bump two bricks above the right 
edge of the platform to reveal a 1-up and 

eive if a hole to fall through. 


Jump into the first pipe after the 1-up to a 
secret room, Up ahead jump onto the up 
elevator and leap to the right to run along 

+ h* +nn nf thn crraan anrl Into Secret pipe 


Continue through the level, when you reach 
a row of four T blocks jump on top and jump 
in the air on the third one to find an invisible 
block with a 1-up Inside. 


Keep heading right. Jump on top of the 
second green pipe you encounter and push 
down to access a bonus room full of coins 
then proceed to the end of the level 


Prop down to where the first batch of coins 
are and hit the right block above fora power 
up. When you see several'?' blocks, the 
middle of the set of three has a power up. 


92 ( Nin tendo ) 













































Busting the haidest parts 



Jump the gap on the right. Below the three 
bricks in the air, are some secret invisible 
blocks. Jump under them to reveal them. 


Jump on the blocks. Hit the left brick to get a 
vine. Climb rt to reach a secret overworld, run 
right and jump down pipe at the end. 


Cross the first set of gaps, then go between 
the first two green pipes with plants. Jump 
to find an invisible block for a l-u p. 
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If you need coins then the fourth pipe from 
here contains a secret bonus room. After 
coming out of it, go past the next green pipe 
and get to the end of the level. 


When you reach a springboard, bounce on it 
to hit the block above. This contains a l-up. 
To get it dash quickly to the right and jump 
on the suspended blocks and wait. 
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Defeat the Hammer Brothers after the first 
pipe. Get on the low blocks and hit the one 
above, second on the right for a power up. 


After passing the first double cannon hit the 
right one of two suspended blocks for a 
handy power up. Shortly after, go down the 
pipe after the tricky jump to a bonus room. 


WORLD 8-4 


Defeat the second set of Hammer Brothers 
and hit the brick on the top, second from the 
left for a power up. This stage Is really tough. 


This level Is like a maze. Ignore the first two 
pipes. Jump in the first pipe after crossing 
over lava with a moving platform. 



Jump the lava pit to meet Bowser the final 
boss. Dash and leap over him and grab the 
axe on the far side. This will release the floor 
and kill him, and that's job done. 


Up ahead; jump to the left of the pipe in mid 
air to reveal an invisible block. Use it to get 
into the pipe. Next, jump inside the pipe just 
after the first lava pit that you cross. 


This leads to an underwater section. Swim all 
the way to the far right and enter the pipe at 
the end. Ignore all the pipes and kill the 
Hammer Brother to the right 






































































Masterclass 


Mario Golf: ■ 
Toadstool Tour 


HOW TO.- f 

Be the best golfei 
at the Official _ 
Nintendo Challenge 


Those kind folks at Nintendo have given us a special challenge 
mode in Toadstool Tour. If you want to win, you'll want to check 
out our tips for the trickier bits. 


UNLjOCK IT 

Just in case you 
don't already 
know, you'll need 
to enter a special 
code to unlock the 
Official Nintendo 
Challenge. Hold 0 
at the main screen 
and press Start, 
There's a new 
option on the 
menu now - 
Contests ■ and in 
there you'll find a 
password entry 
screen. Put in the 
code 36NH7XNC, 
and you'll unlock 
the "Official 
Nintendo (UK) 
Challenge'. Now 
use our exclusive 
tips to be a red-hot 
golfing champ! 



***his green can be tricky 
I so try and aim your 
approach shot away from 
the dip to make your life 
easier on the green. 
Remember to use a little bit more 
power than it looks as though 
you'll need, especially if the lie of 
the ball is below the hole. If you 
do mess up, don't forget to 
counteract the effect of the dip. 



A good solid drive is 
needed here to 
clear the water hazard 
- the landing is narrow, 
though, so use 
backspin to control the 
ball. Watch out for the 
wind speed too. If Boo 
is blowing heavily in 
the direction of your 
shot, ease up on the 
power of your tec shot. 



T he stone jaws in the 
middle of the hole are a 
big problem. Play a low 
shot with a three-wood. 
Not forgetting to place the 
striking point at the top of 
the ball. You won't hit the 
ball as far but at least you 
won't hit those teeth. 


0**31 Cj 





























Busting the haidest parts 





^ ifficult! There's a small forest in 
I# front of you, and a bunker just 
behind - don’t bother hitting it over the trees unless you're 
absolutely sure you can miss the bunker* There's nothing 
worse than misjudging the shot, having it hit a tree and 
watching it plop right in the bunker where you can't even 
see the fairway. Instead, hit it round to the left with a short 

shot 

straight off 
the lee. This 
still gives 
you enough 
shots to get 
to the pin 
on this par 
four course 
as it's a 
straight line 
to the hole 
if you hit 
your first 
shot well off 
the tee. 


ISMa 


W atch out for the cliff if you're aiming for a drive on your 
second shot. Get as high as possible (a three- or five-wood 
or a solid iron) is good for this particular shot. Make sure to use a 
good amount of topspln to stop it from rolling back down too. 



HOLE 18 


tough to get 
around. Hit 
far on the 


Power shot if 
you've got 
any credits 
left forthem, 
to get that 
extra vital 
few feet. 

Make sure you can get tip the cliff on your next shot, though, 
otherwise you'll lose loads of shots trying to fix it, and might 
even end up in the water* Hit a high shot with a wood, and use 
backspin to make sure you don't overshoot - there's a water 
hazard just beyond. However, don't use too much backspin, 
because you could fall back down to where you started and 
waste another shot. 




.unlimited: 


T he whale-shaped island on the left can be tempting to 
land on, but unless you've got a power character that you 
know can reach it, don't go for it. It's best to play a high 

arched shot, using an iron, over _, i r 

the branches of the tree right . 

in front of you. Then you can . 

aim for the whale (remember ' Ip* 

to use backspin to stop it ’ i , V r 

rolling off the other side), then 
the pin. Don't go for the ^ i ; 

narrow strip of fairway around ?w ‘ . A 

the bunkers. One bad shot and .X- ■ > * jsSi 

you'll be caught in a sand trap,, °* <r 


A StMFLE CALi AND 


Acer Golf Luigi's Mansion Scorpion King 

Advance Wars 2 Mui iu Kurl; Double Dash Shining Soul 7 

Bud Boys 2* Mario Sunshine Sonic Advance 

Banjo Kazooie Medal of Honor. R. Sun Sonic Advance 2 

Banjo Kazooie. Grunty's RMuyu Man Buttle NuL 3 Sonic Adventure 7 Battle 
Banjo Toole Mnfnl ArrivC In System Sank Mega Collection 

Blood Omen 2 Metal Gear Solid: T S„ Saul Cali bur 2 

Blue Storm, Wave Race Metroid Prims Spider man t£Ji5 

Bnktni Mission Imp. :Op. Surma Splniier Cell 2 lAi1V1J 

Bomberman (NESJ Mission Impassible Stai Wofs: Jedi Knight 7 

Butty 2: Chaos Blef'dr, Mortal Knmhm Deadly A. Star Wars: Rebel Strike 
Bulletproof Monk* NFS Underground Star Wars. Rogue Leadei 

Burnout Pikrnin 2* Startnx Adventures 

Call of Duty Finest Hnur + Pokeman Blue Super Mario Sunshine 

Conflict: Desert Storm ? Poke mo n Colosseum Supui Smash Bros Meloc 
Crash Bcmdkool Fusion Pukumon Crystal The Sims 

Crash B'coot: W.of Cortex Pokemon Gold The Sims, Bustin Out 

Def Jam Vendetta Pokurrion Red Time? Splitters 7 

Die Hard: Vtmdellu Pokemon Ruby Tony Hawk's Pro Skater 2 

Dragon ball Z L.of Goku /Pokemon Sapphire Tony Hawk's Underyrnd 
Eternal Darkness Pokemon Silver True Crime: Streets LA 

FIFA 2004 Fokemon Stadium Viewtiful Joe 

Harry Potter: C.of Secrets Pokemon Trading Card Wreckless: Yukuzu M. 
Harry Potter F.AikabanF okf man Yellow WWE Wr tlomania XIX 

Harry Potler: Philos. St. Pool Paradise X-Men 2 Wolveiinu's Rev. 

Harvest Moon 2; W. Life Quad Puwei RuLFny 2 X Men Next Dimension 
Inuediblu Hulk Rehel Strike, fl Squad 3 Yu-Gi-Ohl Sacred Cards 

James Bond: Goldeneye Reign Of Fire Yu-Gi-Oh! World Tour.'04 

Leg. of Zelda: O. of Time Res, Evil Code Veronica X Yu Gi Oh! World Wide E 
Log. of Zeldn W Wakei Resklent Evil Zelda. Majora's Mask 

Leg.of Zelda: Majora's M. Resident Evil 3: Nemesis Zeldu: Master Ouor4 
Legend of Zelda: Sea so ns Resident Evil Zero Zelda: Ocarina of Time 
Lord of Rings' R of King Robot Wars: Ex. Desiruct Zelda; Wind Waker 
Lost Kingdoms II. Rune Sapphire Puktmiuu Plus Many More.** 



CALL THIS NUMBER FROM YOUR HOME PI I ONE OR ANY LAND LINE 




MOBILE PHONE 
ACCESS NUMBER 
CALL NOW FROM 
ANY MOBILE PHONE 


CALL THIS HUMBER FROM YOUR MOBILE PHONE 




mud 


CALLS COST ONLY Tin P FR MINUTE 


0“ 


rspectiv 

releases ore added at toon os mfoimotion b*g®rr»s available^ utuplly before release. Fut c onmm&rrls Or questions 
n writing to Interactive Tekom Ltd, 8 Grants Walk FL2S 3AA, or email euitt wrv it f henHijpliiriited .:oot, o. call.;™. 

24hr Customer Servke; (Freephone) 0800 0S1 6000 






















Masterclass 


If you’ve got any games from 
the Classic NES Series or even 
the old originals, you MUST 
give these cheats a go... 


(Nintendo) 

Official Cheats 



Bombing up any stage 


Level... 


Passcode, 


NMKGDDONMHLCGKKGKGKJ 


JDCKKEPHI LHFLQPCjKGKL I 


ABIHPGLEFCNNJDBEFEFN 


FEGKKJFNMAPHABDABOLN I 


hikgdoocpcjahiepcgkj 


IHDJOIIKGLH FLOFMNJ DA | 


OJABEMKMNNCMIH1MNDJC 


iHEFPPBGKFAIMNMOLKCjl 


CLNMKDOIHFAIMWMG KLOF 


NMABEKMKGNCLFEIIHFEL I 


Secret Level (59) 


BAG DIHC LO A FHABDN MO UG 


There are so many tough levels in the good oT Bomberman , 
and they aren't easy. We could print over 50 passcodes for this 
game but there isn't enough space on the page. So you'll just 


have to make do with a code for every five levels. Oh, and 
each one will max out your bombs and firepower, making you 
an instant super bomber. Now you J re smiling. 



SUPER MARIO BROS. 


No more mental Mario pain 

Youl! just have to get better at the game if you're having problems with Lakitu or that tough section of jumps. But we can help soften 
the blow of getting the Game Over screen on world eight. Plus it will earn you some extra points, too. 


After getting Game Over, rf you hold 0 and pressing 
begin a fresh one-player game, you 1 !! start off on the first stage of 
the world you died in. Unlimited continues are yours. Sweet. 


To activate point-boosting fireworks at the end of each stage you 
must touch the end-of-level flagpole when the final digit of the 
timer is a one, three or six. Practise to get six every time. 


CNlntendg, 



















































Busting the hardest parts 





THE LEGEND OF ZELDA 


SPECIAL FORCES 3: BIOTERROR 


Passcodes for your eyes only 

Let's not beat around the bush; Bioterror is hard as nails. If it J s 
a challenge you wanted, Bioterror will make you regret it. 
Unless, of course, you have these level passcodes that'll make 
it easy for you to skip to whatever level you like. So now you 
won't have to bear the pain of struggling through it just to 
play the cool Choplifter-style and shoot- J em-up stages. 


Passcode... 


1-2 


5073 


2438 I 


3721 I 


2157 


3496 I 


3-4 


4168 I 


7596 I 


6320 


4256 


0342 


Choose your difficulty but not too low or no one wifi ever die. 

Time limit: You can pfay with five minutes, the winner being the 
team with the Hunted that died least. Or play unlimited, the first 
Hunted to die loses. 

LAST TIME WE PLAYED 

Who played: Mike (Bodyguard), protecting the Hunted Tim, and 
Dean protecting Kingsley. 

What happened: They played on the Ice Station and decided on a 
first-to-die-ioses scenario, A bad start for Kingsley who'd ran into a 
pack of Bats and got pummeled Dean beat them down 
eventually. Outside a sniping Bot had Tim in his sights. Mike 
couldn't see where the bullets were coming from. DISASTER* 
Tim took It in the face and Mike was dueless. HURRY TIM - GET 
INSIDE* 8LAML. he bit the bullet Dean leapt up and laughed at 
Mike as he celebrated. 

GET INVOLVED 

Do you have any wacky ways of getting more out of a game? If so, let 
us know. Write down your idea just like Anthony did above and send it 
into New Ways to Play at the usual address, or email 
micbaeijackson@emap.com, with your picture attached. 


THE 

THE BODYGUARD. 

TIMESPLITTERS 2! 

By Anthony Foley, via email 

So, you're a super deadly killer when it comes to 
deathmatch in TimeSplkters 2? Well how are you at 
protecting? The idea of Anthony's The Bodyguard 
game is to protect your tag-mate (called the Hunted) 
from being killed by attacking Bots longer than the 
protector of the other tag team's Hunted. When the 
Hunted is killed, that team loses, or if you're playing 
on a time limit, the other team gets a point 

THE SETTINGS 

Four Players: Split into teams of two. One in each 
team is the Hunted, the other is the Bodyguard. The 
Hunted are not allowed to shoot guns. 

Bots: Real men will whack the Bot counter up to the maximum. 


1 


That white sword in Link's hand indicates that the file is now a 
Second Ouest file* You may not see any differences at first, but 
play for a while and all new dungeon maps await. 


The benefit of name calling 

When you finish this classic Zelda adventure, you can play if a 
second time with different dungeon maps in different locations. 
But with this trick, you won't need to finish the game first 


— SELL! 

C T - 

NAME 

I- IFF 

“1 ZELDA 

O 


Q MflM - 

O 


wT; RULES 

O 


REGISTER YOUR NAME 

EL IM 1 Nil 1 IIIN 

MODE 


Register your name as Zelda, Yes, it's a girl's name but stop 
whining... just do it. When you select Register, you'll go back to 
the File Select screen* Notice Link's holding a white sword. 
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We Can’t Wait 













This video left people gawking in Nintendo's DS Theatre as the footage saw Mario and his pals 
eating up the Yosh i Circuit track from Double Dash. This time though there was no room for any 
friends in each kart - if was strictly room for one only in the classic kart models, DK Barrels and 
super fast prams were strictly left in the lock-up. 

From what we’ve gathered all your faves are going to be playable and you can expect those 
classic weapons to come as standard. Online support still hasn't been confirmed but Just so 
you know we’re racking up the practice on Double Dash. We're going to own this bad boy 
when it rolls around, just don't tell Jackson what we're doing. 













we Can’t Wait For These 








Remember those internet rumours that Luigi was playable in Mario 647 Well 
believe them, he finally is, but only in the Nintendo DS spin on the most 
important video game ever made. 

Luigi now joins Voshi and Wario in a battle to find the stars that are hidden 
in the grounds of Peach's Castle. Use the stylus to switch between characters 
and call upon their different skills to snare the booty. If that doesn't make 
you weep tears of joy, there are Goombas to leap on and Bowser rears his 
ugly head once again. We wouldn't have it any other way. YAHOOOO! 


















> NEW GAMES: SUPER MARIO 64X4, MARIO PINBALL, NEW SUPER MARIO BROS. 



Golf star, kart king, platform hero and pinball. PINBALL?! Why 
turn the world’* biggest gaming hero into the size of a tiny ball? 
To make one of the most playable pinball games ever that’s why! 
You’ve gotta fire Mario around tables based on classic scenes 
from the Mushroom Kingdom and Isle Deffino. 


Will this new game defeat the mighty 
Mario World for sheer playability? It's too 
early to say at this stage but just check out 
those screens! 

This new 5MB will use the two Nintendo 
D5’ screens to create a new playing 
experience. From super size Mario 
bursting across the landscape, trampling 
on Koopas or netting a load of cash, it’s 
just how you like your 2D Mario games. 
There’s even Fireball Mario, too! <falnt> 












I Metroid Prime: Hunters 

Samus is going to rule on the Nintendo OS, Her adventure looks like the GameCube title with all the intensity 
of running firefights and in-depth exploring you’ve come to expect, now with added innovation. 

These new shots not only see Samus tearing around in Morph Ball mode but locking on with a charge beam 
from upper levels. The moody space station interior is just what you’d expect from a Metroid game and with 
the addled aid of a second screen map and stylus control it just screams; ‘YOU'VE GOTTA HAVE ME! T 
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> NEW GAMES: METROID PRIME , ANIMAL CROSSING, MARIO PARTY, MARIO TENNIS 





KI THERE 


i Mario Party 
Advance (gba) 


Monkeys in rubber rings' That's 
surely going to raise a smile Just 
look at their Innocent faces as they 
get rescued by Mario in his boat and 
then towed along in the water. 

The party’s now going portable and 
from what we’ve seen Bowser's up 
to no good. Koopa's even stressing 
that his shell’s not been Ironed. Ho 
hum, it must be a Monday. 

As for mini-games you can expect 
u p to 60 in the final version plus 
some new innovations for the 
series* Place a finger on Finger X 
Ray to see what's inside and even 
see rf you and a friend match up 
with the Compatibility Meter 


I Animal Crossing DS 

In just a couple of months we'll all be burning around for Tom Nook to pay 
off a mortgage and quiver as we get yelled at by Resetti the mole. That’s 
GameCube though, just a short stop off before the Nintendo D5. 

Just like on ’Cube you’ll be able to design your own threads with Mabel in 
the Tailor’s Shop and fans of the game will notice that you’ll be able to 
communicate using your own messages and send letters to your ch ums. 


I Mario Tennis 


Remember how Mario Coif has a course in the grounds of Peach’s Castle? 
Well what about a tennis court on the beachfront of Delflno Plaza? 

Taking some of the classic elements from Mario Sunshine this court comes 
with Plants as line judges, FLUQDs, a Toad umpire and the dirty muck that 
made Mario’s life hell. It even comes off on Mario's clothes and face* 

The spook-filled mansion from Luigi’s ghost busting game even has a court in 
the back garden. Mario will have to make do with a glow in the dark 
racquet as well as keeping an eye on the ball in the half light of the torches 


*mi mm mm 
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ion deals 



A SUBSCRIPTION IS THE BEST WAY TO GET 




plus all the latest news on 
Nintendo DS! 

... and just think-you'l! 
never face missing another 
issue of NOM ever! 


including exclusive Nintendo 
collectable memorabilia. 

Be the first to get the latest 
GameCube and GBA reviews, 
previews, hints, tips and cheats 


Every new edition of NOM 
UK will be delivered to your 
door, normally before it hits 
the shops. 

A EREE gift every month, 


Nintendo 


Easy ordering online© 

www.greatmagazines.co.uk 

{overseas readers order here) 


only £8.25 (saving 25%) 
rv three months 


CODE: EAQ1/E18 


0870 124 1010 

Calls at local rate, Quote: EA01 

Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (NVoii’Fri), S3m-4pnn |iat}, Vour 
call wifi be charged at Focal rate. UK orders only. 


Nintendo 


Emap Magazines 

FREEPOST (EDO 3995) 
Leicester, LE87 4A2 


6 issues for £17.50 


CODE: EA01/E19 








> SUBSCRIPTIONS: COOL DEALS 


□ Yes, Id I ike to order 6 issues of Nintendo Official Magazine UK 

□ I'd I ike to extend my su bscri pt fon to Nintendo Official Magazii 
My subscription number is (if known) QOGG 


fcAOl 


t!9 ! 


OFFER 


02 


I d like to pay £17.50 by Cheque/Switch/Credit Card fora 6 


month NOMUK 


subscription 


YOUR DETAILS 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


□ l enclose a cheque for £ made payable to: Em ap Active 

OR □ Please d eb it . from my... 

Please tick one □ ^ST □ □ 

Card Number swttch/ucia onfr 

nnnnnuuujmnnnm nrfi 


Mr/Mrs/Mfss/Ms 
Address _ 


Surname 


Postcode 


Tel. No (inc. STD code) 


Emai 


Issue number UU 
Validfrorn . 


OFFER 01 

□ I wantlo pay £8.25 by Direct Debit every 3 months for NOM UK 


Expiry Date 
Signature 


njzzKi 


| instruction to your nJc/bu.iIding society to pay by Direct Dehit 

L Account in the name of 


Date 


Name of ban k/hui Id ing wlrty 


D*sl Place your completed order (photocopy acceptable) with payment in an 
envelope and send to our FREEPOST address (no stamp needed): 

Em a p Magazines, FREEPOST (EDO 399 5) t Leicester, LES74AZ 


I Address 


TOStOME 


■ Minimum term for this offer Is 12 issues. Offers are limited to the UK 
only and cannot be used In conjunction with other offers. Overseas prices 
available by calling 00 (+44) 1BSS 438 S2®< Emap Active may contact you 
about other offers, or pass your name, add ress or e mall to Other re puta ble 
companies whose products and services may be of interest toyou. 

Please tick this box □ if you DO NOT wish to receive such offers or 
mention when calling. Calls may be monitored for staff training purposes. 


Accountno. □□□□□□□□ Sort aide □□□□□□ 

Please pay emap Con s timer Mjgji’rits Ltd Direct Debit from the account detailed In the instruction subject 
to the S3 regards of the Direct Debit Guarantee. The Direct Debrt Guarantee: If the amount hr- paid by Direct 
Debit changes you will be told erf this in advance by at least ten days. If an error is made by E MAP Consumer 
Magazines dr your bant/building society, you are guaranteed afulUncI immediate refund from your branch. 
Wju can cancel a direct debit at any time by writing to your banfc/huilriing society and sending a copy to os. 


Signature 
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SPONSORFD BV 


UBIBOFT 


The best letters win prizes. The worst ones are pecked to death. 




Get in touch 

% EMAIL 

m i ch ae I .ja ckson ^em a p.com 

©POST 

Quill's Mail, NQM UK, 
Bushfield House, Orton 
Centre, Peterborough, 
Cambs, PE2 5UW 

SMS 


V. 


Send ‘TXT', add a space then 
your text. Send it to 34070 


|~^ I ] j K H i-iiiJ 


Win! Win! Wilt! 

This month's Star Letter wins 
aGameCube and a copy of 
Splinter Cell: Pandora 
Tomorrow. Four runners up 
will each win the game. 


spl »l 


will beat them all. You can use 


» I'm loving the Zelda 

Ocarina Of Time was great, 
Majora's Mask was good and 
The Wind Waker was alright 
but the new Zelda looks like it 


your sword on horseback and 
fight on giant pigs! This is 
Miyamoto magic at its best. 
Thomas Byrne t Castlebar, 

Co Mayo 


Every day we look at that 
Zelda movie and love it the 
more we see ft It’s going to 
be a mind blowing adventure 
packed with crazy puzzles and 
surely some of the best battle 
scenes you've ever seen, 

» Oil I’m loving the new 
Zelda, too! 

The new-look Legend of Zelda 
totally blew me away, but 
don't you think Mr Miyamoto 
and his team have been 
watching too much of Lord of 
the Rings? That fire character 
looks tike the Balrog, while the 
wolf riders look like Ores on 
Wargs! Or am I mistaken? 
David Chapman, via email 
There certainly appear to be 
some ideas borrowed from 
LOTR r whether intentional or 
not. But just imagine riding 
through those woif packs, 
killing enemies as you go. It's 


going to be like you're 
actually taking part in 
something as epic as Lord of 
the Rings but in Hyrule with 
the hero you love, 

» A confused man 
writes... 

Don't get me wrong, the 
Nintendo DS looks like an 
awesome machine but if this 
Isn't going to be the next 
handheld in the Game Boy 
family isn't that going to 
confuse people who aren't 
into Nintendo? Even those 
who don't like games must 
know what a Game Boy is, but 
to muddy the waters by 
adding the Nintendo DS seems 
very worrying to me. This just 
leaves me wondering what 
they're going to do with the 
next Game Boy -1 might have 
to start neglecting my GBA 5P! 
Danny Ward , Ashford 





r * J 0.r cry Qrt 


Game Of L a me? It’S back! Whatever will we do next?! SEAL?! 


We've had an avalanche of your game 
ideas over the last month so we thought 
it was time to resurrect one of the most 


popular parts of our letters pages, If you the usual Ouill’s Mail address. The best 

want to enter send us your game idea, each month will win a prize so what are 

some sketches and a photo of yourself to you waiting for? 




Super Smash Bros. Melee 2 

by Chris Stevens , Guildford 


Super Mario Retro 3D 

by Thomas Gordon 


Chris says: "I love SStfA'I so much that I couldn't wait for a 
GameCube sequel sol made my own. I included a mode so you can 
customise your character with Mario's FLUDD or Luigi’s Foltergust." 

Seven new characters including Sonic and tails as well as five 
awesome new stages, You'll even he able to battle it out in the 
Green Hill Zone! 

Snapshot mode where you can take pictures of your characters as 
they perform their cool special moves. 


This Is an exact replica of Super Mario Bros. 3 only this time it's 
in full 3D! Venture through the original worlds, plus four brand 
new ones that wilt 'thrill and excite you every step of the way’. 

Play as the main man Mario or his lankier brother Luigi and 
wear classic suits like the Hammer Bros, outfit, You can even 
take part in bonus multiplayer games! 

The whole thing! JusL imagine Lins Nintendo 8 bit classic in full 
3D and Mario hopping about in his Frog suit, 


We’d love to see another SSBM , but wed prefer to see more of 
Nintendo’s classic characters instead of Sega’s mascot. The 
Snapshot mode does sound a wicked idea though. 


It might he the same game but oar brains hurl just thinking 
about it in fuIf 3D Added levels would offer a whole new 
challenge, Loo. 
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Quill’s Mail 




People keep 
would like Sonic to 
next Melee game 
but it’s always 
revolved around 
Nintendo's 
characters and 
history, not 

If there was to be a sequel I th 
putting in Sonic would ruin it. 

Dan Drew, London 

Tim’s computer has been deluged with 
who should be a fighter should there 
ever be a SSBM 2 . Sonic was 
popular, but like you say Dan 
Super Smash Bros . is all about 
Nintendo history a nd not 
Sega. There are hundreds 
possible characters you could 
but for now we can only drea 
Mdee 2 is just a figment of our 
over active imaginations! 


in the 


We can only dream what 
Nintendo are going to do with 
the next Game Boy - just 
don’t go neglecting your G8A 
SP! It’s an awesome piece of 
kit and as E3 showed you’ll be 
missing out on some of the 
greatest handheld games ever 
made, such as Zefda: Magical 
Hood as well as Pokemon 
FireRed & Leaf Green, 

» Awesome E3 

I just want to congratulate 
Nintendo on a fantastic E3 
show. I was on the internet 
every day reading about all 
the new games and when I 
saw them all again in NOM 
last issue they just made me 
realise why I love the Big N's 
quality titles. Nothing can 
match the feeling of seeing 
the new Zefda but they make 
some quality smaller titles, 
too. Just look at Odama\ 

Wii! Byers, Biggleswade 
Odama is like nothing you’ve 
ever played before, so is DK 
Jungle Beat with its rhythmn 
platforming. Nintendo is all 
about quality and they’d 
brought it in lorryfoads at E3* 


Pokemon 

Channel is rubbish, 
but it is for very young 
Pokemon fans. £40 is a lot of 
money to pay just to get 
Jirachi but we say nick Jirachi 
off the disc and give the game 
to your little sister! 


» No sports report 

I was so looking forward to E3 
and some more Mario Tennis 
news, but all NOM bothered 
to show was a handful of 
screenshots. I want to read a 
full report on how it plays, 
especially the new Luigi's 
Mansion court which is surely 
going to rival Bowser’s one in 
the last game. You must have 
played it NOM so why didn't 
we get more details? 

Luke Wilkins, Darlington 
We didn’t have a hands-on 
report on Mario Tennis last 
issue for the simple reason 
that the game wasn’t 
playable at E3. The game’s still 
in development and as soon 
as we get a final version of 
the game we’ll give you a full 
hands-on preview in a future 
issue of NOM. 


» Rip-off! 

Why did Nintendo decide to 
stick Jirachi on a rubbish game 
like Pokemon Channel ? The 
thought of buying that game 
just makes me want to throw 
up! It will probably put off a 
lot of people who want the 
download who aren't witling 
to shell out for the actual 
game. They could have put it 
on a game worth £40, like 
Pokemon Colosseum , even if it 
would have meant waiting 
another month or so. 

Rhys Bain bridge, 

Ahercarn, Newport 


» Shattered dreams 

After reading the Interview 
with David Doak in issue #141 
I was really looking forward to 
Second Sight but your E3 
report only gave it two out of 
five stars. What confused me 
though was that in the issue 
before your E3 roundup it was 
one of your We Can’t Wait 
For... games. 1 really need to 
know whether to save up for 
this so give me some help, 
otherwise I might just have to 
come to NOM Towers and beat 
you all up with a baseball bat! 
Jamie Bode , Kidderminster » 





Ask the Deku Tree! 


Or Will Jedi Knight: Jedi Academy ever be released on the 
GameCube? I need to know! 

Chris Johnson, Towcester ^ 

A; There are no new Star Wars games 
planned for GameCube. Sorry! ** wr * a ’ JT * 


O: Can you get back issues of NOM? 
There were some really cool issues 
before I started collecting! 

Tim Bourne, via email 

A: Just ring 0845 121 4000 to see 

if they’ve got any left in stock. j 


O; Just who was that Reggie > amimhH 

guy at the E3 Nintendo press Jr . ; 

conference? He was awesome! JR i l ^ 

Caium Byersvia email 
A: That was Reggie Fils-Aimc, 

Executive Vice President, Sales 5 ** ! ®*-**fJs*< 
and Marketing at Nintendo 
America. Before joining Nintendo Reggie was 
senior vice president of marketing at VH-1. 


O: I've just been battling my way through Pokemon 
Colosseum and now I’m dying to know when Pokemon 
FireRed and Pokemon Leaf Green are coming out. Any ideas? 

Chris Stafford, via email 

A: October 1st is the date you need for the awesome new 
Pokemon games. 

Q; f really want to do work experience at NOM Towers. How 
do 1 go about it? 

Matt, via email 

A: Talk to your Careers Officer at school and see if it would 
be possible to get to NOM Towers every day as we are based 
in Peterborough, We've got no placements now until 
summer 2005 so you'll need to book in early. Please note, 
we only offer one-week placements, 

O: Is it true that Tales of Symphonia is coming out in the UK? 

Anon, via email 

A; It sure is! Expect it to be out just 
before Santa starts packing his sleigh, 

O: What Pokemon games will link-up 
with FireRed and Leaf Green} My mate 
reckons you'll be able to trade with 
Ruby and Sapphire. 

Mario's Cap, via email 
A: Well your mate is right in saying you'll 
be able to link up with Ruby and Sapphire. You 
can also transfer your monsters onto Pokemon 
Colosseum, too! 

_ 
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Quill's Mail 


More from the MOM UK forums. 

Get over to www.nintendomagazine.co.uk and get involved 


tim_NOM 

\ want to know who is your favourite 
character in the Nintendo universe 
and a reason why you chose them. 

xbox_ptiil_14 

Kirby, just look at him... he’s a pink 
ball with a face and red shoes! And he 
can kick ass in 5SBM 

liomarlZ 

young link off ssbm he's cool and 
could kick kirbys ass, and everyone 
efse's, 

Jed!jester 

Adult Link (well teen Link) from the 
New Legend of Zelda. He looks so 
cool, He looks like he could take on an 
army (lets hope so) and he looks a lot 
more confident, in the way he looks 
and stands. But all Links rule anyway. 
Mario is funny and is Nintendo's main 
character, but Link Is just a cool guy. 

GryphOfDarkne&s 
I'm torn between two, 

Falco from Star Fox because he's 
sarcastic and funny (a bit like a male 
version of me, actually), 

Yoshi because he’s a cute, cuddly little 
dino. 


ski_$chool 

Popo and Nana aka Ice Climbers! I love 
those two there is something 
unusually cool about those parkas. 

Let s not forget the large wooden 
hammers. They can take almost 
anyone. 

tim NOM 

Yoshi totally rules. He is definitely one 
of my faves! 

ski school 

He's on the list but the Climbers rule 

all. 

tlm_NCM 

Actually you've got a point. Decisions, 
decisions... 

WhiteKnightAGC 

I’d have to say Roy from Fire Emblem. 
Everything about him screams TM 
AWESOME!!!”. If it was someone more 
mainstream however, I'd go with Link. 
Swordfighter extraordinaire and hero 
of time with the triforce of courage 
embedded into him. What more could 
you ask for? 

Jed* jester 

If Fire Emblem (GBA) is coming out 
soon. Will we see Fire Emblem GC? 


timlMOM 

An Italian in a red cap anyone? 
feel that 

I don't like him but Toad is the best 
because he says “i'm the best" and 
you don't argue with a poisonous 
mushroom! 

skl_schoal 

Mario may be Nintendo’s mascot and 
the most recognisable character but 
next other characters he does not 
match up in the coolness stakes. 

Curie 

I like Fox McCloud and Samus Aran, 

Fox as he is my character on SSBM, 
and Samus as Metroid is amongst my 
top 3 GC games. 

Fox also seemed to take on a more 
sarcastic tone in Star Fox Adventures, 
which I liked. Gave him more 
characterisation than he had in 
previous games. 

Are this lot talking rubbish? 
Why not have your say at 

www.nintondomagaiinc.co.uk 



The Zelda star ratings at the 
end of each E3 preview was 
just what we thought of each 
game the moment we finished 
playing them. Second Sight is 
an awesome story, 
it's just that the 
gameplay failed to 
inspire us. Things 
may well change 
before it comes out 
though! 

All in a 

day’s work 

I really don't 
think game 
makers are 
putting in as 
much effort as 
they used to, I say 
this because years 
ago games would 
take ages to complete. It took 
me less than a day to complete 
Wind Waker\ yet it took me a 
few weeks to complete 
Ocarina of Time. I just think 
that games should be much 
more challenging so they are 
worth the money. 

Mu staff a Aii, via email 
One day to complete The Wind 
Wakerl That’s got to be 
impossible! Can anyone else 
claim they've done this? 


» What's this game? 

I was surfing the internet the 
other day looking at what 
games Mario’s been in and I 
came across one that shocked 
and amazed me. it was called 
Mario RPG: Legend of the Seven 
Stars. When I told my friends 
they thought I was lying. Why 
is this game so rare? 

Al Constable, Thorney 
It’s so rare for us UK gamers 
because it never came out here. 
It was a shame because it’s still 
funny even after all 
these years. 


But we said last issue that his 
new game Is cool! We’d 
only start hating 
Kirby when he 
stars in mediocre 
racers and 
remakes of 
his less- 
than-classic 
platformers. 

0h„ 4 

All 

change 

I was very 
disappointed 
that the GBA 
SP couldn't 
change its covers 
when the GBA could. 

Just imagine if the 
Nintendo DS had 
changeable tops and 
covers so you 
could change 
from silver to a 
Fa ml com or 
NESDS, 

Connor McCarthy, 
Wootton 

The Nintendo DS 
design may still 
change and it would 
be great to have your 
own cover. We like the 
idea Connor! 


» Link and Peter 
are brothers? 

Is it me, or could Link 
be Peter Pan's long 
lost brother? It 7 s 
just that he has 
the hat, 
tunic, 
boots 
and even 
the tights! And of course he's 
a demon with his sword and 
Navi's even like his own 
little Tinkerbell! 

Michael Orchard , 

Ch es ter-le-Street 

Link’s like Peter Pan? 

You’re having a laugh! 
We’d much rather fight a 
giant spider than a puny 
captain with a hook, 

» How rude 

Has anyone noticed how 
much Majora’s Mask is 
neglected? Link has improved 
in jumping skills from Ocarina 
of Time and the mini-games 
are as good as any others. I 
don't know why NOM 
neglects it as it was only 46th 
in your Top 100 Games, Why 
did you place this classic so 
low in the chart? 

Dan Craig t Brighouse, 

West Yorks 


» 


What's up with you 
and Kirby? JVe only 
had three issues 
of your mag but 
I’ve noticed Kirby 
isn't your favourite 
character from 
Nintendo, Kirby 
isn't my favourite 
(Pikachu and 
Link are) hut he 
does 
deserve 
respect. 

Thomas 
Rodgers , 

Long Baton 











As jaw dropping as Majora's 
Mask is nothing will top the 
first time we saw Link riding 
Epona at the start of Ocarina. 
As for its position in the Top 
100 though, that was based 
on votes from you 
the, readers. 


got my email i find It unjust 
that he is now playing a 
Pokemon Colosseum when it 
could so easily have been me! 
James Parsons, via email 
It doesn’t mean to say we 
didn't like your idea! It’s just 
that Joseph's Idea arrived first 
and that's the one we used. 




» A cracking day out 

Since Nintendo games are 
so popular why don't they 
build a Nintendo theme 
park? There could be 
thrilling rides, people 
dressed up as 
Nintendo stars like 
Samus, Mario or 
Donkey Kong. It 
would make a 
great day out! 

Jacob, via 
email 

Just imagine if they 
made one that 
looked like the 
funfair in Mario 
Sunshine with 
Yoshi carousel! 

Just beware 
the dodgy 
view from 
behind the 
big wheel! 

» Stop thief! 

Joseph Gafton in Issue #141 
stole my idea for a third 
person/first person view for 
the Nintendo D5! I emailed 
this to you over two months 
ago and now I wonder if you 


» Critical hit! 

The set up the Pokemon 
Battlemaster 2004 was 
rubbish. You could be 
the best Trainer In the 
country but wouldn't 
be able to prove it 'cos 
of the first round where 
T ‘ was just a prize 
raw. What a stupid 
to do it! 

Beth Brown , 

Ki rkby-in-As hfi e Id 
We asked 
Nintendo and this 
is what they said: 

to the high 
demand to attend 
events it was 
not possible to 
allow everyone to 
play In the first 
round - we 
had to have a 
selection process. 
But the following rounds 
were played on Pokemon 
Colosseum on a knockout 
basis. We are sorry you didn't 
get the chance to enter, we 
will bear your comments in 
mind for any 
future events. 


Text the Editor 

Tell us what’s on your Mother Brain. 

Now you can let us know how you feel about the world 
of Nintendo on a text! 

Tap in 'TXT 1 , leave a space, add your message and send it to 
84070. You must get permission from the bill payer before 
texting us as each text costs 25p to send. Every text sent to us 
can be viewed online at www.clubnom.com and here's just a 
small selection of your ramblings: 


WHO IS THE NASTIEST 
EVER NINTENDO 
CHARACTER? 


There are hundreds to choose 
from but which one gets your 
vote as the worst of the worst? 


W e're always arguing about who is the baddest Nintendo 
character here at NQM Towers. Are lizard-breath Bowser's 
meanest moments a thing of the past or does the thought of 
Meta Ridley instantly cause your guts to drop into your pants? 

We shout at each other for hours; Mewtwo this, Ganon that 
but we still can’t decide. That’s where you come 



in. We don’t want to know who is the 
hardest character, that was won by Chain 
Chomp back in issue 133, we want to 
know who is rotten to the core, who 
do you think would sell their own 
granny just to rule the universe. 

Every letter, email or text we get 
will go towards a future feature in 
NOM so your opinions really do 
count. The most unusual entries 
might even win a prize so get your 
thinking caps on while you're lazing 
on the beach! 


Let us know! ^ 


Email: tim.street@emap.com (mark your entry: Bad dude) 
Post: The Baddest Dude In the Nintendo Universe Is..,, 
Quill's Mail, NOM UK, Bushfield House, Orton Centre, 
Peterborough, PE2 5UW 
SMS: Send V TXT' ( add a space then your text. 

Send it to 84070. 

Don't forget to add your name and home address! 









#8 Kururin Paradise 


u,, name is Bobby, and he’s from Tokyo. He's happy to rampage around the 1 
neon^Ueeta of the Japanese capital getting completely the wrong end of the ft ^ 
stick for you, the readers of NOM. We could transrate h,s rambling* into 
proper, coherent English, but really - where s the fun in that. 

"Hello to Japan! in Bobby house, everything is broken. Me throw ^hvl'dl th^sl' Is Mr 
vases make noise of smash. Television ' s " ev ^™ r , ^ | ike tbe p, j^cH US? NO WAV. It is because very 

Policeman come to get me: for pa^mg 1 d<=By- , . ( me w hen stick hit the wall the 

powerful game KURURIN PARADISE. Is al abort: hw_strck spmt I g . ^ offun5 , |av , to be NINJA 
stick DIES. When Bobby throw stick at W TV “ES. Isso unre I t ^urt mode from 

STICK-MOVER to get KURU KURU KURUIN in shop in you country, 

Farmcom classic game Balloon FigW. There ms gam js nat possible to be bone. But come 

hfCfiSrfrfS.rf' V. rfrJiF! ... feel like Mr Miyamoto genius when you get stick all 
Bobby say is fayouriteG.me Boy Ab.ance game ever. 






























Next Month 



Take a train 


ride to our town 


as we unlock 
the secrets of 
Animal 
Crossing 1 . 

Meet Tom 
Nook, go fishing 
and write 
letters to pigs, 
cows, rabbits 
and dogs! 


The first and only official UK reviews of: 


and tons more! 



Another you can’t afford to be without! 
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ancient 


Three legendary Pot^mon wait for you to free them 
from itieir see rut lairs. RlI ease them first, anti use 
the power of the ancients to conquer all who dare face 
you. The alhnew PoWmon TOG: EX Hidden Legends 

101 -earil set promises inariiy Surprises, life e new Dual 
Energy type Po he in on and Pohemon-eA card*, 


everyu 
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Available at WOOLWORTHS, BORDERS, The Entertainer, leading toy and hobby retailers 


WOOLWORTHS 

Wg^ let's have some tun 

BORDERS. 
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